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nen in Antiquity

MEETING 4

The Bronze
Age and its
Homeric Echo

Upcoming dates

* Images Essay due Monday, March 4

* Proposal due Monday, March 18
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Questions about whatever

B

The Homeric Era




Collapse of the Bronze Age
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Geometric art

The rhapsode




Creek religion

Homer’s Trojan War: lliad and Odyssey

« Story of the Aegean trade conflict
* Emphasis on the bonds and connections within a community

« Expectations of human behavior, often contrasted with the gods’
behavior

Recovery of writing preserves Homeric society

* Regional diversity of custom and tradition

* Emergence of hellenism and contrasting idea of barbaroi
* Xenia — guest friendship

« Critical importance of marriage bond

* Agonal society
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Priam

Primary Source Reading

Homer

“Agamemnon’s
Insult” (from lliad)

> SOME TAKEAWAYS

Primary Source Reading

“The Artifice of
Penelope”

(from Odyssey)

> SOME TAKEAWAYS

balance and compls onsibilities

f the marriage bond is the ommunity
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Primary Source Reading

Homer

“Nausicaa and the
Stranger”
(from Odyssey)

> SOME TAKEAWAYS

* Nau contrasted with

jom, cunning, constructive beha

at

Secondary Source Reading

Ken Dowden

“Approaching
Women Through
Myth: Vital Tool or
Self-Delusion?”

> SOME TAKEAWAYS

« Klytaemnestra as a polarizing figure (then'and now)

t foralo

+ Mythology can’t be mapped onto Gr

Itural bylc

secondary Source Reading

Sherry B. Ortner

“Is Female to Male
as Nature Is to
Culture?”

> SOME TAKEAWAYS

+ Categorical assumptions

arting with press” leads to an expectation of

gment rather than actual understanding

Slogical differences made women the “oth

« Social roles closer to nature

+ Nature has an incomprehensible potency = powerful anc

« Supernatural aspe

omen more attuned to the occult (especially if afereigner) 2 witcheraft




‘Secondary Source Reading

Marylin B. Arthur

“Early Greece: The
Origins of the
Western Attitude
Toward Women”

> SOME TAKEAWAYS

* Hektor and Andromach: the marital ideal

blic duties, Andromache has private dutie:

Jally important to the survival of the community

+ Athens undergoes constant social evo

+ Reform: social organization—rules constantl

Secondary Source Reading

Marylin B. Arthur

“The Divided World
of lliad VI”

> SOME TAKEAWAYS

on Hektor and A

hanging
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