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The 
Republican 
Crisis

• The	Punic	Wars

• Rome	in	the	East

• Consequences	of	Empire

• The	Breakdown	of	the	Republic
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Upcoming dates

• Thursday, November 28 No class meeting

• Monday, December 9 Images essay due

• Tuesday, December 17 Final exam 
 (CA 209, 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.)

• Thursday, December 26 Ultimate Deadline
§ N o late papers or resubm issions for reversible deductions after this date

§ N o exceptions

§ Any incom pletes ow ing to personal em ergencies m ust be m utually 
agreed before this date

• This Sunday This week’s responses due2

A. Identification and Impact 

B. Short Answer

C. Multiple Choice

D. Essay 

Final Exam

3



11/24/24

2

Four things today

The	Punic	Wars

Rome	in	the	East

Consequences	of	Empire

The	Breakdown	of	the	Republic
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Quiz #8: The Republican Crisis
1.	 Roman	provinces	were	normally	governed	by

a.	 proconsuls
b.	 tribunes
c.	 publicani
d.	 senatorial	committees

2.	 All	of	the	following	are	true	of	Tiberius	Gracchus’s	controversial	land	law	
EXCEPT:
a.	 It	was	needed	because	Rome	needed	more	soldiers,	and	soldiers	had	to	

be	landholders
b.	 It	distributed	plots	of	public	land	to	the	poor,	angering	wealthy	

senators	renting	that	land
c.	 Carefully	observing	tradition,	Gracchus	first	asked	for	the	senate’s	

approval	before	proposing	the	law	to	the	plebeian	assembly
d.	 When	he	ran	for	reelection	to	oversee	his	law,	Gracchus	was	clubbed	to	

death	by	a	mob	of	angry	conservative	senators	

3.	 The	senatus	consultum	ultimum,	or	“last	resolution	of	the	senate,”	was	the	
senate’s	emergency	order	to	the	consuls	demanding	that	they
a.	 resign
b.	 take	any	measures	necessary	to	defend	the	state
c.	 deputize	the	other	magistrates	as	temporary	consuls
d.	 press	the	self-destruct	button	and	destroy	Rome

4.	 Gaius	Marius’s	game-changing	reforms	of	the	Roman	army	included	all	of	
the	following	EXCEPT:
a.	 The	property	requirement	was	eliminated,	creating	a	“volunteer	army”
b.	 Funding	and	post-war	rewards	of	land	were	now	in	the	hands	of	the	

general,	not	the	senate
c.	 Soldiers	were	issued	a	javelin,	a	short	sword,	a	black	beret,	and	a	set	of	

early	binoculars
d.	 The	soldiers	were	reorganized	from	maniples	into	cohorts,	each	

carrying	his	own	equipment

5.	 The	Social	War	(91–87	BCE)	refers	to	the	armed	conflict	between
a.	 Facebook	and	MySpace
b.	 the	optimates	and	the	populares
c.	 the	patricians	and	the	plebeians
d.	 the	Italian	allies	and	Rome

EC.	 What	was	the	issue	that	caused	the	Social	War?
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Questions about whatever
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Timeline: Wars in Italy 
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Italy

SAMNITE WARS

9



11/24/24

4

The Capture of Veii, 396

10

The Sack of Rome, 390
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Samnite Wars
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From Phalanx to Maniple
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The Pyrrhic War, 280-275
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The Punic Wars
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Carthage
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Sicily
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Punic Wars—Timeline
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P U N I C  W A R S
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First Punic War
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Second Punic War

Hannibal Barca
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Sack of Syracuse, 212

23

Scipio and the Battle of Zama
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Third Punic War

“CARTHAGO	DELENDA	EST”
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Roman Wars in the East
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The Hellenistic east
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Rome in the east
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In Greece: Liberator and destroyer

29

• Battle of Magnesia (190) defeat of the Seleucid Empire

• Line in the sand (168) Antiochus stopped from taking Egypt

• Battle of Pydna (168) defeat of Macedon

• Destruction of Corinth (146)

Defeating the Hellenistic empires
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Hellenization
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The Consequences of Empire
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Consequences of empire
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The problem of the provinces
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Divisions within the nobility

• Leaders who seek popularity 
among the people of Rome

• Demonize the senate as 
oppressing the masses and 
protecting privilege at Rome’s 
expense, especially in war

• Urge Romans to place their
faith and trust in great men, 
not institutions

POPULARES OPTIMATES

• Leaders who seek to protect 
the old ways

• Champion the senate as 
guardians of tradition and the 
collective, anonymous rule that 
made Rome strong

• Urge Romans to place their 
faith and trust in institutions, 
not great men

Examples
• The Gracchus brothers
• Gaius Marius
• Julius Caesar
• Octavian/Augustus

Examples
• Sulla
• Metellus Numidicus
• Cato (the younger)
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The end of the Republic

14 0 13 0 12 0 11 0 10 0 90 80 70 60 50 40 30

Jugurthine 
War

Drusus 
murdered

Battle of 
ActiumGracchus brothers 

murdered

C im b rian  W ar

Social 
War

Second 
Trium-
virate

Sulla 
dictator

Caesar 
dictator

Sulla

Octavian

AntonyCrassus

Caesar

Pompey

Gracchi M arius

Cicero

Cato

Caesar 
murdered

Populares

Optimates

Drusus

36



11/24/24

13

The brothers Gracchus
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Gaius Marius

38

Client Kingdoms

Numidia

39



11/24/24

14

Jugurthine War

40

Cimbri and Teutones

41

Social War
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