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History of 
Ancient Rome
S P R I N G  2 0 2 4

SPQR

• Assem blies and the senate

• Consuls, tribunes, and dictators

• The Struggle of the O rders

• Veii and the Sack

• The Sam nites and Pyrrhus

M E E T I N G  4
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Five things today

Assemblies and the senate

Consuls, tribunes, and dictators

The Struggle of the Orders

Veii and the Sack

The Samnites and Pyrrhus
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Upcoming dates

• No class meeting Thursday, February 22

• Images Essay Monday, March 4

• Proposal due Monday, March 18

3
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Questions about whatever

4

Quiz #1 Review: Patricians and Plebeians

1. What was the Struggle of the Orders? What was the basis for the conflict, 
and how was it resolved?  

2. Describe the function and power of the paterfamilias.   

EC1. Roman religious officials included all of the following EXCEPT:  
(a) flamens (dedicated to a particular god or goddess)

(b) auctoritas (responsible for the dignity of the Romans) 

(c) fetials (involved in issues of peace and war)

(d) augurs (consulted the will of the gods)

EC2. The senate and the assemblies are all gatherings of people. What was the 
senate’s role in the governance of the Republic, and how was that different 
from that of an assembly (e.g., the centuriate assembly)?  

5

The early Republic
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Shared governance
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Critical principles of the Republic
• Collegiality

• Annual office

• Imperium

• Ladder of offices (cursus honorum)

8

The ruling class

9
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Clients and patrons

10

Primary Source Reading

Early Rules for 
Clients and Patrons

Dionysius

11

The Senate and the People of Rome

12
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The assemblies 

13

Roman assemblies

Comitia tributa (Assembly of tribes)
Citizens m eeting as civilians in the Rom an Forum
Convened by consul or praetor
Passes laws on dom estic m atters of concern to citizens
Elects non-imperium  m agistrates
Each tribe gets one vote

Comitia centuriata (Assembly of centuries)
Citizens m eeting as an army in the Fields of M ars
Convened by consul or praetor
Passes laws on m atters of war and peace
Elects imperium  m agistrates (consuls, praetors, and censors)
Each century gets one vote

Concilium plebis (Council of the plebeians)
Tribal assem bly m eeting with only the plebeian citizens present
Convened by tribunes of the plebs
Passes plebiscites on m atters of concern to plebeians
Elects tribunes of the plebs

Comitia curiata (Assembly of curiae)
Original assem bly of elite handholders
M eets only to grant imperium  to incom ing consuls, praetors, and dictators

14

Conduct elections and pass laws
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• Consul or tribune customarily presents law to senate first for their 
advice

• Law then presented to assembly with senate resolution

Roman legislative process

16

The senate

17

Senatorial debate

Senatus consultum  de Bacchanalibus (186 BCE)

18
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• Experienced membership

• Persistence vs. annual magistrates 

• Increasing self-perceived role as protector of tradition and custom

Why did the senate matter?

19

Consuls and tribunes

20

• Coming of age at 14

• Military service

• Ladder of offices

The young noble

21
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Annual collegial Roman magistracies

elected legionary officersMilitary tribune

finances, use of public fundsQuaestor

games, festivals, temples and public buildingsAedile

citizen conflicts, criminal casesPraetor

command armies, preside over senate and assembliesConsul

census, senate rolls, contracts for public worksCensor

22

Imperium

The fasces

23

• Alternation of the fasces

• Shared responsibility

• Collegial veto

How do they make two consuls work?

24
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Primary Source Reading

The Constitution of 
the Roman Republic

Polybius

25

• Sacrosanct

• Tribunicial veto

• Citizen’s right of appeal

Tribunes of the Plebs

26

Primary Source Reading

The Tribunes and 
their Manipulation 

Dionysius
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Other ordinary officials
• Interrex

• Pontifex maximus

• Princeps senatus

28

• Response to any Rome-threatening crisis—domestic, military, or religious

• Requested by senate or people

• Chosen by a consul

• Total authority of the Roman state
• No colleague
• Exempt from veto and appeal

