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Five things today
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Italy and the Social War

Sulla
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Questions about whatever
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Quiz #4: Optimates and Populares
1. Why did Tiberius Gracchus’s land bill provoke conflict? Consider both 

the content of his proposal and the way it was passed.  

2. How did Mithridates’s uprising in the east impact on political affairs 
in Rome?  

EC1. Important populists (populares) included all of the following EXCEPT
 (a) L. Cornelius Sulla
 (b) C. Marius
 (c) Ti. Sempronius Gracchus
 (d) L. Cornelius Cinna

EC2. What was the senate’s “ultimate decree” (senatus consultum 
ultimum)? How was it used during this period?
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The Position Paper
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Guidance and resources
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Structure of an essay
Introduction

¢  State the problem (some say … others say …)
¢  Give your thesis (I believe…)

First reason
¢  ASSERTION #1
¢  Evidence from primary or secondary sources
¢  Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Second reason
¢  ASSERTION #2
¢  Evidence from primary or secondary sources
¢  Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Third reason
¢  ASSERTION #3
¢  Evidence from primary or secondary sources
¢  Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Conclusion
¢  Address counterarguments
¢  Connect your “reason” sections together
¢  Restate your thesis as having been demonstrated
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Approaches to research
• Assigned readings

§ Relevant primary sources
• Ancient Texts index on my website  markbwilson.com/pages/texts.html

§ Articles assigned for class
§ Pomeroy’s Goddesses, Whores…

• Search for library books
§ Lehman/CUNY OneSearch lehman.edu/library

• Digital resources

• Books on the shelf

§ NY Public Library browse.nypl.org
§ Worldcat worldcat.org

• Footnotes in the books you’ve already found

• Good ol’ Prof. Wilson 
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Citations and bibliography
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Citing ancient sources
Footnote or parenthetical citation:

Polybius, Histories 3.2

Bibliography:

Waterfield, Robin. 2010. Polybius: 
The Histories. New York: Oxford 

University Press.
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Citing a play or poem
Footnote or parenthetical citation:

Vergil, Aeneid 6.851-853

Bibliography:

Ruden, Sarah. The Aeneid, rev. ed. 
2021. New Haven: Yale 

University Press.

. 170 .

B O O K 6

844– Fabricius: Gaius Fabricius Lus-
cinus, who lost to King Pyrrhus of Epi-
rus in battle; the heavy losses suffered by 
Pyrrhus in winning his victory are the 
origin of the phrase “Pyrrhic victory.”

844– Serranus: Nickname of the Ro-
man general Gaius Atilius Regulus, a 
hero of the First Punic War.

845– Fabii . . . your Greatest: One of 
the most celebrated of the Fabian clan 
was Quintus Fabius Maximus (“the 
greatest”) Cunctator (“the delayer”) who 
saved the Romans from Hannibal by de-
laying tactics.

847– Others: The Greeks, whom An-
chises otherwise pays little attention to.

853– Sparing the conquered, striking 
down the haughty: One of the most fa-

mous lines in the poem; the end of book 
12 raises the question of whether Aeneas 
follows his father’s advice.

855–57– Marcellus . . . the Rich 
Spoils . . . This knight: Marcus Claudius 
Marcellus, a Roman general during the 
Second Punic War (218–201 BCE) who 
had won the spolia opima (“Rich Spoils”) 
for only the third time in Roman history, 
the first two winners being the legendary 
king Romulus and Cossus (see 6.841n.).

859– Quirinus: Romulus, the 
founder of Rome, became identified with 
the god Quirinus after his death.

860– a fine youth: Gaius Claudius 
Marcellus, the nephew and heir- apparent 
of Augustus, who was only twenty when 
he fell ill and died in 23 BCE.

Fabricius, or Serranus, furrow- sower?
You, Fabii, seize my weary sight: your Greatest 845

Will be Rome’s sole protector—through his stalling!
Others, I know, will beat out softer- breathing
Bronze shapes, or draw from marble living faces,
Excel in pleading cases, chart the sky’s paths,
Predict the rising of the constellations. 850

But Romans, don’t forget that world dominion
Is your great craft: peace, and then peaceful customs;
Sparing the conquered, striking down the haughty.”
They were amazed. Father Anchises added,
“See how Marcellus marches in the glory 855

Of the Rich Spoils, an over- towering victor.
This knight will save a Rome in chaos, crushing
Carthage and rebel Gaul; he’ll make our third gift
Of captured rebel arms to Quirinus.”
Aeneas saw a fine youth in bright armor, 860

Walking beside Marcellus—but his face
Was overcast, his eyes fixed on the ground.

Vergil. The Aeneid, Yale University Press, 2021. ProQuest Ebook Central,
         http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/lehman-ebooks/detail.action?docID=6455826.
Created from lehman-ebooks on 2024-03-17 22:32:07.
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Points to remember
• Cite all information from outside your head

§ Direct quotes
§ Paraphrases

§ Information, facts, statistics
§ Ideas

• Everything in the paper should support your thesis argument

• Do not just narrate the history

• Check the requirements for all papers

12



3/17/24

5

Italy and the Social War
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Italian citizenship
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Primary Source Reading

Drusus and his 
Enemies 

Appian
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Social War

16

Sulla the Fortunate

17

Pontus

Client kingdoms
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Mithridates of Pontus
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Primary Source Reading

Mithridates Against 
Rome 

Appian And Plutarch
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Marius and Sulla
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Sulla’s march on Rome
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Marius and Cinna take over Rome

23

Sulla the dictator
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Primary Source Reading

Sulla’s Brutality 

Livy, Appian
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Sulla’s exit, death, and legacy

26

Pompey and Cicero
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Pompey

Cn. Pompeius M agnus
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Primary Source Reading

Pompey’s Letter to 
the Senate 

Sallust
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• In Sicily and North Africa against Carbo 82 BCE

• In Spain against Sertorius 76–71 

• In the Mediterranean against piracy 67

• In Anatolia against Mithridates 66–64

• Annexation of Syria and Phoenicia 64–63

• Arrangements in the East 62

Pompey’s commands

30
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Primary Source Reading

Pompey’s Conquest 
of the East 

Appian

31

Cicero

M . Tullius Cicero

32

Primary Source Reading

Against Catiline 

Cicero
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Clodius

P. Clodius Pulcher
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Primary Source Reading

The Murder of 
Clodius 

Asconius
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C. Iulius Cæsar

37

Caesar

C. Iulius Caesar

38

Crassus CaesarPompey

“First Triumvirate”
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Caesar in Gaul

40

41

Cato the Younger

M . Porcius Cato
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Crossing the Rubicon: ‘The die is cast’

43

44

Caesar the dictator
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Primary Source Reading

On Julius Caesar

Suetonius

46

Dictator perpetuum

47

“Et tu, Brute?”

48
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