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Civilizations of the 
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Archaic 
Hellas

• Epic poetry and writing

• The polis

• Hoplite armies

• Colonization
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Four things today

Epic poetry and writing

The polis

Hoplite armies

Colonization
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Upcoming dates

• Monday, April 15 Essay #2 due
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Questions about whatever
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Epic poetry
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The rhapsode
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Greek religion
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Homer

8

Trojan War
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“Homeric society”
• Regional diversity of custom and tradition

• Emergence of ‘hellenism’

• Contrasting idea of barbaroi

• Xenia — guest friendship

• Agonal society
§ Timē — honor and respect
§ Aretē — achievement of excellence
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Hesiod
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Climax of the Dark Age
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Phoenician alphabet
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Greek alphabet

Dipylon inscription
ca. 740 BC

ΗΟΣΝΥΝΟΡΧΕΣΤΟΝΠΑΝΤΟΝΑΤΑΛΟΤΑΤΑΠΑΙΖΕΙΤΟΤΟΔΕΚΛ[?]ΜΙ[?]Ν[…]
“Whoever of all these dancers now dances most deftly, 

to him this [pot] [will go as his prize]”
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Modern Archaic Ionia Korinth Arkadia Lakonia Chalkidike Crete Phoenician
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Foundations of Archaic Greece
• Polis

• Hoplite armies

• Knowledge through creative expression

• Epic poetry as the foundation for public religion

• Colonization

• Panhellenism
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Archaic Greece
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• Polis

• Hoplite Army

• Colonization

• Lyric Poetry

• Panhellenism

Characteristics of the Archaic Period
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Homer and Hesiod
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The Polis
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Characteristics of the polis
• City-state

• Synoecism

• Replacement of basileus with magistrates

• Council of “elders” (aristoi)

• Citizen assembly (demos)
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Agora
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Hoplite army
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The phalanx
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Colonization

26

Hellas and the colonies

Doric temples at Poseidonia 

5th century and 6th century
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Lyric poetry
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Panhellenism
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