• Bound to his mandate

• Resigns on resolution of crisis

Dictator

29

Primary Source Reading

The Mythology of 
the Farmer General

Cicero, Dionysius

30
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Struggle of the Orders

32

Patrician families

33



2/12/24

12

Plebeian families

34

Clans holding magistracies
A E B U T IA
A E M IL IA
A N T O N IA
A Q U IL L IA
A T IL IA
C L A U D IA /C L O D IA
C L O E L IA
C O M IN IA
C O R N E L IA
C U R IA T IA
C U R T IA
F A B IA
F U R IA
G E G A N IA
G E N U C IA
H E R M IN IA
H O R A T IA
H O S T IL IA
J U L IA
J U N IA
L A R C IA /L A R T IA
L U C R E T IA
M A N L IA
M A R C IA
M E N E N IA
M E T IL IA
M IN U C IA
M U C IA
N A U T IA
N U M IC IA
P A P IR IA
P IN A R IA
P O S T U M IA
Q U IN C T IA
Q U IN C T IL IA
S E M P R O N IA
S E R G IA
S E R V IL IA
S E S T IA
S IC C IA /S E C C IA
S U L P IC IA
T A R Q U IT IA
T U L L IA
V A L E R IA
V E R G IN IA
V E T U R IA
V O L U M N IA

A B U R IA
A C IL IA
A E L IA
A F IN IA
A F R A N IA
A L B IA
A L B IN IA
A L IE N A
A L L IA
A M P IA
A N C H A R IA
A N IC IA
A N N IA
A N T IA
A N T IS T IA
A P P U L E IA
A P R O N IA
A P U S T IA
A R R E N IA
A R R IA
A R R U N T IA
A S E L L IA
A S IN IA
A T E IA
A T IN IA
A T T IA
A U F ID IA
A U L IA
A U R E L IA
A U R U N C U L E IA
A U T R O N IA
A X IA
B A E B IA
C A E C IL IA
C A E C IN IA
C A E D IC IA
C A E P A S IA
C A E S E T IA
C A E S IA
C A L ID IA
C A L P U R N IA
C A N IN IA
C A N U L E IA
C A R IS IA
C A R V IL IA

C A S S IA
C A T IA
C E S T IA
C IC E R E IA
C IN C IA
C IS P IA
C L U V IA
C O C C E IA
C O E L IA /C A E L IA
C O N S ID IA
C O P O N IA
C O R N IF IC IA
C O R U N C A N IA
C O S C O N IA
C O S S U T IA
C R E P E R E IA
C R IT O N IA
C U P IE N N IA
C U R IA
D E C IA
D E C ID IA
D E C IM IA
D ID IA
D IG IT IA
D O M IT IA
D U IL L IA
D U R O N IA
E G N A T IA
E G N A T U L E IA
E P ID IA
E R U C IA
F A B R IC IA
F A L C ID IA
F A N N IA
F L A M IN IA
F L A V IA
F O L IA
F O N T E IA
F U F IA
F U F ID IA
F U L V IA
F U N D A N IA
F U R N IA
G A B IN IA
G A L L IA

G E L L IA
G R A T ID IA
H E L V IA
H E R E N N IA
H IR T U L E IA
H O R T E N S IA
IC IL IA
IN S T E IA
J U V E N T IA
L A B E R IA
L A B IE N A
L A E L IA
L A E T O R IA
L IC IN IA
L IG A R IA
L IV IA
L IV IN E IA
L O L L IA
L U C C E IA
L U C IL IA
L U T A T IA
M A E C IL IA
M A E L IA
M A E N IA
M A E V IA
M A G IA
M A IA N IA
M A L L IA
M A M IL IA
M A N IA
M A N IL IA
M A R IA
M A T IE N A
M E M M IA
M IN D IA
M U M M IA
M U N A T IA
N A E V IA
N A S ID IA
N IG ID IA
N O N IA
N O R B A N A
N O V IA
N U M IS IA
N U M IT O R IA

O C C IA
O C T A V IA
O G U L N IA
O P IM IA
O P P IA
O T A C IL IA
P A P IA
P E D IA
P E D U C A E A
P E R P E R N A
P E T IL L IA
P E T R O N IA
P L A E T O R IA
P L A U T IA /P L O T IA
P O E T E L IA
P O M P E IA
P O M P O N IA
P O P IL L IA
P O P P A E A
P O R C IA
P R O C IL IA
P U B L IC IA
P U B L IL IA
P U L L IA
P U P IA
Q U IN T IA
R A B IR IA
R A B U L E IA
R A E C IA
R E M M IA
R O S C IA
R U B R IA
R U P IL IA
R U T IL IA
S A E N IA
S A L L U S T IA
S A L O N IA
S A L V IA
S A U F E IA
S C A N T IA
S C A N T IN IA
S C A P T IA
S C R IB O N IA
S E N T IA
S E P T IM IA

