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Athens and the Art of SocietyMeeting 6

● Athenian History
● Persian Empire
● The Persian Invasions
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Upcoming dates

 Monday 24 October Proposal due via BlackBoard

 Make sure you are signed up for your presentation
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Archaic Athens
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Athens and Sparta

 How are they similar?

 How (and why) are they different?
– Geographically

– Ethnically

– Culturally
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Key early Athenian figures

 Theseus (8th century)

 Draco ca. 620 BCE

 Solon ca. 590

 Pisistratus ca. 560

 Cleisthenes ca. 508
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Theseus: unification

7

8

Eupatrids
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Cylon and Megacles
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Drakōn (Draco): Draconian laws
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Solon: wealth, not blood
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Reading

Solon / The Rule of Law
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Peisistratos: champion of the people

14

Reading

Herodotus / The Tyranny 
at Corinth
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Kleisthenes: tribes, council, and lot
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The Persians

17
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The Medes
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The Persians

20

Zoroastrian Dualism
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Vassals and Satraps

23

The Great King
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Cyrus
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Cyrus
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Persian majesty
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29
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Cambyses

31

Darius and Xerxes

32

Reading

Aeschylus / from The 
Persians
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Wars with Persia

Ionian rebellion 499 BCE

Darius’s invasion 490

 Battle of Marathon

Xerxes’s invasion 480

 Battle of Thermopylae

 Battle of Salamis

 Battle of Plataea
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Battle of Marathon

35

Themistocles
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Triremes

37

Reading

Herodotus / The Battle of 
Thermopylae
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Battle of Salamis
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