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Women in Antiquity
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Female 
Pharaohs of 
Egypt

• Egyptian culture

• Gender in Egypt

• Hatshepsut

• Nefertiti

• Hellenistic Egypt

M E E T I N G  9

1

Five things today

Egyptian culture

Gender in Egypt

Hatshepsut

Nefertiti

Hellenistic Egypt
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Questions about whatever
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Egypt
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(Thebes)
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Timeline: Egypt
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The Nile
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The pharaoh
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Ma’at
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The gods
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Hieroglyphs
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Secondary Source Reading

“Women’s 
Monumental Mark 
on Ancient Egypt” 

Barbara S. Lesko

• Accustom ed to seeing m onum ents in term s of ruling fam ily

• In Egypt, there are m any appearances of ordinary wom en and m en

• Monuments featuring pharaohs will show ordinary people as smaller in the conduct of their daily lives (tribute, needs of 
state)

• Male and female forms being idealized

• Preservation of the m aterial form  being elem ental to the continuation of the spirit in eternity

• Even if you don’t have a mummy (only the elite), can still have an image commemorating person as a physical 
manifestation 

• Connects departed spirit to this life and ensure its contentment

►  S O M E  T A K E A W A Y S
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Secondary Source Reading

“Women in Ancient 
Egyptian Wisdom 
Literature”

Annette Depla

• Unlike other ancient societies, choice of husband is in hands of the mother, in collaboration with daughter

• Discussion of adultery – men and women have an equal responsibility to marriage and an equal 
temptation

• Gender stigma associated with adultery not present in ancient Egypt as far as we can tell from wisdom lit

• Some aspects of Egyptian life in which men have priority, and other aspects in which men and women 
have some parity

• D iffe ren t a cro ss  t im e a n d  a cro ss  c la ss

• A n y cu ltu re ’s  u n d ersta n d in g  o f g en d er is  co n d it io n ed  b y th e ir p h ilo so p h y a n d  th e ir u n d ersta n d in g  o f h o w  th e  w o rld  w o rks

►  S O M E  T A K E A W A Y S
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Egypt during the New Kingdom

18



3/31/24

7

Hatshepsut
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• What stands in the way of a woman being pharaoh?

• How is Hatshepsut a better choice than Thutmose III?

• What actions does Hatsheptut take to help ensure she is seen as a 
successful pharaoh?

Hatshepsut’s success
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Secondary Source Reading

“The God’s Wife of 
Amun in the 18th 
Dynasty in Egypt” 

Gay Robins

• Article is historiographic—the way historians have talked about this subject

• Most Egyptian priests are men, but there are exceptions to this, including God’s wife of Amun

• Always knew this person existed, but there’s been debate over what it means that this person exists
• P rev io u s ly : In d ica tive  o f th e  p o w er o f th e  p h a ra o h  p a ss in g  o n  v ia  w o m en

• R ep resen ta tive  o f p h a ra o h  d eriv in g  p o w er th ro u g h  w o m en

• What we can say about the role of aristocratic women in the religious life of women
• In st itu tio n a l

• P riva te

►  S O M E  T A K E A W A Y S
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Damnatio memoriae
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Akhenaten
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Nefertiti
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Nubia
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Persian Egypt
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Hellenistic Egypt
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Cleopatra VII
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Final thoughts about Egypt
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