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Civilizations of the 
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Collapse of 
the Republic

• Rome in the East

• The Consequences of Empire

• The Gracchus brothers

• Marius and Sulla
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Four things today

Rome in the East

The Consequences of Empire

The Gracchus brothers

Marius and Sulla
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Upcoming dates

• Monday, May 13 Essay #3 due

• Tuesday, May 21 Final Exam 
 (2:30 – 4:30 p.m.)

• Monday, May 27 Ultimate Deadline

§ No late papers or resubmissions for reversible 
deductions after this date

§ No exceptions

§ Any incompletes owing to personal emergencies 
must be mutually agreed before this date
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Final Exam
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Questions about whatever
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Second Punic War

Hannibal Barca
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Sack of Syracuse, 212
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Scipio and the Battle of Zama
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Third Punic War

“CARTHAGO DELENDA EST”
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Roman Wars in the East
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The Hellenistic east
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In Greece: Liberator and destroyer
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• Battle of Magnesia (190) – defeat of the Seleucid Empire

• Line in the sand (168) – Antiochus stopped from taking Egypt

• Battle of Pydna (168) – defeat of Macedon

• Destruction of Corinth (146)

Defeating the Hellenistic empires
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Hellenization
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The Consequences of Empire
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Consequences of empire
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The problem of the provinces

17

Divisions within the nobility

• Leaders who seek popularity 
among the people of Rome

• Demonize the senate as 
oppressing the masses and 
protecting privilege at Rome’s 
expense, especially in war

• Urge Romans to place their
faith and trust in great men, 
not institutions

POPULARES OPTIMATES

• Leaders who seek to protect 
the old ways

• Champion the senate as 
guardians of tradition and the 
collective, anonymous rule that 
made Rome strong

• Urge Romans to place their 
faith and trust in institutions, 
not great men

Examples
• The Gracchus brothers
• Gaius Marius
• Julius Caesar
• Octavian/Augustus

Examples
• Sulla
• Metellus Numidicus
• Cato (the younger)
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The end of the Republic
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The brothers Gracchus
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Gaius Marius
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Client Kingdoms

Numidia
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Jugurthine War

23

Cimbri and Teutones
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Social War
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Rome and Mithridates
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Marius and Sulla
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Client Kingdoms

Pontus
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Mithridates of Pontus
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Sulla marches on Rome

30



5/6/24

11

• One-party rule

• Proscriptions

Marius and Cinna take over Rome
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Sulla the dictator

L. Cornelius Sulla
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Pompey

Cn. Pompeius M agnus
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Cicero

M . Tullius Cicero

34

Conspiracy of Catiline

35

Julius Caesar

C. Iulius Caesar
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The “First Triumvirate”
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Crassus CaesarPompey

“First Triumvirate”
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Pompey in the east
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Caesar in Gaul
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Turmoil in Rome

The m urder of Clodius

41

The Senate turns on Caesar

M . Porcius Cato
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Caesar takes Rome
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Crossing the Rubicon: ‘The die is cast’
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Caesar the Dictator
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Perpetual Dictator

46

The Assassination of Caesar

47

Antony Octavian

Caesar’s Successors
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