










Film Subject / Possible primary sources to compare

300 (2007) or The 300 Spartans (1962) Battle of Thermopylae 
Herodotus, The Histories book 7

300: Rise of an Empire (2014) Battle of Salamis 
Herodotus, The Histories book 8

Agora (2009) Hypatia
Socrates Scholasticus, Ecclesiastical History, 7.15; John of
Nikiû, Chronicle 84.87-103; The Suda, Life of Hypatia

Alexander the Great (1956)
or Alexander(2004)

Alexander
Plutarch, Alexander; or Arrian, Anabasis

Atlantis (2011) Atlantis myth
Plato, Timaeus and Critias

Barefoot in Athens (1966) Socrates
Plato, Phaedo, Apology

Clash of the Titans (1981, 2010) Theseus
Plutarch, Theseus; Ps.-Apollodorus, Bibliotheca; Ovid, Metamorphoses

Damon and Pythias (1962) Damon and Pythias, Syracuse
Cicero, On Duties 3.45; Diodorus Siculus 10.4

Electra (1963) Elektra
Euripides, Elektra; Sophocles, Elektra

The Fury of Achilles (1962) Achilles, Trojan War
Homer, Iliad Books 1, 9, 16-19

Helen of Troy (1956) Helen, Trojan War
Homer, Iliad 3, Odyssey 4, 23; Euripides, Helen; Ovid, Heroides 16;
Isocrates, Helen

Hercules (1997), Hercules (2014),
or The Legend of Hercules (2014)

Hercules
Ovid, Metamorphoses 9, 12; Apollodorus, The Library;
Euripides, Herakles; Apollonios Rhodios, Argonautika 1.1175–1280

Iphigenia (1977) Iphigenia
Euripides, Iphigenia at Aulis

The Odyssey (1997) or Ulysses (1955) Odysseus
Homer, Odyssey [focus on key events of the film]

The Trojan Horse (1961) Trojan War, Aeneas
Virgil, Aeneid Book 2

The Trojan Women (1971) Greek subjugation of Troy
Euripides, The Trojan Women



Film Subject / Possible primary sources to compare

Troy (2004) Achilles, Trojan War
Homer, Iliad [focus on key events of the film]

Film Subject / Possible primary sources to compare

Agora (2009) Hypatia
Socrates Scholasticus, Ecclesiastical History, 7.15; John of
Nikiû, Chronicle 84.87-103; The Suda, Life of Hypatia

Attila (2001) Attila
Jordanes, Origin andDeeds of the Goths 36-53; Procopius, History of the
Wars 3.4

Boudica (2003) Boudica
Tacitus, Annals 14.29–39, Agricola; Cassius Dio, Roman History 62

Caligula (1980) [warning: explicit
sex]

Caligula
Suetonius, Caligula; Cassius Dio, Roman History 59

The Centurion (1961) Battle of Corinth
Polybius, The Histories book 38

Centurion (2010) Roman Britain
Tacitus, Agricola

Cleopatra (1963, 1999) Cleopatra, Caesar, Antony
Plutarch, Caesar and Antony

Coriolanus (1963) Coriolanus
Plutarch, Coriolanus; Livy 2.33–2.40

Decline of an Empire (2014) St. Katherine of Alexandria
Saints lives of Saint Katharine of Alexandria

Druids (2001) Vercingetorix, Julius Caesar
Julius Caesar, Gallic Wars book 7; Cassius Dio 40:33–41, 43:19;
Plutarch, Caesar25–27

Duel of Champions (1961) Horatius
Livy 1.24-26

The Eagle (2011) Roman Britain
Tacitus, Agricola

Empire (2005 Mini-Series) Augustus
Suetonius, Augustus; Nicolas of Damascus, Life of Augustus; Cassius Dio,
45–56

The Fall of the Roman
Empire (1964)

Rome under Commodus
Cassius Dio 73; Herodian 1.15; Historia Augusta, “Commodus”

The First King: Birth of an
Empire (2019)

Romulus and Remus
Livy 1.4-6; Dionysius 1.71-87; Plutarch, Romulus; Ovid, Fasti;
Appian, Roman History book 1

Gladiator (2000) Rome under M. Aurelius, Commodus
Cassius Dio 73; Herodian 1.15; Historia Augusta, “Commodus”

Hannibal (1959)
or Hannibal (2006)

Hannibal Barca, 2d Punic War
Cornelius Nepos, Hannibal; Livy 21-30; Plutarch, Fabius



Film Subject / Possible primary sources to compare

Hero of Rome (1964) Scaevola, Lars Porsena, formation of Roman Republic
Livy 2.1-21

I, Claudius (1976) [1-2 episodes] Claudius
Tacitus, Annals 11–12; Suetonius, Claudius

Julius Caesar (1953, 1970, 2002) Julius Caesar
Plutarch, Caesar; Suetonius, Divine Julius

Messalina (1960) Messalina. Claudius
Suetonius, Claudius 26-29, 37; Tacitus Annals 11-12; Cassius Dio 60-61

Pompeii: The Last Day (2003)
or Pompeii (2014)

Eruption of Vesuvius, Roman Italy
Pliny the Younger’s letters to Tacitus, #65 and #66

Quo Vadis? (1951, 2001) Persecution of Christians under Nero
Tacitus, Annals 13–16; Suetonius, Nero; Cassius Dio 61–63

