THE HORRORS OF SLAVERY

MARY PRINCE

Mary Frince {¢.1788—c.1833) experienced slavesy in several Heitish Ablantic
colentas just as the institulian of slavery and the slave frade were caming under
graatl prassure froem emancipationists in Britain, She was borm a slave in
Bermuda in 1784 and claimad freadam in Landon in 1828, Alerwards sha
played an imporiant role in the abolilion of slavery in the British Emgire by can-
iribiuting o the grawing body of slave narratives, writtan by ex-slaves and pub-
tished by emancipationist sacieties o draw public aliention to tha ciuelies of

slavery.

=p-nuring this time Mrs Wilkiams died. [ was told suddenly of ker death,
H
_r, Jmy arms, [ ran away directly to my poor mistress’s house; but
reached i only in Hme o see the corpse cardied out. Oh, that was a day of
sorrow,—a heavy dayl All the slaves cried. by mother cried and lamented
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miskress back {o fife. [ knew nething rightly about death then, and it seemed
a hard thing to bear, When [ thought about my mistress [ felt as if the world
was all gone wrong; and for many days and weeks [ ceuld think of nothing
else. [ returped 1o Wrs Pruden’s; but my somrow was foo great o be
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ifie Twouse ur abroud, 1y lwoghds were diways lkiog loome apoul ber.

I'staid at Mrs Pruden’s about three months after this; I was then sent
back to &r Williams to be sold. Oh, that was a sad sad time! [ recolleci the
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m&.. well. Mrs Pruden came to me and said, ‘Mary, you will have to po
honte directly; your master is going to be married, and he means to sell you
and two of your siskers 1o raise money for the wedding, ..

When [ reached the house, [ went in directly to Miss Betsey. [ found her
in great distress, and she cried Gut as soon as she saw me, “Oh, Mary! my
fakher is going to sell you all to raise money to marry that wicked woman.
You are aty slaves, and he has no rght te sell you; but It is all to please her’
She then told me that my mother was living with her father's sister at a
house close by, and I went there to see hee, Tt was a sorowful meeking; and
we lamented with a great and sore crying cur unfortunate simation. “Here
comes one of my poor picaninnies? she said, the moment [ came in, ‘one
of the paor slave-brood who are 1o be sold lwmorrow,

The black morming at length came; it came too soon for my poor mother
and us, Whilst she was putting on us the new osnaburgs! in which we weee
to be sold, she said, in a sorrawtul voice, (I shall never forget it!) “See, I am

shrouding my poor children; what a task for a mother!’—She then called

Miss Beisey to take leave of us, ‘I am going to carry my liftle chickens to
market,” {these were her very words,) ‘take your last look of them; may be

. you will see them no more.’ “Ch, my poor slaves! my own staves!” said

dear Miss Betsey, ‘you belong to me; and it grieves my heart to part with
you.-Wliss Betsey kissed us all, and, when she teft us, my mother called
the rest of the slaves to bid us good bye....

Our mother, weeping as she went, called me away with the children
Hannah and Dinah. and we taok the road that led to Hamble Town.? which
we reached abost four o'cloek in the af
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the market-place, whers she placed us in 2 row against a large bouse, with
out backs to the wall and our arms folded across our breasts, I, a5 the eldast,
stood Frst, Hannah next o me, then Dinah; and our mother stood beside,
crylag over us. My beart throbbed with grief and terroc so violently, that I
pressed my hands quite tightly across my breast, but [ could not keep it still,
and it continued to leap as though it would burst out of my body. But who
caredl For that? Did one of the many by-standers, who were looking at us so
carelessly, think of the pain that wrung the hearts of the negro woman and
her young ones? No, no! They were not all bad, [ dare say, but slavery
hardens white people's hearts towards the blacks; and many of them
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were not slow to make their remarks upon us aloud, without regard to our
grief—though their light words fell like cayenne on the fresh wounds of our
tearts. Oh those white people have small hearts who can only feel for
themselves.

