The Third Century Crisis

The severans

Upcoming Dates
= Monday, May 8

= Thursday, May 18

Position Paper due via BlackBoard

Final Exa 15t0 815 p.m.

The Five Good Emperors

Steady leadership in Rome as the
empire focuses to defending what it has
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Nerva-Antonines

Trajan

Hadrian

Nerva-Antonines [cont'd)

Antoninus Pius

Marcus Aurelius

EUTROPIUS

The Reign of Marcus
Aurelius
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“Five Good Emperors”

MARCUS AURELIUS

On the Virtue of
Antoninus Pius ¢ ; Trajan

Hadrian

Antoninus Pius

The Waning of Stability
Marcus Aurelius

Under Commodus and the 2rans,

the weaknesses of the principate are
Commodus
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{ B 193: Year of the Five Emperors

Pertinax(193)

+ DidiusJulianus (193)
Pescennius Niger (193)
Clodius Albinus (193, 196-197)

* Septimius Severus(193-211)

HERODIAN

How Didius Julianus
Bought the Empire at
Auction
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The Severans

Severan reforms

= Senate diminished
R

= Stronger economic controls

= Provinces raised to level of Italy

= Military reforms

Caracall

Lucius Septimius Bass]am&

Imperator Caesar Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Augustus

15

4/23/23



4/23/23

“Antonine Constitution” Later Severans
7

= Citizenship extended to nearly all freemen throughout the Roman
Empire

= Reduced privileged position of Italy

= Emphasizes divides
. Con onquered
nd rural
man and othe

= Uniform tax liability

= Recruiting for army
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Relative Stability

= Year of Four Emperors 69

VARIOUS
69-96

The Lives of Soldiers
and Sailors

The Third Century Crisis

The Empire collapses politically,
militarily, and economically




What is the Third Century Crisis?

= Perpetual political chaos
= Increasing economic dislocation
= Invasions across Euphrates and Danube

= Religious disunity feeds cultural fragmentation

Causes of the Third Century Crisis - Political

= Severans did not produce another Severus
= Legitimacy of imperial rule

= Internal tensions

= Civil wars between would-be emperors

= Imper archy

Causes of the Third Century Crisis - Military

= Pressure on frontiers
. ont

nt Parthians and c
= Not enough manpower or money

= Civil wars between would-be emperors
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Causes of the Third Century Crisis — Economic

= Rising cost of military
= Debasement
= Taxation
= Depopulation
. ague in Italy, oth nportant cities
ulting famin

= Strain on system leads to greater oppression of locals

= Christian persecutions




Z208IMUS

Imperial Weakness
Invites Barbarian
Aggression

Roman coins

aureus (gold)
denarius (silver)
sestertius (brass)
dupondius (brass)

as (copper)

Currency Debasement

Antonianus (2 denarius coin introduced by Caracalla)

260s CE ~20%

2705 CE <5% fineness
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Grams of Silver per Coin

4

Timeline of Roman Emperor Deaths
v

Economic fallout

= Inflationary spiral
flation in prices
+ “Collapse oficlrrency
= Shortfall in precious metals
= Decline of trade and commerce
= Reduced demand for manufactured goods

= Depletion of skilled labor

= Disruption of agriculture

= Tax levies on provinces are in fixed amounts

Religion in the Roman Empire

The diversity of religion in the Empire
and the foundations of Roman
Christianity
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Religious ideologies in the empire
= Local paganism
+ Roman statgreligi
= Emperor worship
= Henotheism
= Philosophical monotheism

= Dualism

= Eastern Monotheism
- Judaism

evolutlonorg Monothelsm
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Rebuilding the Empire: Aurelian

EUSEBIUS

The Persecution
under Decius
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VOPISCUS

Aurelian’s Conquest
of Palmyra
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