S E R R IA
S E X T IA
S E X T IL IA
S IC IN IA
S IL IA
S O S IA
S T A T IA
S T E R T IN IA
T E R E N T IA
T H O R IA
T IL L IA
T IT IA
T IT IN IA
T IT U R IA
T R E B E L L IA
T R E B O N IA
T R E M E L L IA
T U C C IA
T U R IA
T U R U L L IA
U L P IA
V A L G IA
V A R G U N T E IA
V A R IA
V E L L E IA
V E N T ID IA
V E N U L E IA
V E R G IL IA
V E T T IA
V IB IA
V IB U L L IA
V IL L IA
V IN IC IA
V IP S A N IA
V IT E L L IA
V O C O N IA
V O L C A T IA
V O L T E IA
V O L U S E N A
V O L U S IA
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Clans holding magistracies
A E B U T IA
A E M IL IA
A N T O N IA
A Q U IL L IA
A T IL IA
C L A U D IA /C L O D IA
C L O E L IA
C O M IN IA
C O R N E L IA
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C U R T IA
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A N T IS T IA
A P P U L E IA
A P R O N IA
A P U S T IA
A R R E N IA
A R R IA
A R R U N T IA
A S E L L IA
A S IN IA
A T E IA
A T IN IA
A T T IA
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A U L IA
A U R E L IA
A U R U N C U L E IA
A U T R O N IA
A X IA
B A E B IA
C A E C IL IA
C A E C IN IA
C A E D IC IA
C A E P A S IA
C A E S E T IA
C A E S IA
C A L ID IA
C A L P U R N IA
C A N IN IA
C A N U L E IA
C A R IS IA
C A R V IL IA

C A S S IA
C A T IA
C E S T IA
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C L U V IA
C O C C E IA
C O E L IA /C A E L IA
C O N S ID IA
C O P O N IA
C O R N IF IC IA
C O R U N C A N IA
C O S C O N IA
C O S S U T IA
C R E P E R E IA
C R IT O N IA
C U P IE N N IA
C U R IA
D E C IA
D E C ID IA
D E C IM IA
D ID IA
D IG IT IA
D O M IT IA
D U IL L IA
D U R O N IA
E G N A T IA
E G N A T U L E IA
E P ID IA
E R U C IA
F A B R IC IA
F A L C ID IA
F A N N IA
F L A M IN IA
F L A V IA
F O L IA
F O N T E IA
F U F IA
F U F ID IA
F U L V IA
F U N D A N IA
F U R N IA
G A B IN IA
G A L L IA

G E L L IA
G R A T ID IA
H E L V IA
H E R E N N IA
H IR T U L E IA
H O R T E N S IA
IC IL IA
IN S T E IA
J U V E N T IA
L A B E R IA
L A B IE N A
L A E L IA
L A E T O R IA
L IC IN IA
L IG A R IA
L IV IA
L IV IN E IA
L O L L IA
L U C C E IA
L U C IL IA
L U T A T IA
M A E C IL IA
M A E L IA
M A E N IA
M A E V IA
M A G IA
M A IA N IA
M A L L IA
M A M IL IA
M A N IA
M A N IL IA
M A R IA
M A T IE N A
M E M M IA
M IN D IA
M U M M IA
M U N A T IA
N A E V IA
N A S ID IA
N IG ID IA
N O N IA
N O R B A N A
N O V IA
N U M IS IA
N U M IT O R IA

O C C IA
O C T A V IA
O G U L N IA
O P IM IA
O P P IA
O T A C IL IA
P A P IA
P E D IA
P E D U C A E A
P E R P E R N A
P E T IL L IA
P E T R O N IA
P L A E T O R IA
P L A U T IA /P L O T IA
P O E T E L IA
P O M P E IA
P O M P O N IA
P O P IL L IA
P O P P A E A
P O R C IA
P R O C IL IA
P U B L IC IA
P U B L IL IA
P U L L IA
P U P IA
Q U IN T IA
R A B IR IA
R A B U L E IA
R A E C IA
R E M M IA
R O S C IA
R U B R IA
R U P IL IA
R U T IL IA
S A E N IA
S A L L U S T IA
S A L O N IA
S A L V IA
S A U F E IA
S C A N T IA
S C A N T IN IA
S C A P T IA
S C R IB O N IA
S E N T IA
S E P T IM IA