At length the vendue masier, who was to offer us For sale like sheep or
cattle, amived, and asked my mother which was the eldest. She said
nothing, but pointed to me. He took me by the hand, ard led me out indo the
middle of the street, and, rning me slowly round, exposed me to the view
ol those who attended the vendue. [ was soon surrounded by strange men,
who examined and handled me i the same manner that a butcher woutd a
calf or a lamb he was about to purchase, and who talked abowt my shape
and size in like words—as if T could no more undesstand their meani ng than
the dumb beasts. I was then put up to sale, The bidding commenced at a few
pounds, and gradually rose to fifty-seven, when [ was knocked down to the
highest bidder; and the people whe steod by said that T had Fetched a great
sum for 30 young a slave,

[ then saw my sisters led forth, and sold to different owners: so that we had
not the sad satisfaction of being parmers in bondage. When the sale was over,
my mather hugged and kissed us, and mourned aver 1, heoging of us tn keen
up a good heart, and do our duty to our new masters, It was 2 sad pariing; one
Went ane way, one another, and our poor mammy went home with nothing.

My new master was a Captain [—, who lived at Spanish Point.? After
patting with my mother and sisters, T followed him to his store, and he gave

me into the chares nf his con_ 2 tat gboot my o fZe. Wlastee Nenfy, win

50K Ma f my Bew unee | Oid oot Lnow where ez Loing, of what my
new araster would do with me. My heart was quite broken with orief, and
my thoughis went back continually to those from whom T had been so sud-
denly parted. ‘Oh, my mother! my maother!’ T kept saying to myself, "Oh,

my mammy and my sisters and my brothers, shall T never see you again!’

* * #

It was night when I reached my new home. The house was large, and
built at the bottom of a very-high hill; but I could oot see much of it that
night. I saw too much of it afterwards. The stones and the timber wete the
best things in it; they were not so hard as the hearts of the owners.
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Before [ entered the house, two slave women, hired from another owngr,
who wexe at woik in the vard, spoke to me, and asked whe I belonged to?
[ replied, I am come to live here.” *Pocr child, poor child!” they both said; “yor
must keep a good heart, if you are to live here.—When | weant in, I stood up
crying in a comer, Mirs [—came and took off my hat, a litile black silk hat Miss
Pruden made for me, and said in a rough voice, *You are notcome here to stand
up in comers and cry, you are cone here to work” She then put a child into my
anns, and, tred as [ was, I was forced instantly to take up my old occupation
of 2 nurse— could not bear to look at my mistress, her countenance was 5o
skerm. She was a stout tall woman with a very dark complexion, and her brows
were always drawn together into a frown. [ thought of the words of the two
slave women when I saw Mrs [—, and heard the harsh sound of her voice. .
[Fallowing, Mary Prince describes the maltreatment gf a fellow slave in the
household named Hetty f

The next morning my mistress set about instructing me in my tasks. She
taught me to do all sods of household work: to wash and bake, pick catton
and wool, and wash foors, and ceok. And she taught me thow can [ ever
forget it!y more things than these; she caused me to know the exact differ-
ence between the smart of the rope, the cart-whip, and the cow-skin, when
applied to my naked body by her own cnuel hand. And there was scarcely
any punishment more dreadful than the blows I received on my face and

~ head from her hard heavy fist. She was a fearful woman, and 2 savage mis-

tress to her slaves. ... fDescriptions of cruel panishinents defivered to ol
#hree hmea il elaoe apd the demit af Hefty from a beating. |

Tt fve years afier fhis T eesalned in his bonte, and olmest daily
received the same harsh treatment. At length be put me on board a m_aan.
and to my great joy sent me away o Tiek’s Island ? T was not pennitied to
see my mether or father, or poor sisters and brethers, to say good bye,
thorgh going away to a strange land, and might never see them again. Oh
the Buckra peopls who keep slaves think that black pecple are like caktle,
without natural affection. But my heart tells me it is [ar otherwise.

