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Civilizations of the Ancient World
S P R I N G  2 0 2 3

6

God-Kings of Egypt
Babylon

The Gilgamesh Essay
Egypt

The pharaoh
The Old Kingdom
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Upcoming Dates

§ Tuesday, February 21 No meeting

§ Monday, March 6 Gilgamesh essay due via BlackBoard

§ Tuesday, March 14 Midterm exam
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Semitic peoples of Southwest Asia

Migration, emulation, and assimilation
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Fertile Crescent
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Sargon and Akkad
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Akkadian Empire
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Sargon’s Empire
§ Control of distant resources
§ Connecting disparate peoples
§ Autocratic rule
§ Defortification of cities
§ Unified economy

• Goods

• Access to resources not available locally
• Ideas

§ Vassalage
§ Succession
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The Old Babylonian Empire
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Marduk
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Code of Hammurabi
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Importance of the Code
§ Unified legal system emphasizes benefits of empire
§ Consistent rules for guilt and sentencing 

• From city to city
• From judge to judge

§ Public law
§ State supersedes family
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Egypt

“The gift of the Nile”
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13 14

Timeline: Egypt
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The Nile
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The pharaoh
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The pharaoh’s death
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Ma’at
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The gods
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Hieroglyphs
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Hieroglyphs: cartouche
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The world-views of Sumer and Egypt

Humans and the natural world

Humans and the divine

The ruler as intermediary
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