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Civilizations of the Ancient World
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The Bronze Age Aegean
The Minoans

The Mycenaean Greeks
The End of Gilgamesh
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Upcoming Dates

§ Monday, March 6 Gilgamesh essay due via BlackBoard

§ Tuesday, March 14 Midterm exam
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Gilgamesh essay

Understanding how the people of 
Sumer saw the world using evidence
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Writing a position paper
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Structure of a position paper
Introduction

¢ State the problem (some say … others say …)
¢ Give your thesis (I believe…)

First reason
¢ ASSERTION #1
¢ Evidence from primary or secondary sources
¢ Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Second reason
¢ ASSERTION #2
¢ Evidence from primary or secondary sources
¢ Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Third reason
¢ ASSERTION #3
¢ Evidence from primary or secondary sources
¢ Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Conclusion
¢ Address counterarguments
¢ Connect your “reason” sections together
¢ Restate your thesis as having been demonstrated
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Citations
List in your bibliography 
all books and articles you used 
to support your assertions.

Cite in your footnotes all information 
from your sources, whether it’s quoted, 
paraphrased, or just mentioned as an idea.

Each citation points to an entry in your 
bibliography and adds a page number.
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The Aegean world

Civilization thrives in the Aegean 
long before the Greeks arrive 
from the north
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The Aegean in the Bronze Age
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Cycladic civilization
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Minoan Crete
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Bull-leaping
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Peak sanctuaries
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Linear A
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Palace-cities
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Bronze Age economy
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Indo-Europeans

Nonurban, decentralized, tribal, 
pastoral peoples from the lands north 
of the Black Sea
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Indo-Europeans
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Hittites

Persians Vedic

Mycenaeans

Dorian Greeks

Italic

Celts

Germans Slavs

Armenains

Danube
Afanasevo

27



2/20/23

10

I-E and not I-E
Isolates
Sumerians
Minoans
Etruscans 

Indo-European peoples
Hittites
Greeks (two waves)
Persians
Romans, Italians 
Hindus
(Later arrivals: Slavs, Germans, Celts)

Other Language Groups
Afro-Asiatic
§ Semitic: Akkadians, Babylonians, Arabs, Phoenicians, Hebrews
§ Ancient Egyptians
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Wheeled vehicles
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Hittites

Anatolian Indo-Europeans and early 
developers of bronze techniques, 
industry, and trade 
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Chariot warfare
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Global Diversity in the Bronze Age
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Mycenaean Greeks

Indo-European peoples migrating into 
the Aegean midway through the 
Bronze Age
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Mycenaean Greeks
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Mycenaean warfare
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Linear B
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Michael Ventris
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Names mentioned in this and 
similar Hittite treaties include
• Ahhiyawa (Achaeans)
• Drdny (Dardanians?)
• Wilusa (Ilios)
• Danaja (Danaans)
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Troy
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Collapse of the Bronze Age
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Period of Calamities
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