We were nearly four weeks on the voyage, which was unusually long.
Sometimes we had a light breeze, sometmes a great calm, and the ship
made no way, so (hat our provisions and water tan very low, and we were
put upon short allowance. [ should almost have been starved had it not been
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Eor the kindness of a black man called Anthony, and his wife, who had
brought their own victuals, and shared them with me.

When we went ashore at the Grand Quay,” the captain sent me to the hoose
of my new master, Mr D—, to whom Captain I— had sold me. Grand Quay
is a small town upon a sandbank; the houses low and built of wood. Such was
my new master’s, The frst person [ saw, on my arrival, was Mr D, a stout
sulky looking man, whe carmied me through the hall o show me to his wife
and children. Mext day [ was put up by (he vendue master to know how much
I 'was worth, and 1 was valued at one hundred pounds currency.

My new master was one of the ownees or holders of the salt ponds, and he
received & certain sum for every slave that worked upon his premises, whether
they were young or old. This sum was allowed him oul of the profits arising
Erom the salt works, I was immediately sent to work in the salr water with the
rest of the slaves, This work was perfectly new to me. I was given a half bar-
rel and a shovel, and had to stand up to my kpees in the waier, from four
o'clock in the moming till nine, when we were given some Indian com boiled
in water, which we were obliged to swallow as fast as we could for fear the
rain should come on and melt the salt. We were then called again to our tasks,
and woiked through the heat of the day, the sun Raming upon our heads like
tire, and raising salk blisters in those parts which were noi completely covered.
Our feet and legs, from standing in the salt water for $0 many hours, soon
became full of dreadful boils, which eat down in some cases to the very bone,
afflicting the sufferers with great torment. We came home at twelve; ate our
com sour ealled Alfawle as fast ac we conld anrd swenf hack to e emnlare.

mant N darls aF nicht B thoe elhaeallad oo o cole s
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down to the sea, where we washed the pickle from our linabs, and cleaned the
barrows and shovels from the sali. When we retumed to the house, our masier
gave us each our allowance of raw Indian com, which we pounded in a mor-
tar and boiled in water fier our suppers.

We slept in a long shed, divided ixto narrow slips, [ike the stalls used for
cattle. Boards fixed upon stakes driven into the ground, without mat or cov-
ering, were our only beds, On Sundays, after we had washed the salt bags,
and done other work required of us, we went into the bush and cut the loog
soft grass, of which we made trusses for our 1egs and fezt #o st upon, for
they were so [ull of the salt boils that we could get no rest lying upon the
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bare boards,

Though we worked from morning till night, there was no satisfying
Mr D— T hoped, when I left Capt. I—, that T should have been better off, but
I found it was but going from one butcher to another. There was this difference
between them: my former master used to beat me while taging and foaming i
with passion; Mr D— was wsually quits calm. He would stand by and pive !
orders for a slave o be cruelly whipped, and assist in the punishiment, without ]
moving a musele of his face; walking about and taking snuff with the greatest
composure. Nathing could touch his hard heart—neither sighs, nor tears, nor
prayers, nor streaming bleod; e was deaf to our eries, and careless of our suf- ]
ferings —Mr D— has ofien stripped me naked, hung me up by the wiists, and t '
beat me with the cow-skin, with his own hand, till my body was raw with # :
gashes. Yet there was nothing very remarkable in this; for it might serve as a - ‘
sample of the common tesage of the slaves on that horrible istand. . 3 .

Oh the horrors of slaveryl—How the thought of it pains my heart! But 3
the truth ought to be told of it; and what my eyes have seen [ think it is my
duty to relate; for few people in England know what stavery is. [ have been
a slave—I kave felt what a slave feels, and [ know what a slave knows; and !
I would have all the good people in England to know it too, that they may ) .
DEAK OUr NS, and set us ee. . !

