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Dawn of the AegeanMeeting 2

● Geography of the Aegean
● Bronze Age cultures
● The Minoans
● The Mycenaeans
● The Fall of the Bronze Age
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The story so far
Website & syllabus markbwilson.com

Themes of 
the course

• Hellas as a shared culture of fiercely independent city-states
• Aretē—achieving beyond what one is to achieve the ideal through competition

Geography • The ancient world is connected by water
• A community’s identity is focused on its center

Evidence • Evidence can be documents, oral history, or artifacts
• Primary sources come from the time and place
• Evidence is always skewed by bias, point of view, survival, and translation

Periodization • Eras of history: “Prehistory”, ancient, (medieval, modern)
• Ages of technology: stone age, bronze age, iron age
• The ancient era is the time of experimentation with civilization and empire
• Greek periods: Bronze Age, Dark Age, Archaic, Classical, Hellenistic
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The Aegean world
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The Eastern Mediterranean
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Grain, grapes, and olives
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Neolithic settlements
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The Bronze Age Aegean
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The Aegean in the Bronze Age
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Cycladic civilization
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Minoan Crete
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Bull-leaping
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Peak sanctuaries

19



9/5/22

7

20

21

22



9/5/22

8

Linear A
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Palace-cities
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Bronze Age economy
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Bronze Age world

Minoans

Egyptians

Assyrians

Hittites
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Indo-Europeans
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Pre-Greek vs. Indo-European Greek

 Maritime terms, words for the sea, shipping
– (e.g. θάλασσα thálassa “sea”)

 Words relating to Mediterranean agriculture
– (e.g. ϝἐλαία (w)elaia “olive”, άµπελος ampelos “vine”)

 Words regarding rulers, given by the populace
– (e.g. Τύραννος Tyrannos “tyrant”; ϝαναξ wanax “warrior-king”)

 Building technology
– (e.g. πύργος pyrgos “tower”)

 Personal names and theonyms
– (e.g. Οδυσσεύς Odysseus)
– (e.g. Ερµής Hermes)

 Place names
– -nth- (e.g. Κόρινθος Korinthos, Ζάκυνθος Zakynthos)
– -ss- (e.g. Παρνασσός Parnassos)
– -tt- (e.g. Λυκαβηττός Lykabettos)
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Mycenaean Greeks
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Mycenaean warfare
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Mycenaean warfare

 Defensive battlements

 Battle chariot

 Armor
– Tusk helmets, bronze plate armor (officers)
– Leather and linen (soldiers)

 Ox hide and wood shields

 Bronze swords and daggers

 Bronze-tipped thrusting spears

 Light javelins

 Longbows

 Slings
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Linear B
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Michael Ventris
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Names mentioned in this and 
similar Hittite treaties include

 Ahhiyawa (Achaeans)

 Drdny (Dardanians?)

 Wilusa (Ilios)

 Danaja (Danaans)
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Troy
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Collapse of the Bronze Age

42

“Period of Calamities”
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