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Civilizations of the 
Ancient World
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The God-Kings 
of Egypt

• Ishtar

• Babylon

• Egypt

• Pharaohs
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Four things today

Ishtar

Babylon

Egypt

Pharaohs
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Upcoming dates

• No class meeting Thursday, February 22

• Essay #1 due Monday, March 4
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Questions about whatever
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Quiz #1 Review: Semitic Mesopotamia
1. Who was Sargon? What did he create? What were the benefits of this creation? 

2. What was the Code of Hammurabi? What kinds of things did it deal with? 
Why was such a Code important?  

3. For today you read Tablet 5 of The Epic of Gilgamesh, which involves Gilgamesh 
and Enkidu’s encounter with Humbaba. What happens in this encounter? 
What do you think Humbaba might represent in the story?  

EC1. All of the following are true of Enheduanna, daughter of Sargon, EXCEPT:
(a) She was commemorated on a disc made translucent alabaster from 2200 BCE, found at Ur

(b) She was priestess of the goddess of blacksmithing

(c) She is the earliest known author of any writing in cuneiform

(d) She called down a curse on the king of Uruk

EC2. Who were the Hittites, and where did they come from?  
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Semitic peoples of 
Southwest Asia
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Sargon and Akkad
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Akkadian Empire
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Sargon’s Empire
• Control of distant resources

• Political unity
§ Connecting disparate peoples
§ Autocratic rule
§ Defortification of cities

• Economic unity
§ Goods
§ Access to resources not available locally
§ Ideas

• Vassalage

• Succession
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Babylon
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Babylon
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The Old Babylonian Empire
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Marduk
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Code of Hammurabi
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Importance of the Code
• Unified legal system emphasizes benefits of empire

• Consistent rules for guilt and sentencing 
§ From city to city
§ From judge to judge

• Public law

• State supersedes family
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Egypt
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(Thebes)
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Timeline: Egypt
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The Nile
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The pharaoh
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The pharaoh’s death
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Ma’at
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The gods
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Hieroglyphs

28

29

30



2/11/24

11

31

The world-views of Sumer and Egypt
• Humans and the natural world

• Humans and the divine

• The ruler as intermediary
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