HOTES

L Osnabergs: a kind of coarse linen originally made in Oseabruck, a town o ‘ v
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- Hambie fown: Hamiton, the capital ity of the parish of Pembroke.

. Speeish Point: in the panish of Pembroke, at the westernmast tip of the island,

- Turk’s Isfomd: the Tucks and Caicos Klands Lie 900 miles south east of Bermuda, 575
miles south cast of Miami, Florida, directly east of [nagna at the southernmost tip of the
Hahantas, and north of Hispanicla. They cansist of twa groups of ahout forty low-lying ‘.u
islands and cays {sand banks) covering (93 square miles and sorounded by one of the F
longest coral reefs in the world, The Turks [slands consist of two inhabited islands,
Grand Turk and Salt Cay, six inhabited cays and a large number of rocks] ... Ttis 3
prebable that when Prince refers to “Turks Islamd', she is talking about Grand Turk. 2 I, Bm

5. Crand ey Prinee means Grand Turk, the largest inhobited island of the Turks and r Anters;

Calcos Islznds (see note 4, sbove). It is anclear, thongh, which settfement she eneans 1 53-53

when she refers [iwo lines katerh to the “sneall town” of Grand Quay,
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CORNERSTONE ADDRESS,
MARCH 21, 1861

ALEXAMNDER H. STEPHENS

Alexander H. Stephens (1812-1883) was ©ern in Geengia, the son of poo
farmers. He was eventually able to study law and served in the Georgia
legisfaiure and in the United States House of Representalives, Afthough he
suppartad slavery, in national palitics he favored conciliation during e 18503s
and opposad Southern secession propesals. When crisis came in 1880,
hawever, after wainhy atempling to keep Georgia Froem seceding, he cast his 1ot
with the Gonfedgracy and was elecled vice-president. After the was he returned
la potitical service in Georgia and in the House of Representatives. He was

slactad governar of Geargia in 1882 and died in office.

B e woi Jeinbery.

are dn b ksl of one of U pioaiesi s
The last ninety days will mark one of the most memorable eras
in the history of modern civilizabon.

+ ] =

... We are passing through one of the greatest revolutions in the annals
of the world—seven Siates have, within the last three months, thrown off

-

Alexander H. Stephens, “Cornerstone Address, darch 21, 186L," in ..ﬁ.mm.mm_wm:mnm Record:
A Diary of Amerdean Events with Docinents, Narratives, [llustrative Incidents, Poetry, ele.,
vol. |, ed. Fraok Moore (Mew York: G.P. Putnam, 1862), pp. 44-46.
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an old Govermnment and formed a new. This revelution has been signally
marked, up to this time, by the fact 6Fits kiaving been accomplished without
the loss of a single deop of biood. [Applawse.] This new Constitution, or
form of govermment, constitutes the subject to which your attention will be
partly invited.

In reference to it, I make this frst general remark: Tt amply secures all gur
ancient riphts, franchises, and privileges. All the great principles of Magna
Charta* are retained in it. No citizen is deprived of life, liberty, or propenty,
but by the judgment of his peers, under the laws of the land. The greae
principle of refigious liberty, which was the honor and pride of the oid
Constitution, s still maintained and secured, All the essentials of the old
Constitution, which have endeared it o the heants of the Amercan peaple,
bave been preserved and perpetvated, ... So, taking the whole new
Constitution, I have no hesitancy in giving it as my judgment, that it is
decided!y betier than the eld. {Applanse.] Allow me briefly to alluds o some
of these improvements, The question of building up class inkerests, or
fostering one branch of industry to the prejudice of ancther, under the

exercise of the revenue power, which £ave us so much trouble under the cld
Constimton. is nut at rest Enpmuee s der ths 1s T2 n
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no duty with z view of Eiving advantage o one class of peisons, I any trade
orbusiness, over those of another, All, under cur system, stand upon the same
broad principles of perfect equality. Henest labor and enterprise are left free

and enrestricted jn whatever pursuit they may be engaged in. ...

