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History of Ancient Rome
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The End of Antiquity
The Fall of the West

Romanitas

t o p i c s
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Upcoming Dates

§ Thursday, May 18 Final Exam, 6:15 to 8:15  p.m.

§ Thursday, May 25 Ultimate Deadline

• No late papers or resubmissions for 
reversible deductions after this date

• No exceptions

• Any incompletes owing to personal
emergencies must be mutually agreed
before this date
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Final Exam
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Theodsius: Christianity made official
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Separation of east and west
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Fall of the West

The Western Empire suffers setbacks in 
the Fifth Century and falls to “barbarian” 
successors, while the Eastern Empire 
survives through the Middle Ages
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The Greatness of 
Rome in the Days 
of Ruin, 413CE

RUTILIUS NAMATIANUS 
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Germanic movements
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Visigoths and other Germans
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Alaric’s Sack of 
Rome, 410 CE

PROCOPIUS OF 
CAESAREA 

10

Shadow emperors
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The Battle of 
Chalôns, 451 CE

JORDANES

12



5/7/23

5

Odoacer and Theodoric
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The Byzantine Empire
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Byzantine emperors
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Constantinople
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Western
Christendom

Eastern Roman Empire
(Byzantine Empire)

Islamic Caliphates

Successors to the Romans
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Roman questions
§ Why Rome?

§ Why Carthage? Why Hannibal?

§ What made the Republic fall?

§ What made the Western Empire fall? 

§ Why did the Eastern Empire endure?

§ Did Christianization save the Empire, or destroy it?

§ What was the Roman idea? How did it change?

§ What is Rome’s legacy for us?
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The Roman idea
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