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History of Ancient Rome
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The Acquisition of Empire
Carthage

Rome and the East
The Effect of Empire

t o p i c s
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Upcoming Dates

§ Monday, March 6 Images essay due via BlackBoard

§ Monday, March 20 Proposal due
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The Samnites and Pyrrhus

Adapting to military crises, an 
expanding Rome becomes 
unstoppable even in defeat
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Final absorption of Latium
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The Defeat of the 
Latins

LIVY
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Italian Wars—Timeline

500 450 400 350 300 250
BCE

Recurring defensive wars with 
the Hill Peoples, Etruscans, and nearby tribes

Conquest 
of Veii
(396)

Sack of 
Rome
(390)

Second 
Samnite 

War
(326–304)

Samnite Wars

Latin 
Revolt
(340–338)

Battle of 
Lake Regillus
(496)

F I F T H  C E N T U R Y F O U R T H  C E N T U R Y
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The Samnites’ ‘Linen 
Legion’ Remains 
Undaunted

LIVY
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Battle of the Caudine Forks

321 BCE
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The Roman Maniple 
vs. the Macedonian 
Phalanx

POLYBIUS
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Legacies of the Second Samnite War

­ Manipular army means more training and 
longer service 

­ Roman control over Samnium and 
Campania

­ Greeks of Southern Italy realize that 
they’re next
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Romanization
§ Latin Rights

• Trade
• Intermarriage
• Migration

§Municipalities (municipia)

§Colonies (coloni)
§Allies (socii)
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Hubs of Romanness

Uthnia, North Africa
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Ephesus, Asia Minor
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Pyrrhus
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Legacies of the Pyrrhic War

­ Demonstration of deep Roman resources 
even in defeat 

­ Assertion of hegemony over Italy

­ Coveting of Sicily
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Effects of Roman Expansion
§ Trade and manufacturing
§ Civil projects

§ Coinage

§ Land

§ Class
§ Art and culture
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The First Punic War

The Romans again transform themselves 
in order to defeat their new nemesis, 
Carthage
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Punic Wars—Timeline

300 250 200 150 100
BCE

T H I R D  C E N T U R Y S E C O N D  C E N T U R Y

Pyrrhic War
(280–275)

Third 
Punic War
(149–146)

Second 
Punic War
(218–201)

First 
Punic War
(264–241)
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Why Carthage?

­ Inheritor of Phoenician trading skill and 
maritime technology  

­ Two outstanding natural harbors

­ Ideally situated to command passage of 
trade in Western Mediterranean

­ Old, strong, and established as a naval 
and economic power
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Rome

Carthage
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Rome

Carthage

Sicily
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Carthaginian warships
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Trireme

­ Fast and nimble  

­ Able to ram enemy ships
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Roman trireme
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Claudius Pulcher and the sacred chickens
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Legacies of the First Punic War

­ Rome survives through adaptation by 
becoming a sea power  

­ Rome now an international power on par 
with Carthage

­ Punitive terms of the peace open the way 
for the Second Punic war

­ Rome must now administer foreign 
conquered territory
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The province

38

Promagistrates

­ A promagistrate is an ex-praetor or ex-consul 
whose imperium has been extended 
(prorogued) beyond his term of office

­ This propraetor or proconsul is then given a 
portfolio of responsibilities (province)   
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The dangers of the proconsul

­ Possesses imperium but is not constrained 
by the traditional limitations of the 
consulship or the praetorship

­ No colleague

­ Sometimes left in place for years

­ Far from Rome 

­ No support staff

­ An army at his command   
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The Second Punic War

Rome overcomes its greatest enemy, 
Hannibal, by finally embracing its role 
as an imperial power
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Rome and Carthage
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Hannibal Barca
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Hannibal

CORNELIUS NEPOS 
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Hannibal’s Plan
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Rome and Carthage in Spain
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Breaching the Alps
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First Disaster: Trebia

218 BCE

49 50

Gauls swell Hannibal’s forces
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Second Disaster: Lake Trasimene

217 BCE

52 53

Consul killed, armies destroyed
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Italians turn against Rome
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Fabius the Delayer

Q. Fabius Maximus Verrucosus
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Third Disaster: Cannæ

216 BCE
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The Battle of Cannæ

POLYBIUS

58

Why did Hannibal not march on Rome?

