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• Gilgamesh Essay

• Tablet 5

• Akkad and Sargon

• Babylon and Hammurabi
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Four things today

Gilgamesh Essay

Tablet 5

Akkad and Sargon

Babylon and Hammurabi
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Upcoming dates

• No class meeting Thursday, February 22

• Essay #1 due Monday, March 4
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Questions about whatever
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The Epic of Gilgamesh
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Humbaba
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Gilgamesh essay
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Guidance and resources
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Writing a Position Paper

10

Structure of a position paper
Introduction

¢  State the problem (some say … others say …)
¢  Give your thesis (I believe…)

First reason
¢  ASSERTION #1
¢  Evidence from primary or secondary sources
¢  Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Second reason
¢  ASSERTION #2
¢  Evidence from primary or secondary sources
¢  Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Third reason
¢  ASSERTION #3
¢  Evidence from primary or secondary sources
¢  Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Conclusion
¢  Address counterarguments
¢  Connect your “reason” sections together
¢  Restate your thesis as having been demonstrated
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Evidence vs. discussion
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Footnotes and bibliographies
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Semitic peoples of 
Southwest Asia
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Semitic peoples of the Bronze Age
• Akkadians

• Assyrians

• Babylonians
§ Chaldeans etc.

• Canaanites
§ Hebrews
§ Phoenicians

• Arabs
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Fertile Crescent
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Sargon and Akkad
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Akkadian Empire
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Sargon’s Empire
• Control of distant resources

• Political unity
§ Connecting disparate peoples
§ Autocratic rule
§ Defortification of cities

• Economic unity
§ Goods
§ Access to resources not available locally
§ Ideas

• Vassalage

• Succession
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Babylon
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Babylon
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The Old Babylonian Empire

22

Marduk
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Code of Hammurabi
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Importance of the Code
• Unified legal system emphasizes benefits of empire

• Consistent rules for guilt and sentencing 
§ From city to city
§ From judge to judge

• Public law

• State supersedes family
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