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Civilizations of the 
Ancient World
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Ancient Asia

• Persian Empire

• Asia and the Disease Gradient

• Harappans and Vedics

• Hinduism and Buddhism
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Four things today

Persian Empire

Asia and the Disease Gradient

Harappans and Vedics

Hinduism and Buddhism
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Upcoming dates

• Midterm Exam Thursday, March 14
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Questions about whatever
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The Persians
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The Medes
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The Persians
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Vassals and satraps
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The Great King

11

Cyrus
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Persian majesty
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Key reasons the Persian Empire works
• Minimized oppression / threat to identity

• Benefits of empire

• Satrapies

• The Great King
§ Larger than life
§ Not a god

18



3/11/24

7

Restoration of Judah
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Cambyses
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Darius and Xerxes
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Zoroastrianism
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Ancient Religions
Polytheism
• Mesopotamia 

§ Sumer

§ Akkad

§ Babylon

§ Assyria

• Egypt

• Anatolia 
§ Hittites

• Aegean
§ Minoans

§ Mycenaeans

§ Classical Greeks

Dualism
• Persia 

§ Zoroastrianism

§ Mithraism

Monotheism
• Israel and Judah 

(Judaism)

• Christianity
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Ancient Asia
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South and east Asia
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Scythians
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Bactrians and Parthians
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India: Indus Valley (Harappan) Civilization

29

India: Vedic Civilization
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Hinduism
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Buddhism
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Hinduism Buddhism
• karma

§ Actions as consequences
§ Intent and actions of an 

individual influence the future 
of that individual 

• samsara
§ All life and matter is cyclical
§ Karma affects rebirth

• karma
§ Actions as consequences
§ Intent and actions of an 

individual influence the future 
of that individual 

• samsara
§ All life and matter is cyclical
§ Karma affects rebirth

• nirvana
§ Escape from the cycle of rebirth 

through enlightenment
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Confucianism
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Silk Road
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