Rome (2005–2007) [use 1-2
episodes]

Collapse of the Roman Republic
Various (see me)

Fellini Satyricon (1969) Imperial Rome, homosexuality
Petronius, Satyricon

Scipio Africanus: The Defeat of
Hannibal (1937)

Scipio Africanus, 2d Punic War
Polybius 10; Cornelius Nepos, Hannibal; Livy 26-29; Valerius Maximus
3.7; Plutarch, Marcellus and Fabius

Siege of Syracuse (1960) Archimedes, Siege of Syracuse
Plutarch, Marcellus; Livy 21-23

The Sign of the Cross (1932) Persecution of Christians under Nero
Tacitus, Annals 13–16; Suetonius, Nero; Cassius Dio 61–63

Spartacus (1960) or Spartacus:
Blood and Sand (2010)

Spartacus, Roman galdiators/slavery
Appian, Roman History 116–120; Plutarch, Crassus 8–11

Film Subject / Possible primary sources to compare

Cleopatra (1963, 1999) Cleopatra, Caesar, Antony
Plutarch, Caesar and Antony

Exodus: Gods and Kings (2014) Moses, Hebrew exodus 
Old Testament, Exodus

The Prince of Egypt (1998) Moses
Old Testament, Exodus

A Queen for Caesar (1962) Cleopatra
Plutarch, Caesar and Antony

The Ten Commandments (1956) Moses, Hebrew exodus 
Old Testament, Exodus

Film Subject / Possible primary sources to compare

Abraham (1993 miniseries, 1994 film) Abraham
Old Testament, Genesis books 11–25



Film Subject / Possible primary sources to compare

David and Goliath (1960), David and Bathsheba (1951) David, kingdom of Israel
Old Testament, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel

Esther and the King (1960) Esther
Old Testament, Esther

Exodus: Gods and Kings (2014) Moses, Hebrew exodus from Egypt
Old Testament, Exodus

Jacob (1994) Jacob and Esau
Old Testament, Genesis 25–50

Jason and the Argonauts (1963) Jason
Ovid, Metamorphoses; Apollonius
Rhodius, Argonautica

Jesus of Nazareth (1977) Jesus
New Testament: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John

Joseph (1995) or Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat (1999)

Joseph
Old Testament, Genesis 37–50

King David (1985) David, kingdom of Israel
Old Testament, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel

Last Days of Sodom and Gomorrah (1962) Sodom and Gomorrah, Abraham, Lot
Old Testament, Genesis 14-19

The Last Temptation of Christ (1988) Jesus
New Testament: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John

Masada (1981 Mini-Series) Siege of Masada
Josephus, The Jewish War book 1

The Nativity Story (2006) Birth of Jesus
New Testament: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John

Noah (2014) Noah, Great Flood
Old Testament, Genesis 6-9

One Night with the King (2006) Esther
Old Testament, Esther

The Passion of the Christ (2004) Jesus, the Crucifixion
New Testament: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John

The Prince of Egypt (1998) Moses
Old Testament, Exodus

The Red Tent (2014 miniseries) Dinah (daught. of Jacob)
Old Testament, Genesis 30, 34

Risen (2016) Aftermath of the Crucifixion, Roman Judea
New Testament, Acts of the Apostles

Samson and Delilah (1949) Samson and Delilah
Old Testament, Judges 13-16

Sins of Jezebel (1951) Israel under Ahab
Old Testament, 1 Kings 16-22

Slave of Dreams (1995) Joseph
Old Testament, Genesis 37–50



Film Subject / Possible primary sources to compare

Solomon and Sheba (1959) Solomon and Sheba
Old Testament, Kings or Chronicles;
Josephus, Antiquities book 8

A Story of David (1960) David, kingdom of Israel
Old Testament, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel

The Ten Commandments (1956) Moses, Hebrew exodus from Egypt
Old Testament, Exodus

Film Subject / Possible primary sources to compare

Esther and the King (1960) Esther
Old Testament, Esther

Gautama Buddha (2007) Siddhārtha Gautama
The Buddhacarita,Lalitavistara Sūtra, and other Buddhist biographies

Intolerance (1916) [Part 1 only] Iron Age Babylon
Herodotus 1.70–144; Josephus, Antiquities 10–11

One Night with the King (2006) Esther
Old Testament, Esther

Queen of Babylon (1954) Semiramis, Babylon
Diodorus Siculus, 2.4-20





PROBLEM > 

Hannibal Barca, the great Carthaginian general, brought 37 war elephants with him 

 over the Alps into Italy, and at the climactic Battle of Zama they had a front line that 

OPPOSING >

SIDES> 

included 80 elephants. Did Hannibal's elephants really make a difference? Some say 

that Hannibal's elephants were crucial in establishing the morale of his troops 

against the legendary Roman legions and in intimidating other armies along the way 

into alliances; but others say that Hannibal's elephants did the Carthaginian side 

more harm than good in their fight with Rome. I believe that Hannibal's use of 

elephants was a mistake, not because war elephants were a dumb idea in general,_ 

but because Roman adaptability meant that the Romans would inevitably find a way 

THESIS > 
around them. 

C. Find your Evidence

D. Make your Argument

For the final stages, see the video and details on the Position Paper page. 
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