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The Legacy of 
Alexander

• The	Fourth-Century	Crisis

• Macedon

• Philip	and	Alexander

• The	Hellenistic	East
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Upcoming dates

• Monday, November 18 Clouds Essay due

• Monday, December 9 Images Essay due

• Sunday, November 17 Deadline for posting your 
 weekly responses
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Four things today

The	Fourth-Century	Crisis

Macedon

Philip	and	Alexander

The	Hellenistic	East
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Questions about whatever
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What is Clouds about?
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Nomos vs. physis
• Nomos (convention)

§ Is morality merely arbitrarily dictated by society?

§ Protagoras: “Man is the measure of all things”

• Physis (nature)
§ Is there a higher sanction to be found in something else, 

like the natural world?

§ A search for ways to identify natural laws of morality and justice— 
universal truths
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Real Socrates
Believed in physis: Truth is inherent in nature and

cannot be changed regardless of human or divine will

Sophists + Fake “Socrates” in Clouds
Believed in nomos: The truth is what people will believe

Taught the ability to argue regardless of morality
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The Rise of Macedon
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Macedon
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Philip II
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Military reforms
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Philippian expansion
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Dominion of Macedon
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Alexander
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Alexander’s youth
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Alexander as a Greek
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King of Asia
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“To the strongest”
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The Hellenistic East
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Macedon
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The Cosmopolis

28

29

Hellenistic philosophy
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Technology
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