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Civilizations of the Ancient World
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Ancient Asia: 
China, India, and the Steppes

Clouds
Asian barriers

Scythians
Indus Valley

Hinduism and Buddhism

t o p i c s
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Upcoming Dates

§ Monday, April 17 Essay #2 due via BlackBoard
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Clouds
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Athenian theater: tragedy and comedy
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Comedy

5

Aristophanes
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Surviving comedies by Aristophanes
Archanians 425 BCE
Knights 424
Clouds 423
Wasps 422
Peace 421
Birds 414
Thesomophoria 411
Lysistrata 411
Frogs 405
Assemblywomen 392
Wealth 388

7

Clouds
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Characters
Strepsiades A farmer who married an aristocratic lady

Pheidippides His son, a playboy

“Socrates”

Additional characters:
§ Students of Socrates
§ Creditors
§ “Just Argument” and “Unjust Argument”
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Ancient Asia

The development of cultural 
responsibility forms the background 
for key religious movements
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South and east Asia
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Scythians
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Bactrians and Parthians
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India: Indus Valley (Harappan) Civilization
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India: Vedic Civilization
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Hinduism
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Buddhism
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Confucianism
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Silk Road
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