- £ £

But not to be tedious in enumerating the numerous changes for the
better, allow me to allude ko one other—though [ast, not least: the new
Constitution has put at rest forever all the agitating questions relating to
our peculfar inslitutons—African slavery as it exists among us—the
proper stedus of the negro in our form of civifization, This was the
immediate case of fie late rupture and present revolution, Jefferson, in
his forecast, had anticipated this, as the “rock upon which the old Union
would split™ He was right. What was conjectiie with him, is now a
realized fact. But whether he fully compretended the great truth upon
which that rock stoed and stands, may be doubted. The prevailing ideas

5
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eatertained by him and most of the leading statesmen at the time of the
Sformation of the old Constingion wewre, that the enslavement of e
Afvican was in violation af the lews of nafure; that it was wrong in
principle, socially, morally and paliticafly. It was an evil they knew not
well how to deal with; but the general opinion of the men of that day was,
that, somehow orf other, in the order of Providence, the institution would
be evanescent and pass away. This idea, though not incorporated in the
Constitution, was the prevailing idea at the time. The Constitution, it is
true, sectred every essentizl guarantee to the instibstion while it should
last, and hence no argument can be justly used against the constifutional
guarantees thus secured, because of the common sentiment of the day.
Those {deas, however, were fundamentally wrong, They rested npon the
assemption of the equality of reces. This was an ervor, It was a sandy
foundation, and the idea of a Government built upon it—when the “storm
came and the wind blew, it feff.”

Chir new Govermnert is founded npon exacily the opposite ideas; its
foundations are {aid, s cornerstone rests, upon the greaf truih that the
negro {5 nwot equal o the white man; that slavery, subordingtion to the
superior race, is his ratnral and moval condition. [Applavse ] This, onr
new Government, is the first, in the history of the world, based upon this
greet physical, philesophical, and moral sruth. This truth has been slow in
the process of ifs development, like all other truths in fhe wvarious
departments of science. It is so even amongst us. Many who hear me,
oerhans. can recollect well that this truth was nnt generally admirted. even
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springs from an aberration of the mind; from a defect in reasoniog. Tt is a
species of insanity, One of the most striking characterisiics of insanity, n
many instances, is, forining correct conclusions from fancied or erroneous
premises; so with the ani-slovery fanatics: their conclusions are right if
their premises are. They assume that the negre is equal, and hence conclude
that he is entitled to equal privileges and rights, with the white man....
I rzcollect once of having heard a genfleman from one of the
Northern States, of great power and ability, announce in the House of
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Representatives, with imposing effect, that we of the South would be
compelled, ultimately, to yield upon this subject of slavery; that it was as
impossible o war saecessfully against a prnciple in politics, as it was in
physics or mechanics. That the principle would ultimately prevail. That
We, in mainkaining slavery as it exists with vs, were warring against a
principle—a principfe founded in nature, the principle of the equality of
man. The teply I made to hir was, that upon his own grounds we should
succeed, and that he and his associates in their crusade against our
institutions would ulimately fail The truth announced, that it was as
impossible to war successfully against a principle in politics a5 well as in
physics and mechanics, I admitted, but told him it was he and those acting
with him who were warring against a principle. They were attempting o
meke things equal which the Creator had made uneeual,

In the conflict thus Far, success bas been on our side, compleie
throughout the length and breadth of the Confederate Stares. Tt i upon this,
as [ have stated, our social fabric is firmly planted; and { cannot permit
miyself o doubi the oltimate success of a frll recognition of this peincipls
throughoue the civilized and enfightened world.

