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History of 
Ancient Rome
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Succession 
and Empire

• The Death of Augustus

• Tiberius and Caligula

• Claudius and Nero

• The Year of Four Emperors

• Vespasian and the Flavians
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Five things today

The Death of Augustus

Tiberius and Caligula

Claudius and Nero

The Year of Four Emperors

Vespasian and the Flavian Recovery
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Upcoming dates

• Thursday, April 25 No class meeting (Spring Break)

• Monday, May 13 Position Paper due via BlackBoard

• Thursday, May 16 Final Exam, 6:15 – 8:15 p.m.
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Quiz #7: Augustus, Princeps, Imperator
1. So… what was the principate, exactly? How specifically was 

Octavian/Augustus given power? 

2. Augustus claimed to have restored the Republic. Do you agree? 

EC1. The Augustan Age included contributions to Latin literature by all of the 
following Romans EXCEPT:

 (a) Horace, the poet known for Satires and Odes

 (b) Bilbonus, author of There and Back Again

 (c) Livy, the prose historian known for Ab Urbe Condita

 (d) Vergil, author of the Aeneid

EC2. What were some of the ways Augustus reformed and stabilized Rome and 
its empire? What were the effects? 
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Questions about whatever
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Primary Source Reading

The Battle of 
Teutoburg Forest 

Velleius Paterculus

7

Pax Romana
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Primary Source Reading

Acts of the Divine 
Augustus 

Augustus
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Impact of Augustus on Life and Culture
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Primary Source Reading

Selections 

Catullus
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What are the problems of Augustus’s reign?
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The problem of the legion
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Succession

14

Primary Source Reading

The Principle of 
Adoption 

Tacitus
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Potential heirs of Augustus
• M. Vipsanius Agrippa son-in-law (married to daughter Iulia) d. 12 BCE

• M. Claudius Marcellus nephew (son of Octavia) d. 23 BCE

• C. and L. Iulius Caesar grandsons (sons of Agrippa and Iulia) d. 4 CE, 2 CE

• Nero Claudius Drusus stepson (son of Livia) d. 9 BCE

• Tiberius Claudius Nero stepson (son of Livia) 

• M. Agrippa Postumus grandson (sons of Agrippa and Iulia) d. 14 CE
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Death of Augustus
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Primary Source Reading

The Death of 
Augustus and 
the Accession 
of Tiberius 

Tacitus
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Deification
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The Julio-Claudians
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Constantinian

Constantinian

Principate Dominate

The principate and later periods

21



4/10/24

8

Claudians

Julians

The Julio-Claudians
Julius Caesar Julia M. Atius Balbus

Atia C. Octavius

Augustus Livia Drusilla Ti. Claudius Nero Octavia M. AntoniusScribonia

Tiberius Drusus AntoniaJulia

ClaudiusGermanicusAgrippinaPostumusGaiusLucius

Caligula AgrippinillaCn. Domitius
Ahenobarbus

Nero

BritannicusOctavia

Messalina

VipsaniaM. Agrippa

22

Tiberius

Ti. Claudius Drusus à  Ti. Caesar Augustus, 14–37
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Germanicus

Germ anicus Julius Caesar
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Retirement to Capri and Sejanus

Coin of Lucius Aelius Sejanus
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Arrest of Sejanus
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Caligula

C. Iulius Caesar Germ anicus à  C. Caesar Augustus Germ anicus, 37– 41
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Claudius

Ti. Claudius Nero Germ anicus à  Ti. Claudius Caesar Augustus Germ anicus, 41– 54
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Primary Source Reading

A Speech on 
Incorporating the 
Gauls 

Claudius
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Primary Source Reading

The 
Pumpkinification 
(“Apocolocyntosis”) 
of Claudius

Seneca
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Nero

L. Dom itius Ahenobarbus à  Nero Claudius Caesar Augustus Germ anicus, 54–68
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Nero as emperor

32

Gender and culture in the principate
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Commerce in the principate
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The end of Nero

35

The Flavian Principate
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The Year of Four Emperors (69 CE)

Galba Otho Vitellius Vespasian
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Primary Source Reading

The Legions 
Proclaim Vespasian 
Emperor 

Tacitus
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The “secret of the empire”

“Welcome as the death of Nero had been in the first burst of 

joy, yet it had not only roused various emotions in Rome, 

among the Senators, the people, or the soldiery of the capital, 

it had also excited all the legions and their generals; for now 

had been divulged that secret of the empire, that emperors 

could be made elsewhere than at Rome.”    —TACITUS
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Vespasian

Titus Flavius Vespasianus à  Imperator Caesar Vespasianus Augustus, 69–79 CE
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Primary Source Reading

Law Concerning the 
Power of Vespasian 

Legal Text
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Flavian Dynasty
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Titus

Titus Caesar Vespasianus à  Imperator Titus Caesar Vespasianus Augustus, 79–81 CE
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The Jewish War
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Primary Source Reading

The Roman Army in 
the First Century CE 

Josephus
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Domitian

Titus Flavius Dom itianus à  Imperator Caesar Dom itianus Augustus, 81–96 CE
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Primary Source Reading

How Domitian 
Attempted to 
Amuse the Populace 

Suetonius
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