
3/25/23

1

History of Ancient Rome
S P R I N G  2 0 2 3
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Succession and Empire
The Death of Augustus
Tiberius and Caligula
Claudius and Nero

The Year of Four Emperors
Vespasian and the Flavian Recovery

t o p i c s
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Upcoming Dates

§ Thursday, April 6 No class meeting (spring recess)
Thursday, April 13

2

Pax Romana

3
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Acts of the Divine 
Augustus

AUGUSTUS

4

Impact of Augustus on Life and Culture

5

Selections

CATULLUS
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Succession

7

The problem of the legion

8

The Principle of 
Adoption

TACITUS
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Deification

10

The Death of 
Augustus and the 
Accession of Tiberius

TACITUS

11

After Augustus

12
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The principate and later periods

Principate Dominate

Constantinian

Constantinian

13

Julius Caesar Julia M. Atius Balbus

Atia C. Octavius

Augustus Livia Drusilla Ti. Claudius Nero Octavia M. AntoniusScribonia

Tiberius Drusus AntoniaJulia

ClaudiusGermanicusAgrippinaPostumusGaiusLucius

Caligula AgrippinillaCn. Domitius
Ahenobarbus

Nero

BritannicusOctavia

Messalina

VipsaniaM. Agrippa

Julius Caesar Julia M. Atius Balbus

Atia C. Octavius

Augustus Livia Drusilla Ti. Claudius Nero Octavia M. AntoniusScribonia

Tiberius Drusus AntoniaJulia

ClaudiusGermanicusAgrippinaPostumusGaiusLucius

Caligula AgrippinillaCn. Domitius
Ahenobarbus

Nero

BritannicusOctavia

Messalina

VipsaniaM. Agrippa

The Julio-Claudians

14

Tiberius

Ti. Claudius Drusus ®
Ti. Caesar Augustus, 14–37

15
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Germanicus

Germanicus Julius Caesar

16

Retirement to Capri and Sejanus

17

Caligula

C. Iulius Caesar Germanicus ®
C. Caesar Augustus Germanicus, 37– 41
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Claudius

Ti. Claudius Nero Germanicus ®
Ti. Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus, 41– 54

19

A Speech on 
Incorporating the 
Gauls

CLAUDIUS

20

The Pumpkinification 
(“Apocolocyntosis”) of 
Claudius

SENECA

Colocynth

21
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Nero

L. Domitius Ahenobarbus ®
Nero Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus, 54–68

22

Nero as emperor

23

Gender and culture in the principate

24
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Commerce in the principate

25

The Flavian Principate

26

The end of Nero

27
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The Year of Four Emperors (69 CE)

Galba Otho Vitellius Vespasian

28

The Legions Proclaim 
Vespasian Emperor

TACITUS

29

The “secret of the empire”

“Welcome as the death of Nero had been in the first burst of joy, 
yet it had not only roused various emotions in Rome, among the 
Senators, the people, or the soldiery of the capital, it had also 
excited all the legions and their generals; for now had been 
divulged that secret of the empire, that emperors could be made 
elsewhere than at Rome.”    —Tacitus
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Vespasian

31

Law Concerning the 
Power of Vespasian

LEGAL TEXT 

32

Flavian Dynasty

33
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Titus

34

The Jewish War

35

The Roman Army in 
the First Century CE

JOSEPHUS

36
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Domitian

37

How Domitian 
Attempted to Amuse 
the Populace

SUETONIUS
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