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Women and the Athenian PolisMeeting 8

● Athens
● Female Seclusion
● Eumenides
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Periods of Greek history
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The Polis
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Theseus: unification
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5

Eupatrids
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Drakōn (Draco): Draconian laws
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Solon: wealth, not blood
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Peisistratos: champion of the people
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Kleisthenes: tribes, council, and lot
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Athenian Democracy

Citizen Assembly ekklesia
– Quorum of 6,000
– Legislation, election, decrees, trials

Council of 500 boulē
– Prepares measures for the Assembly
– Executes will of Assembly (administration)
– Chosen by lot

Archons archontes
– Chosen by lot

Military magistrates strategoi
– Elected by Assembly
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Democracy
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Perikles
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Readings
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Pomeroy, “Women and the City of Athens”
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Aeschylos, from Eumenides
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Agamemnon Klytaemnestra

Iphigeneia Elektra Orestes

Menelaos Helen

Atreos Thyestes

Aegisthos

Pelops

Tantalos

The cursed house of Atreos

17

Herodotos, from The Histories
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Dewald, “Women and Culture in Herodotus”
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Katz, “Ideology and the ‘Status of Women’”
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Pomeroy, “Women’s Identity in the Classical Polis”

21



10/16/22

8

Walker, “Women and Housing in Classical Greece”
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Rome, 2nd century CE
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