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H I S T O R Y  O F

ancient Greece

Introduction and themesMeeting 1

● Civilization
● The syllabus
● Themes for the course
● Eras of history
● Evidence
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The ancient Greeks
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How are we connected to the Greeks?

 Language

 Laws
– Ideas of justice, society

– Government

– Citizen

 Technology

 Arts, literature

 Philosophy and science

 Religion
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The Mediterranean World
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The Aegean world
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Hellenic culture
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Hellas
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Aretē
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Course website

The course website is your syllabus 
for the course
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markbwilson.com
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Dionysius of Halicarnassos
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Dionysius of Halicarnassos
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Evidence

Most of our evidence of what 
happened in the past is flawed
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How do past events get to us?
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(1) Stories are passed on

Written documents
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(1) Stories are passed on

Written documents

Oral history
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(2) Things survive

Archaeology
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(2) Things survive

Archaeology

Material culture (tools, 
coins, etc.)
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(2) Things survive

Archaeology

Material culture (tools, 
coins, etc.)

Art
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Example: Epic of Gilgamesh
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Kinds of evidence

 Primary source
– Eyewitness testimony from the place and time being studied

 Secondary source
– A scholar collects and interprets primary sources on a subject

 Tertiary source
– General scholarly consensus on a subject
– Includes encyclopedias, textbooks, and almost everything on the web

– NOT ALLOWED as a source for history papers
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Problems with primary sources?

Intentional bias

Unintentional bias

Point of view

Survival

Translation

CONCLUSION:

There are no facts in history
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“Books are not made to be believed,
but to be subjected to inquiry.
When we consider a book,

we mustn’t ask ourselves what it says
but what it means.”

— William of Baskerville in Umberto Eco’s The Name of the Rose
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Example: Pliny the Younger, 79 CE

Eruption of Mt. Vesuvius, 79 CE
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Periodization

Dividing history eras is useful but 
misleading
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You are 
here

B.C. (Before Christ) A.D. (Anno Domini)

The “Common Era” calendar

12 00 0 10 00 0 80 00 60 00 40 00 20 00 0 20 00

BCE (Before the Common Era) CE (Common Era)

Birth of 
Christ
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Eras of (Mediterranean) history

12 00 0 10 00 0 80 00 60 00 40 00 20 00 0 20 00

Prehistoric Era Ancient Era Medieval 
Era

Modern 
Era

Invention of 
civilization

Fall of 
Rome

Protestant 
Reformation
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Ages of technology

12 00 0 10 00 0 80 00 60 00 40 00 20 00 0 20 00

Prehistoric Era Ancient Era

Paleolithic 
(“Old Stone”) Age Neolithic (“New Stone”) Age Bronze Age Iron Age

Invention of 
civilization

Fall of 
Rome
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97 98 99 10 0

Counting centuries

0 1 2 3 ...
1st century
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Counting centuries

0 10 0 20 0 30 0 18 00 19 00 20 00 21 00...

...

Occurs during the 21st century CE
Biden sworn in: 2021 CE

1st 
century

2nd 
century

3rd 
century

19th 
century

20th 
century

21st 
century
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Counting centuries

30 0 20 0 10 0 0 10 0 20 0 30 0 ...

1st century
CE

2nd century
CE

3rd century
CE

...

BCE CE

1st century
BCE

2nd century
BCE

3rd century
BCE

Romans destroy Corinth: 146 BCE
Occurs during the 2nd century BCE
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Periodization

 Historians divide history into “eras” based on how we can 
characterize society

 Archaeologists divide history into “ages” based on changes in 
prevalent technology

 These periods help organize our studies, but also overgeneralize 
places and times within each period
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Periods of Greek history

16 00 14 00 12 00 10 00 80 0 60 0 40 0 20 0

Bronze Age Aegean
(Minoans and Mycenaeans) Greek “Dark Age” Archaic Classical Hellenistic

Recovery of 
writing

Alexander 
the Great

Collapse of the 
Bronze Age

Persian 
invasions
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Greek Writing

The Greeks develop writing systems 
twice, in the Bronze Age and in the 
Iron Age
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Greek writing
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Linear B
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The Greek Alphabet

Α Β Γ Δ Ε Ζ Η Θ Ι Κ Λ Μ Ν Ξ Ο Π Ρ Σ Τ Υ Φ Χ Ψ Ω

α β γ δ ε ζ η θ ι κ λ μ ν ξ ο π ρ σ τ υ φ χ ψ ω

Ἑλλάς

Μάρκος Ὀυίλσον

Ὅμηρος

αι αυ ει οι ου
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Some Greek names

Homer Greek epic poet 8th century BCE Ὅμηρος

Hesiod Greek poet Early 7th century BCE Ἡσίοδος

Solon Athenian statesman and poet c. 638 – 558 BCE Σόλων

Sappho Greek lyric poet c. 620 – c. 570 BCE Σαπφώ

Aeschylus Greek tragic playwright c. 525 – c. 426 BCE Αἰσχύλος

Pindar Theban lyric poet 522 – 443 BCE Πίνδαρος

Herodotus Greek historian 484 – 425 BCE Ἡρόδοτος

Euripides Athenian tragic playwright 480 – 406 BCE Εὐριπίδης

Thucydides Athenian general and historian c. 460 – c. 395 BCE Θουκυδίδης

Xenophon Athenian general and historian c. 430 – 354 BCE Ξενοφῶν

Plato Athenian philosopher 428 – 347 BCE Πλάτων

Isocrates Athenian rhetorician 436 – 338 BCE Ἰσοκράτης

Aristotle Greek philosopher and polymath 384 – 322 BCE Ἀριστοτέλης
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