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The Bronze Age and its Homeric Echo

Upcoming dates

Monday 3 October due via BlackBoard

Thursday 29 September no meeting

Dalliances of the gods




Readings

Pomeroy, “Goddesses and Gods”

Hesiod, “Theogony”
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Slater, “The Greek Family in History and Myth”

Zeitlin, “The Myth of Pandora”

Nixon, “The Cults of Demeter and Kore”
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Concluding thoughts: Greek gods & goddesses

The Bronze Age and its Homeric Echo
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Collapse of the Bronze Age

“Period of Calamities”

14

Transition to the Dark Age

Decline

Collapse of palace economy and culture

Deconstruction of strict class structure

Depopulation and migration (lonians and Dorians)

Continuity

Rural everyday life

Religion

Development

Ironworking

Protogeometric ceramics
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Protogeometric

Geometric




The Eastern Med in the early Dark Age

Greek alphabet

Dipylon inscription
ca. 740 BC

The rhapsode
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Greek religion

“Homeric society”

Regional diversity of custom and tradition

Emergence of ‘hellenism’

Contrasting idea of barbaroi

Xenia — guest friendship

Critical importance of marriage bond

Agonal society
Timé — honor and respect
Areté — achievement of excellence




Iliad and Odyssey

Story of the Aegean trade conflict

Emphasis on the bonds and connections
within a community

Expectations of human behavior, often
contrasted with the gods’ behavior

(Mortal) women in Homer

Readings
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Homer, “Agamemnon’s Insult”

Homer, “Nausicaa and the Stranger”

Homer, “The Artifice of Penelope”

10



9/19/22

Arthur, “The Western Attitude Toward Women”

Ortner, “Is Female to Male as Nature Is to Culture?”

Dowden, “Approaching Women Through Myth”
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Arthur, “The Divided World of Iliad VI”
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