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The Fall of the Republic (continued)Meeting 26

● Populares and Optimates
● Marius and Sulla
● Caesar
● Octavian and Antony
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Upcoming dates

 Monday 12 December Images Essay due via BlackBoard

 Tuesday 20 December Final Exam
2:30–4:30 p.m.

 Monday 26 December Ultimate Deadline for late papers 
and resubmissions
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The Acquisition of Empire
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Consequences of empire
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The problem of the provinces
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Divisions within the nobility

◼ Leaders who seek popularity 
among the people of Rome

◼ Demonize the senate as 
oppressing the masses and 
protecting privilege at Rome’s 
expense, especially in war

◼ Urge Romans to place their 
faith and trust in great men, 
not institutions

POPULARES OPTIMATES

Leaders who seek to protect 
the old ways

Champion the senate as 
guardians of tradition and the 
collective, anonymous rule that 
made Rome strong

Urge Romans to place their 
faith and trust in institutions, 
not great men

Examples
◼ The Gracchus brothers
◼ Gaius Marius
◼ Julius Caesar
◼ Octavian/Augustus

Examples
Sulla
Metellus Numidicus
Cato (the younger)
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The end of the Republic
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The brothers Gracchus
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Gaius Marius
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Client kingdoms

Numidia
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Jugurthine War

11

Cimbri and Teutones
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Social War
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Sulla and Pompey

14

The “head count” army
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Marius and Sulla
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Client kingdoms

Pontus
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Mithridates of Pontus
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Marius and Cinna take over Rome
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Sulla the dictator

L. Cornelius Sulla
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Pompey

Cn. Pompeius Magnus
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Cicero

M. Tullius Cicero
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Conspiracy of Catiline
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Julius Caesar
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Julius Caesar

C. Iulius Caesar
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The “First Triumvirate” (60-53 BCE)

Pompey Crassus

Caesar
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Pompey in the east

Cn. Pompeius Magnus
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Caesar in Gaul

28

The Murder of Clodius

29

Cato the Younger

M. Porcius Cato
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Crossing the Rubicon: ‘The die is cast’
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Caesar the Dictator

32

The Assassination of Caesar
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Caesar’s successors

Antony Octavian
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