S E R R IA
S E X T IA
S E X T IL IA
S IC IN IA
S IL IA
S O S IA
S T A T IA
S T E R T IN IA
T E R E N T IA
T H O R IA
T IL L IA
T IT IA
T IT IN IA
T IT U R IA
T R E B E L L IA
T R E B O N IA
T R E M E L L IA
T U C C IA
T U R IA
T U R U L L IA
U L P IA
V A L G IA
V A R G U N T E IA
V A R IA
V E L L E IA
V E N T ID IA
V E N U L E IA
V E R G IL IA
V E T T IA
V IB IA
V IB U L L IA
V IL L IA
V IN IC IA
V IP S A N IA
V IT E L L IA
V O C O N IA
V O L C A T IA
V O L T E IA
V O L U S E N A
V O L U S IA

P a tric ia n  c la n s P le b e ia n  c la n s
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Depictions of early patricians

37

Primary Source Reading

Coriolanus Opposes 
the Plebs 

Dionysius

38

Access to imperium and priesthoods

39
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Debt oppression in the early Republic

40

Debt slavery (nexum)

41

Levy and secession

42
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• Plebeian council

• Tribunes of the plebs

• Plebeian aediles

Early accommodations

43

Decemviri and the Twelve Tables

44

Primary Source Reading

The Twelve Tables 

Fragments

45
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Military tribunes with consular power

46

Licinian-Sextian Laws (367)

47

Hortensian Law (287)

48
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• Rivalry and ranking of families within the ruling class

• Influence of the senate 
• Consular nobility
• Priests

• Short-term elected magistrates

• Cooption of the plebeian tribunes

• Undemocratric assemblies

The Roman oligarchy

49

Capure of Veii

50

Italian Wars—Timeline

 500 450 400 350 300 250
  B C E

R e c u rrin g  d e fe n sive  w a rs  w ith  
th e  H ill P e o p le s, E tru sc a n s, a n d  n e a rb y  trib e s

C o n q u e st 
o f V e ii
(396)

S a c k  o f 
R o m e
(390)

S e c o n d  
S a m n ite  

W a r
(326–304)

S a m n ite  W a rs

L a tin  
R e v o lt
(340–338)

P y rrh ic  
W a r

(280–275)

B a ttle  o f 
L a k e  R e g illu s

(496)

F I F T H  C E N T U R Y F O U R T H  C E N T U R Y
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The Etruscan shadow

52

Etruscan wealth

53

Veii

54
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Advantages of Veii vs. Rome

55

Camillus

56

57
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Evocatio

58

• Rome’s sense of power

• Rome’s wealth and standard of living

• Rome as an economic and military power 

• Shift from defense to conquest

• Dictator as champion and savior

Legacies of the Capture of Veii

59

Slavery and the Roman economy

60
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The Sack of Rome

61

Arrival of the Senonian Gauls

62

63
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64

65

• Damage to Roman buildings and records

• Dread of the Gaul

• Protection of Rome through control of central Italy

Legacies of the Sack of Rome

66
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Control over central Italy

67

Final absorption of Latium

68

Primary Source Reading

The Defeat of the 
Latins

Livy

69
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70

Primary Source Reading

The Samnites’ 
‘Linen Legion’ 
Remains Undaunted

Livy

71

72
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Battle of the Caudine Forks

73

74

Primary Source Reading

The Roman Maniple 
vs. the Macedonian 
Phalanx

Polybius

75
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• Manipular army means more training and longer service 

• Roman control over Samnium and Campania

• Greeks of Southern Italy realize that they’re next

Legacies of the Second Samnite War

76

Romanization
• Latin Rights

§ Trade
§ Intermarriage
§ Migration

• Municipalities (municipia)

• Colonies (coloni)

• Allies (socii)

77

Hubs of Romanness

Uthnia, North Africa

78
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Erosion of local cultures

79

Southern Italy and 
the Pyrrhic War

80

81



2/12/24

28

82

Pyrrhus

83

• Demonstration of deep Roman resources even in defeat 

• Assertion of hegemony over Italy

• Coveting of Sicily

Legacies of the Pyrrhic War

84
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85

86


