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Greece Emerging from the Dark AgeMeeting 7

● Archaic Greece
● Kouros and kore
● Lyric Poetry
● Sappho
● Hesiod’s Works and Days
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Hesiod
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The Polis
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Characteristics of the polis

City-state

Synoecism

Replacement of basileus with magistrates

Council of “elders” (aristoi)

Citizen assembly (demos)
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Symposion
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Hoplite army
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The phalanx
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Colonization
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Hellas and the colonies

Doric temples at Poseidonia
5th century and 6th century
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The kouros

10
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The korē
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Lyric poetry

Alcaeus and Sappho
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Panhellenism
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Sparta as a “warrior society”
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17
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Spartan social hierarchy

homoioi “men of equal status,” peers 
Spartan citizen/warrior elite

periokoi “dwellers nearby” 
Laconians who were free, but disenfranchised

helots heilotes, “prisoners of war” 
State-owned serfs

douloi slaves
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Agogē
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Spartan women
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Marriage
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Readings
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Pomeroy, “The Dark Age and the Archaic Period”
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Hesiod, “Works and Days”
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Heath, “Female Transmission of Mythical 
Narrative”
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Marry, “Sappho and the Heroic Ideal”
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Stigers, “Sappho’s Private World”

29

Rome, 2nd century CE
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