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History of Ancient Rome
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The New Empire
Dividing the Empire

The Tetrarchy
Constantine

The Rise of Christianity
Orthodoxy and Heresy

t o p i c s
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Upcoming Dates

§ Monday, May 8 Position Paper due via BlackBoard

§ Thursday, May 18 Final Exam, 6:15 to 8:15  p.m.
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Imperial Weakness 
Invites Barbarian 
Aggression

ZOSIMUS
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Rebuilding the Empire: Aurelian
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Aurelian’s Conquest 
of Palmyra

VOPISCUS
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Diocletian
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Efforts to Stabilize the 
Economy

DIOCLETIAN AND CONSTANTINE 

7

Tetrarchy
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Constantine’s reunification
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Constantine Founds 
Constantinople, 
324 CE

SOZOMEN
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Religion in the Roman Empire

The diversity of religion in the Empire 
and the foundations of Roman 
Christianity

13

Religious ideologies in the empire
§ Local paganism 

• Roman state religion

§ Emperor worship
§ Henotheism

§ Philosophical monotheism

§ Dualism
• Zoroastrianism
• Manichaeism

§ Eastern Monotheism
• Judaism
• Christianity
• Islam
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Revolutionary Monotheism
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Sun-worship: Sol Invictus, Mithraism
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The Growth of Christianity
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The Persecution 
under Decius

EUSEBIUS
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The Edict of Milan
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The Edict of Milan

CONSTANTINE
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Christianization

The Roman Empire merges with its 
rival for dominance, the Christian 
Church
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The Conversion of 
Constantine

EUSEBIUS

23

Christianity as a state religion

• Council of Nicaea (325)
• Nicene creed
• Filioque
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Orthodoxy and heresy
§ Christology

§ Gnosticism

§ Donatists

§ Arianism

§ Monophysitism

§ Nestorianism

25

Constantinople

Antioch

Jerusalem
Alexandria

Rome
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Julian the Apostate

27
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Letter to Arsacius

JULIAN
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Theodsius: Christianity made official

29

Separation of east and west
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