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The Fourth Century CrisisMeeting 11

● The Wars of Hegemony
● Socrates and Plato
● Fourth-Century Hellas
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Upcoming dates

 Monday 12 December Position Paper due via BlackBoard

 Tuesday 20 December Final Exam
6:15–8:15 p.m.
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The Fourth Century Crisis
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Athens after the war

4

Reading

Plato / The Death of 
Socrates

5

Plato

6



11/28/22

3

Reading

Plato / The Allegory of the 
Cave
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Sparta after the war
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Economic damage
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Loss of manpower
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Peltasts and mercenaries
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Disillusionment
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The struggle for hegemony
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Fourth-Century timeline
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The Fourth-Century Crisis

Ruins at Delphi
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Spartan imperialism

16

The Corinthian War (396-387)

17

The King’s Peace, 387
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Spartans on the Cadmea, 382

19

Second Athenian League

20

Common Peace, 375, 371
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Epaminondas and the Sacred Band
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Battle of Leuktra, 371

23

Reading

Xenophon / The Battle of 
Leuktra
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Battle of Manitaea, 362

Death of Epaminondas at the Battle of Manitaea

25

End of the Second Athenian League

26

Stasis in the fourth century
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Dominion of Macedon

28

Politician as rhētōr

29

The Athenian justice system

30



11/28/22

11

Jurors and the Dikastēria

31

Oratory in the courts

32

The nature of crime in Athens
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Reading

Andocides / A Charge of 
Sacrilege

34

Stasis

35

The Greek urban economy
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Reading

Unknown / Athenian 
Bankers

37
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