As Lhave stated, the truth of this prine iple may be slow in developmenr,
as all truths are, and ever have been, in the various branches of science. Tt
was so with the principles announced by Galileo—it was so with Adam
Smith and his principles of political econemy. It was so with Harvey, and
his theery of the circulation of the blood. [t is stated that not a single one of
the medical profession, living at the fima of e annonpeemoent af the
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May we not therefore look with confidence to the ultimate universal
acknowledgment of the truths upon which aur system rests? It is the frst
Govemment ever instituted wpon principles in strict conformity o natue,
and the ordination of Providence, in furnishing the materials of hurnan
saciety. Many Governments have been founded upon the principles of
certain classes; but the classes thus enslaved, were of the same tace, and in
violation of the laws of nature. Qur syslem commits no such violation of
natur’s laws. The negro by nature, or by the curse against Canaan,? is fitted
for that condition which he aceupies in our system. The architect, in the

construction of buildings, lays the foundation with the proper material —the
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granite —then comes the brick or the marble. The substratum of our society
is made of the material fitied by nature for it, and by experience we know
that i is the best, not ondy For the supertor but for the inferior race, that it
should be so. It is, indeed, in conformity with the Creator. [¥ is not for ws 1o
inquire fafo the wisdore af His ovdinances or fo question them. For His own
purposes He has made one race to differ from another, as He has made “one
star to differ from another jn glory™

The preat objects of humanity are best attained, when conformed bo his
laws and degrees [sic], in the formation of Governments as well as in ali
things else. Our Confederacy is founded upon principles in strict
conformity with these laws. This stone which was rejecied by the firse
builders “is become the chief stone of the corner™ in our new edifice.

HOTES

1, The “great chaer” of English liberties was granted by King [ohn in L2135, While
MMagna Charta did esizblish the supremacy of law over royal power, its greatest impor-
tance came in laker cenburies when it was used as the basis for civil rights —En.

+. Canzun was the sonof Ham, ane of the three sons of Moah. After Ham “saw the naked-
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hig brethren® Familiar to Chrstians, these verses from the baok of Gererfs, #2027,
were the chiefl Biblical justification for block slavery in the Thnited States.—Ep.

3. Psalms, §13:22-33; Gospels of Maithew, 20:42-44; Mark, 12:10-1F; Fuke, 20:17-18.
In Uifs passape, “the stooe that the builders mjected” becomes e “head of the cor-
ner’'—so strane that “whosneser shall Fall on this stonz shall be beoken” Symbolizing
both fecus and Ond's power, the cometstane was a common metaphar in Christian

discourse.—ED.

.

THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR

ABRAHAM LINGOLR

Abraham Lincaln {1803-186%) was bom in Kenlucky to a frontier famihe Tha
Lincalns mavad to Indiana and eventaly settled in Nlingrs, wifigrs, through
much work and sacrifice, the yourg Lincoln became a fariryar, He was soan
irvobved in local palilics and served a term in Congress during the htexican War
[ 1846-1847), which he opposaed. He cama to national aftention thiough his
debates with Senator Slephen A. Douglas in the [inois senatedal race of 1854,
Lincoln apposed the extension of slavery to the territaries of the Unitad Stales,
atthough he was net calling for abalition in the states where it dlready existed.
The Republican Party chnse him as s cresidential candidate in 59680 amd hic

victary in the etectoral callege tiggered the secession of the fower South from
the Union.

SPEGIAL BEBSIGN MESSAGE, JULY 4, 1861*

Almr Confeceras eoos had firgd on Fot Sumitor, Lircols called foe 70,000
valunteers ko suppress tha rebellion. He then aexpandad the regular 2rmy and
dres money aut of the reascry, measures hat recuired Cengressionsal cansent.
Accorgingly, he called Congress into special session on July 4, 1861, and
explained the adminstration’s actions at the outhraak of the war, as wel as the
purposes of the canflict in defense of the Unian and its ides of equal

afponunity.

