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The Republican Crisis
Expansion in Italy
The Punic Wars

The Breakdown of the Republic
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Upcoming Dates

§ Monday, May 15 Essay #3 due via BlackBoard

§ Tuesday, May 23 Final Exam, 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.
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Roman Expansionism
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Roman Wars of Expansion—Timeline
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Dynamics of Roman imperialism
§ Crisis

§ Adaptation

§ Romanization

5

Ancient Italy
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Timeline: Wars in Italy

Wars with Hill Peoples
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The Capture of Veii, 396
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The Sack of Rome, 390
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Samnite Wars
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From Phalanx to Maniple
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The Pyrrhic War, 280-275
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The Punic Wars
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Carthage
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Punic Wars—Timeline
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First Punic War
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Second Punic War

Hannibal Barca
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Sack of Syracuse, 212
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Scipio and the Battle of Zama
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Third Punic War

“CARTHAGO DELENDA EST”
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Roman Wars in the East
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The Hellenistic east
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Rome in the east
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Defeating the Hellenistic empires
§ Battle of Magnesia (190) – defeat of the Seleucid Empire

§ Line in the sand (168) – Antiochus stopped from taking Egypt

§ Battle of Pydna (168) – defeat of Macedon

§ Destruction of Corinth (146)
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In Greece: Liberator and destroyer
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Hellenization

29

The Consequences of Empire
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Consequences of empire
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The problem of the provinces
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Divisions within the nobility

• Leaders who seek popularity 
among the people of Rome

• Demonize the senate as 
oppressing the masses and 
protecting privilege at Rome’s 
expense, especially in war

• Urge Romans to place their
faith and trust in great men, 
not institutions

POPULARES OPTIMATES

• Leaders who seek to protect 
the old ways

• Champion the senate as 
guardians of tradition and the 
collective, anonymous rule that 
made Rome strong

• Urge Romans to place their 
faith and trust in institutions, 
not great men

Examples
• The Gracchus brothers
• Gaius Marius
• Julius Caesar
• Octavian/Augustus

Examples
• Sulla
• Metellus Numidicus
• Cato (the younger)

• Leaders who seek popularity 
among the people of Rome

• Demonize the senate as 
oppressing the masses and 
protecting privilege at Rome’s 
expense, especially in war

• Urge Romans to place their
faith and trust in great men, 
not institutions

POPULARES OPTIMATES

• Leaders who seek to protect 
the old ways

• Champion the senate as 
guardians of tradition and the 
collective, anonymous rule that 
made Rome strong

• Urge Romans to place their 
faith and trust in institutions, 
not great men

Examples
• The Gracchus brothers
• Gaius Marius
• Julius Caesar
• Octavian/Augustus

Examples
• Sulla
• Metellus Numidicus
• Cato (the younger)

• Leaders who seek popularity 
among the people of Rome

• Demonize the senate as 
oppressing the masses and 
protecting privilege at Rome’s 
expense, especially in war

• Urge Romans to place their
faith and trust in great men, 
not institutions

POPULARES OPTIMATES

• Leaders who seek to protect 
the old ways

• Champion the senate as 
guardians of tradition and the 
collective, anonymous rule that 
made Rome strong

• Urge Romans to place their 
faith and trust in institutions, 
not great men

Examples
• The Gracchus brothers
• Gaius Marius
• Julius Caesar
• Octavian/Augustus

Examples
• Sulla
• Metellus Numidicus
• Cato (the younger)

• Leaders who seek popularity 
among the people of Rome

• Demonize the senate as 
oppressing the masses and 
protecting privilege at Rome’s 
expense, especially in war

• Urge Romans to place their
faith and trust in great men, 
not institutions

POPULARES OPTIMATES

• Leaders who seek to protect 
the old ways

• Champion the senate as 
guardians of tradition and the 
collective, anonymous rule that 
made Rome strong

• Urge Romans to place their 
faith and trust in institutions, 
not great men

Examples
• The Gracchus brothers
• Gaius Marius
• Julius Caesar
• Octavian/Augustus

Examples
• Sulla
• Metellus Numidicus
• Cato (the younger)

33



4/30/23

12

The end of the Republic

14 0 13 0 12 0 11 0 10 0 90 80 70 60 50 40 30

Jugurthine
War

Drusus 
murdered

Battle of 
ActiumGracchus brothers 

murdered

Cimbrian War

Social 
War

Second 
Trium-
virate

Sulla 
dictator

Caesar 
dictator

Sulla

Octavian

AntonyCrassus

Caesar

Pompey

Gracchi Marius

Cicero

Cato

Caesar 
murdered

Populares

Optimates

Drusus

34

The brothers Gracchus
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Gaius Marius
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Client kingdoms

Numidia
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Jugurthine War
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Cimbri and Teutones
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Social War
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