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Upcoming dates

* Images Essay due Monday, March 4

* Proposal due Monday, March 18
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Periodization

BCE (Before the Common Era) CE (Common Era)
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Paleolithic

{0k stone) rge ic (“New Stone”) Age Bronze Age  Iron Age
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Romans destroy Carthage: 146 BCE
Occurs during the 27 century BCE
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How do past events get to us?
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(2) Things survive
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CONCLUSIO!
There are no facts in history
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“Books are not made to be believed,

but to be subjected to inquiry.
When we consider a book,

we mustn’t ask ourselves what it says

but what it means.”

he Name of the

Eruption of Mt. Vesuvius, 79 CE
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Ziggurat
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The deluge
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The Epic of Gilgamesh

King Gilgamesh
5 e-iggmest
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Cylinder seals
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Primary Source Reading

The Epic of
Gilgamesh, Tablet 1:
“The Coming of
Enkidu”

King Gilgamesh
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Primary Source Reading

The Epic of
Gilgamesh, Tablet 2:
“The Taming of

Enkidu”
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‘Secondary Source Reading

John A. Bailey

“Initiation and the
Primal Woman in
Gilgamesh and
Genesis 2-3”

> SOME TAKEAWAYS

* Bond between Enkidu and Shamhat

Relates to other similar bonds in legend

Nature of the transformation

What Shamhat represents

Primary Source Reading

The Epic of
Gilgamesh, Tablet 6:
“Ishtar and the Bull
of Heaven”

2/3/24

17



‘Secondary Source Reading

Tzvi Abusch

“Ishtar’s Proposal
and Gilgamesh'’s
Refusal”

> SOME TAKEAWAYS

* Ishtar's proposal has obvious and not-so-obyious
consequences

. r

Secondary Source Reading

Rivkah Harris

“Inanna-Ishtar as
Paradox and a
Coincidence of
Opposites”

> SOME TAKEAWAYS

* Complex and multifaceted, as a god and as a female god

« Reflects the Sumerians’ understanding of divinity

« Ishtar as a unique kind of goddess
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