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The Roman Republic
Carthage

Roman history
The kings of Rome
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Upcoming Dates

§ Monday, April 17 Essay #2 due via BlackBoard

§ Monday, May 15 Essay #3 due via BlackBoard

§ Tuesday, May 23 Final Exam, 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.
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Rome under the Kings

The legendary kings of Rome and the 
shaping of Roman culture
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The Roman king
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Regal period Rome
§ Family and clan

§ Census and class

§ Origins of later institutions

§ The pomerium
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(I) Romulus
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(II) Numa Pompilius
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(VII) L. Tarquinius Superbus
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The Rape of Lucretia
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Early Roman values
§ Virtus
§ Pietas
§ Fides
§ Gravitas and Constantia
§ Auctoritas

§ Later described as the mos maiorum
(the ways of our ancestors)
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The Early Republic
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Exile of the Tarquins

Brutus
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Patricians
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The Republic

Collegiality

Annularity

Imperium

Cursus honorum
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Roman Republic

Consuls (2)
Chief executive, commander

Praetors (6)
Justice and support for consuls

Aediles (4)
Public buildings and games

Quaestors (10)
Treasury and audits

Censors (2)
Census, fill senate

Tribune of the Plebs (10)
Represent plebs’ interests

Dictator
Crises only

MAGISTRATESASSEMBLIES

Centuriate Assembly
• Army as assembly
• Matters of war and peace
• Elects consuls and praetors

Tribal Assembly

Plebeian 
Assembly

Curiate Assembly
• Only meets to vote 

imperium

SENATE

• Ex-magistrates and 
priests

• Advisory role—no 
lawmaking power 
but great influence

• Increasingly directs 
foreign policy
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“Struggle of the Orders”
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Decemviri and the Twelve Tables
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