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History of Ancient Rome
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Augustus, Princeps, Imperator
Octavian becomes Augustus

The Principate
The Pax Romana

t o p i c s
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Philosophy
§ Stoicism

• "virtue is the only good”
• Rejection of desire and fear

§ Epicureanism
• Tranquility through modest life and gained knowledge

§ Perpipatetics
• Followers of Aristotle
• Logic applied to experience and observation
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Scipio’s Dream

CICERO

3



3/19/23

2

The Position Paper

Research and structure
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The position paper
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Elephant Pamphlet
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Structure of a position paper
Introduction

¢ State the problem (some say … others say …)
¢ Give your thesis (I believe…)

First reason
¢ ASSERTION #1
¢ Evidence from primary or secondary sources
¢ Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Second reason
¢ ASSERTION #2
¢ Evidence from primary or secondary sources
¢ Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Third reason
¢ ASSERTION #3
¢ Evidence from primary or secondary sources
¢ Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Conclusion
¢ Address counterarguments
¢ Connect your “reason” sections together
¢ Restate your thesis as having been demonstrated
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Approaches to research
§ “Suggested Reading” in text

§ Look up relevant primary sources used in the Reader

§ Ancient Texts index on my website

§ Search for library books and articles
• Lehman Library OneSearch lehman.edu/library
• Worldcat worldcat.org

§ Footnotes in the books you’ve already found

§ Good ol’ Prof. Wilson
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Citations
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Points to remember
§ Cite all information from outside your head

• Direct quotes
• Paraphrases
• Information, facts, statistics
• Ideas

§ Everything in the paper should support your thesis argument

§ Do not just narrate the history

§ Check the requirements for all papers (Requirements tab)

§ Citing ancient sources
• Homer ‘s Iliad, Book 6, line 623 Hom. Il. 6.623

• Polybius‘s Histories, book 3, section 46 Polyb. 3.46
• Plutarch‘s Biography of Alexander,

section 62, verse 2 Plut. Alex.62.2
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Octavian and Antony
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Battle of Actium 
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Life in Rome in the 
Late Republic

SALLUST
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Octavian becomes Augustus
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When does the Republic end?
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Augustus, Princeps, Imperator
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Augustus, Princeps, Imperator
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The principate and later periods

Constantinian

Constantinian

Principate Dominate
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First settlement (27 BCE)
§ “Restoration of the Republic”

§ Ten-year guardianship of provinces

§ Titles of Augustus and Princeps
• (Begins calling himself Imperator Caesar divi filius)

§ Right to hang the corona civica

§ Annual consulship

21



3/19/23

8

Second settlement (23 BCE)
§ Consular imperium

• Commander of every army
• Superior of every governor
• Supreme authority over city of Rome

§ Power of a tribune of the plebs
• Convene the Senate
• Veto
• Sacrosanctity

§ Power of a censor
• Supervision of morals and senate membership
• Judicial review
• Census
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Other powers of Augustus
§ pontifex maximus (12 BCE)

§ Caesar’s name
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Timeline of Augustus (63 BCE–14 CE) 
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The Secular Hymn

HORACE
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Imperialism under Augustus
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The Battle of 
Teutoburg Forest

VELLEIUS PATERCULUS 
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Pax Romana
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Acts of the Divine 
Augustus

AUGUSTUS
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The problem of the legion

30



3/19/23

11

Succession
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The Death of 
Augustus and the 
Accession of Tiberius

TACITUS
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Deification
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Impact of Augustus on Life and Culture
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Selections

CATULLUS
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