¥ Abrabam Lincoln, “Special Session Wessage, July 4, 1861 in A Compilation of the
Messages and Papers of the Presidents, vol. T, ed. Jumes . Richardson Mew Yok
Bureau of Mational Literare, 1397), pp. 322729, 3231-32,
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It might seem at first thouwght to be of little difference whether the present
movement af the South be called “secession” or “rebellion” The movers,
however, well understand the difference. At the beginning they knew they
could newver raise their treason to any respectable magninide by any name
which implies wiefrfon of law. They knew their people possessed as much
of moral sense, as moch of devotion (o law and order, and as moch pride in
and reverence for the history and Government of their common county as
any other civilized and patriotic people. They knew they could make no
advancement directly in the teeth of these strong and noble sentiments.
Accordingly, they commenced by an instdious debauching of the public
mind. They invented an ingenions sophism, which, if conceded, was fol-
lowed by pecfectly logical steps through all the incidents o the complete
destruction of the Tfuion. The sophism itself is that any State of the Union
may consistently with the Natonal Constitution, and therefore fewfullfy and
peacefielly, withdraw from the Union without the consent of the Union ar
of any other State. The little disguise that the supposed right is (o be exer-
cised only [or just cause, themselves to be the sole judge of its justice, is
too thin to merit any notice.

With rebellion thus sugar coated they bave been drugging the public
MURQ & (Sl S2ct0n oF Mors Wan Uy Years, and unbil at [engtn they
have bronght many good men to a willingness (o ke up arms against the
Government the day affer some assemblage of men have enacted the
farcical pretense of taking their State out of the Union who could have been
brought to no such thing the day before.

Thus sophism derives much, perbaps the whole, ot its currency trom the
assumption that thers is some omnipotent and sacred supremacy: pertaining
o a State—to each State of our Federal Union. Our States have neither
more nor less power than that reserved te them in the Urion by the
Constitution, no ene of them ever having been a State ouf of the Union. The
original ones passed inte the Union even before they cast off their British
colonial dependence, and the new ones each came into the Union directly
from a condition of dependence, excepting Texas; and even Texas, in its
temperary independence, was never designated a State. The new ones only
took the designation of Stafes on coming into the Union, while that name
was first adopted for the old ones in and by the Declaration of
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Independence. Therein the “United Colonies™ were declared to be “free and
tndependent States™; but even then the object plainly was net to declars
their independence of ene enother ot of the Union, but directly the coafrary,
as their mutual pledge and their mumal acdon before, at the tme, and
afterwards abundantly show. The express plighting of faith by each and all
of the original thirt=en in the Anicles of Con federation, two years later, that
the Union shall be perpetual is most conclusive, Having never been States,
either in substance or in name, autside of the Unicen, whence this oragical
cmnipotence of “State rights,” asserting a claim of power to Iawfully
destroy the Union itself? Much is said ahout the “sovereignty” of the States,
but the word even is niot in the National Constitution, nor, as is believed, in
any of the State constitutions, What is a “soversignty’ in the political scnse
of the terin? Would it be far wrong to define it “2 political community
without a political supediar*? Testad by this, no one of our States, except
Texas, ever was a sovereignty; and even Texas gave up the character on
ceming inko the Union, by which act she acknowledged the Constitution of
the United States and the laws and treaties of the United States made in
pursuance of the Constitation to be for her the supreme law of the land. The
States have their status in the Union, and they have no other legal status. 1
they break from us, they can only do so against law and by revolition. The
Unicn, and oot themselves separately, procured their independence and
their Tiberty. By conquest or porchase the Union gave each of them
whatever of independence and liberty it has. The Union is older than any of
the States, and. in fact, it creater them g States Oriminallv somz dopondent
calonies made the U :

it he Lnion feenr of their old
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dependence for them and made them States, such as they are. Nut one of
them ever had a State constitution independent of the Union, OF course it is
not forgotten that all the new States framed their conskitions before they

entered the Union, neveriheless dependent upon and preparatory o coming
imto the Union.

= * *

This is essentially a people’s contest. On the side of the Union itis a
struggle for maintaining in the world that form and substance of
government whose leading object is to elevate the condition of men; w Lifi
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artificial weights from all shoulders; to clear the paths of laudable pursuit
for all; to afford all an unfettered start and a fair chance In the tace of life.
Yielding to partial and temporary departures, from necessity, this is the
leading object of the Government for whose exisience we contend.

