Women in The Epic of Gilgamesh

The story so far
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* Understanding the complexities of evidence
= Culture and tradition, period, class, and medium shape the evidence

= Survival, translation, preconceptions, and bias shape understanding

* Consistent gender divide in ancient cultures
len are responsible for the pu and the p)

nen are responsible for the private and the future

* The gods are divided according to gender
* They serve as a contrast to human behavior
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The Mediterranean world

Periodization

The “Common Era” calendar

Birth of You are
Christ here

BCE (Before the Common Era) CE (Common Era)
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Eras of (Mediterranean) history

Invention of Fall of
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Romans destroy Carthage: 146 BCE
Occurs during the 2" century BCE
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Periodization

Historians divide history into “eras” based on how we can
characterize society

Archaeologists divide history into “ages” based on changes in
prevalent technology

These periods help organize our studies, but also overgeneralize
places and times within each period

Periods of Greek history

Bronze Age Aegean

(Minoans and Mycenaeans) Greek “Dark Age Archaic Classical ; Hellenistic

1600 1400

Periods of Roman history

Augustus

Period Republic Principate Byzantine Empire




Evidence

How do past events get to us?

(1) Stories are passed on

Written documents
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(1) Stories are passed on

Written documents

Oral history

(2) Things survive

Archaeology

(2) Things survive

Archaeology

Material culture (tools,
coins, etc.)
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(2) Things survive

Archaeology

Material culture (tools,
coins, etc.)

Art

Example: Epic of Gilgamesh

Kinds of evidence

Primary source
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Problems with primary sources?

Intentional bias

Unintentional bias

Point of view

Survival

Translation

CONCLUSION:
There are no facts in history

“Books are not made to be believed,
but to be subjected to inquiry.
When we consider a book,

we mustn’t ask ourselves what it says

but what it means.”

— William of Baskerville in Umberto Eco’s The Name of the Rose

Example: Pliny the Younger, 79 CE

Eruption of Mt. Vesuvius, 79 CE
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Fertile Crescent
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The city-state

Ziggurat

10



9/1/22

Rivalry for resources — warfare

The deluge

Life and afterlife

11



The Epic of Gilgamesh

Characters

Gilgamesh
NIGE]
Enkidu

Shamhat

Shamash
Humbaba
Ishtar

Uta-napishti

king of Uruk
his divine mother
his friend

a prostitute in Uruk

sun-god
forest guardian
great goddess

survivor of the Flood
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Selections from The Epic of Gilgamesh

King Gilgamesh

Shamhat
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Ishtar (Inanna)

Readings
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Abusch, “Ishtar’s Proposal and Gilgamesh’s Refusal”

47

Hagsris, ‘Inanna-lshtar as Paradox”

48

Bailey, “Initiation and the Primal Woman”
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Concluding thoughts: Sumer and Gilgamesh
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