­ Taking Rome more difficult than defeating 
her armies

­ Hannibal’s siege of Rome would have been 
vulnerable to Rome’s other armies

­ Carthage’s goal was to force Rome into a 
deal over Spain and weaken its position in 
Italy, reducing it to a lesser power

59

­ Latins and many Italian tribes remained loyal 
to Rome

­ Hannibal’s massacres only drove Rome to 
bitter resolve never to negotiate with him

­ Hannibal loses the support of the 
Carthaginian senate and nobility
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Roman response

­ Replenish army

­ Rebuild alliances

­ Undermine Carthaginian navy

­ Rituals to appease the gods and strengthen 
divine support

­ Take the offensive
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The Magna Mater

LIVY, PRUDENTIUS 
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Roman offensive
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The Siege of Syracuse

POLYBIUS
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Archimedes
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The Sack of Syracuse
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Second Punic War as a Multi-Theater War

67

Taking the offensive

P. Cornelius Scipio (later Africanus)
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The Battle of Zama

202 BCE
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70 71

“Carthago delenda est”

M. Porcius Cato (a.k.a. Cato the Elder)
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Third Punic War
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The acquisition of empire

The effects of having an empire 
profoundly affect the course of the 
Republic
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Italian land
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The wealth of empire
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Slavery in the Roman 
Republic

VARIOUS
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The province
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Cultural influence

80

From The Menaechmi

PLAUTUS
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The legion

82

Accounts of the 
Roman State Religion

VARIOUS
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Rome, the city

84



2/20/23

29

Cato Opposes 
Extravagance

LIVY
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Rome and the East

Rome’s growing dominion over the 
east involves brokering alliances and 
playing empires against each other
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Roman Wars of Expansion—Timeline

F I F T H  C E N T U R Y F O U R T H  C E N T U R Y

Second 
Samnite 
War

(326–304)

Veii
(396)

Sack
(390)

Lake 
Regillus

(496)

Pyrrhic
War

(280–275)

Second 
Punic 
War

(218–202)

First 
Punic 
War

(264–241)

T H I R D  C E N T U R Y S E C O N D  C E N T U R Y

Third 
Punic 
War

(149–146)

P U N I C  W A R S

S A M N I T E  W A R S
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Roman Wars of Expansion—Timeline

F I F T H  C E N T U R Y F O U R T H  C E N T U R Y

Second 
Samnite 
War

(326–304)

Veii
(396)

Sack
(390)

Lake 
Regillus

(496)

Pyrrhic
War

(280–275)

Second 
Punic 
War

(218–202)

First 
Punic 
War

(264–241)

T H I R D  C E N T U R Y S E C O N D  C E N T U R Y

Third 
Punic 
War

(149–146)

P U N I C  W A R S

M A C E D O N I A N  W A R S

Syrian 
War

(192–188)

Third 
Mac. 
War
(171-167)

Achaean 
War
(146)

S A M N I T E  W A R S
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Roman Wars of Expansion—Timeline

F I F T H  C E N T U R Y F O U R T H  C E N T U R Y

Battle of 

Lake 
Regillus

(496)

T H I R D  C E N T U R Y S E C O N D  C E N T U R Y

P U N I C  W A R S

M A C E D O N I A N  W A R S

S A M N I T E  W A R S

Battle of the 

Caudine
Forks
(321)

Battle of 

Zama
(202)

Battles of 

The Trebia (218)
Lake Trasimene (217)

Cannae (216)
Destr. of 

Carthage
(146)

Destr. of 
Corinth
(146)

Battle of 
Pydna
(168)

Battle of 
Magnesia

(190)

Sack of 
Rome
(390)
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Destruction of Corinth, 146

In Greece: Liberator and Destroyer
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The Destruction of 
Corinth

POLYBIUS
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The Hellenistic East

92

The Hellenistic east
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Roman Empire after 200

94

Roman influence

95 96