I am riost happy to believe that the plain people understand and
appreciate this. It is worthy of note that while in this the Government's hour
of trial large numbers of those in the Army and Mavy who have been
favored with the offices have resigned and proved false to the hand which
had pampered them, not one commen soldier or common sailor is knodm
to have desected his flag.

Great honor is due to those officers who remained trae despite the
example of their treacherous associates; but the greatest honor and most
important fact of 4l is the unanimous froness of the common soldiers and
common sailors. To the last man, so far as kmown, they have successfully
resisted the traiterous efforts of those whose commands but an hour before
they obeyed as absolute taw. This is the palriotic instinct of plain people.
They understand without an argument that the destroying the Government
which was made by Washingion means no good to them.

Our popular Gevernment has often been called an experiment:-Two
points in it our peeple have already seitled—the successful eshabifsting and
the successful adminisering of it Ope still remains—its successinl
wuaintenance against a formidable internal attempt 1o overthrow it. Tt is now
for them to demonstrate to the world that these who can fairly carry an

alectinn ~an alen @npeess A rehellion: that ballois are the ﬂmm_wnmﬂ— and
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constitutionally decided there can be no successiul appeal back to bullets;

that there can be no successful appeal except to ballots themselves at
succeeding elections. Sueh will be a great lesson of peace, teaching men
that what they can not take by an election neither can they take it by a war;
teaching all the folly of being the heginners of a war.

Lest there be some uneasiness in the minds of candid men as to what is to
be the course of the Goverament foward the Southem States after the rebellion
shall have been suppressed, the Executive deems it proper fo say it will be his
parpose then, a5 ever, to be guided by the Constinution and the laws, and that
he probably will have no different understanding of the powers and duties of
"the Federal Government relatively to ihe rights of the States and the people

n hallots have fairly and
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under the Constitution than that expressed in the inaugural address.

He desires to preserve the Governmeol, that it may be administered for all
as it was administered by the men who made it. Loval citizens everywhere
have the right to claim this of their sovernment, and the government has no
right to withhold or neglect it. Tt is not perceived that in giving it thece is any
cOercion, any conguest, or any subjugation in any just sense of those terms.

The Constitution provides, and all the States have accepted the provision,
that “the United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a republican
form of povernment” But if a State may lawdully go cut of the Union, having
done so it may also discard the republican form of government; so that to
prevent its going out is an indispensable means to the end of maintaining the
guaranty mentioned; and when an end is lawfd and obligatory the
indispensable means o it are also lwful and obligatory.

It was with the deepest regret that the Executive found the duty of
employing the war power in defense of the Government ferced upon him.
He cowld bot perform this duty or surrender the existence of the
Goveruneot. No compromise by public servants could in this case be a
cure; not that compromises are not ofien proper, but that no pepular goy-
erment can long survive a marked precedeat that those who carry an elec-
UON CAN ONiY Save [Ne FOVEMMEDE II0m IMMEamaie AesIruciion oy giving
up the main peint upon which the pseple gave the election. The people
themselves, and nok their servants, can safely reverse their own deliberate

Adecisions.

As a private citizen the Executive could not have consented that these
institubions shall pensh: moch (ess could he in betrayval ob 30 vast and so
sacred a frost as these free people had confided to him. He Felt that he had
no moral right te shrink, nor even to count the chances of his own life, in
what might foliow. In full view of his great responsibility he has so far done
what he has deemed his duty. Yoo will now, according to your own judg-
ment, perform youars. He sincerely hopes that your views and your action
may so accord with his as to assure all faithful citizens who have been dis-
turbed in their rights of a certain and speedy restoration to them under the
Constitution and the laws.

And having thus chosen our course, without guile and with pure par-

pose, let us repew our trust in God and go forward without fear and with
manly hearts.
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