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Ancient Goddesses and GodsMeeting 4

● The pagan god
● Gender norms among gods
● Kronos and Rhea
● Hesiod and Theogony

1

Mediterranean Sea

Black Sea

Aegean Sea

Bosphoros

Anatolia

Thrace

Greek
Mainland

Peloponnese

Crete

2

Periods of Greek history

1
BCE

1600
BCE

1400 1200 1000 800 600 400 200

Mycenaean
Period

Greek
“Dark Age”

Archaic
Period

Classical 
Period

Hellenistic 
Period

(Romans)

B R O N Z E  A G E I R O N  A G E

3



9/11/22

2

Minoan peak sanctuaries
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Bull-leaping
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Mycenaean Greeks
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The Trojan War
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The rhapsode
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New Greek world and Hesiod
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The Greeks’ relationship with their gods

­ No priestly class

­ Understanding of the gods comes from 
literature

­ Gods react to mortals’ betrayals of the 
community

­ Rarely punish the wrongdoer only, often 
visiting suffering on family and descendants
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Great mothers vs. goddesses
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Pre-Olympian Gods

14

Zeus
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Athena
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Artemis
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Hestia
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Aphrodite
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Hera
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Demeter
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Hekate
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Zeus’s marriages
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Dalliances of the gods
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Readings
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Pomeroy, “Goddesses and Gods”
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Hesiod, “Theogony”
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Slater, “The Greek Family in History and Myth”
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Zeitlin, “The Myth of Pandora”

29

Nixon, “The Cults of Demeter and Kore”
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Concluding thoughts: Greek gods & goddesses
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Rome, 2nd century CE
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