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Women in Antiquity
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The Roman 
Aristocratic 
Matron

• Roman timeline

• Patricians and plebeians

• The Roman matron

• The Capture of the Sabine 
Women

• The Rape of Lucretia
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Five things today

Roman timeline

Patricians and plebeians

The Roman matron

The Capture of the Sabine Women

The Rape of Lucretia
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Upcoming dates

• Tuesday, April 23 No class meeting (Spring Break)

• Tuesday, April 30

• Monday, May 13 Position Paper due

• Tuesday, May 21 Final exam 
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Questions about whatever
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The Romans
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Evidence for
Roman history
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Latium
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Phoenician traders
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Magna Graecia
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Etruscans
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Etruscan religion
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Rome
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The Roman kings
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Family over individuals
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C.  IVLIVS C.f. C.n.  CAESAR IMP.

nomen

praenomen filiation
(form al records)

cognomen

Roman names
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Passing the family name

C.  OCTAVIVS C.f. 

C.  IVLIVS C.f.  CAESAR 
OCTAVIANVS
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Female names

IVLIA
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Secondary Source Reading

“Women and Gender 
in the Forum 
Romanum” 

Mary Boatwright
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Guardianship

23

Marriage
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Children

25

Slaves and freedmen
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Primary Source Reading

“The Capture of the 
Sabine Women” 

Livy
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Primary Source Reading

“The Rape of 
Lucretia” 

Livy
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The Roman Republic

32

Secondary Source Reading

“Two Matrons of the 
Late Republic” 

Teresa Carp

• [. ]

►  S O M E  T A K E A W A Y S
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Secondary Source Reading

“Aemilia Pudentilla: 
Or the Wealthy 
Widow’s Choice” 

Elaine Fantham

• [. ]

►  S O M E  T A K E A W A Y S
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The Principate
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Livia
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Secondary Source Reading

“Social Stereotypes 
and Historical 
Analysis: The Case 
of the Imperial
Women at Rome” 

Susan Fischler

• [. ]

►  S O M E  T A K E A W A Y S
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Claudians

Julians

The Julio-Claudians
Julius Caesar Julia M. Atius Balbus

Atia C. Octavius

Augustus Livia Drusilla Ti. Claudius Nero Octavia M. AntoniusScribonia

Tiberius Drusus AntoniaJulia

ClaudiusGermanicusAgrippinaPostumusGaiusLucius

Caligula AgrippinillaCn. Domitius
Ahenobarbus

Nero

BritannicusOctavia

Messalina

VipsaniaM. Agrippa
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Secondary Source Reading

“Male Power and 
Legitimacy Through 
Women: The Domus 
Augusta under the 
Julio-Claudians” 

Mirielle Corbier

• [. ]

►  S O M E  T A K E A W A Y S

40

41


