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History	of	
Ancient	Rome
S P R I N G  2 0 2 5

Introduction 
and Evidence

• Rome	and	Italy

• The	syllabus

• Themes	for	the	course

• Stages	of	Roman	history

• Roman	names
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What is this course?
History of Ancient Rome
HIA 321/721, cross-listed with LEH 354

Thursdays
6:00 – 8:40 p.m. in Carman 209

markbwilson.com/courses/AA/AA_ar/
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Who am I?
Mark Wilson
Adjunct Assistant Professor, Dept. of History

mark.wilson@lehman.cuny.edu

Carman 292

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 5:00 to 5:45 p.m.
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Five things today

Rome	and	Italy

The	syllabus

Themes	for	the	course

Stages	of	Roman	history

Roman	names
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How are we connected to the Romans?
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Geography
The geography of Italy is an important key 
to understanding the Romans and their story
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Italy

Sicily

Sardinia

Corsica

Africa

Greece

Illyria

Gaul
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Course website
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Questions about whatever
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Stages of Roman history
There are four major stages of Roman history, 
but within each period Rome is constantly transforming
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• The calendar

• Periodization

• Rom an periods
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Themes of the course
• Why Rome?

• How Rome?

• What was the Roman idea?

• How did Romanization affect the people over whom they ruled?

• How did the acquisition of empire change the Romans?

“Can	any	one	be	so	indifferent	or	idle	as	not	to	care	to	know	by	what	means,	
and	under	what	kind	of	government,	almost	the	whole	inhabited	world	

was	conquered	and	brought	under	the	dominion	of	the	single	city	of	Rome?”

—  PO LYBIU S
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H ow  an insignificant village…

20

… on the far outer fringes of the civilized w orld…
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… cam e to dom inate societies and cultures…
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… far older and w ealthier than its ow n…
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… to becom e the m ost fam ous and m onolithic em pire…
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… in the ancient era.
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We’ll talk about w hy Rom e— w hat’s so special about them …
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… that they should becom e m asters of the M editerranean w orld…
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… how  Rom e w as able to accom plish this feat expansion, conquest…

28

… and the absorption of older and stronger societies.

29

W hat it m eant to be a Rom an and how  that shaped…
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… their story and their legacy.

31

H ow  their dom inion changed the cultures of the w orld…

32

… and how  the acquisition of em pire changes the Rom ans.
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Roman years
The Romans named their years according to 
who was king or consul
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Consular years

N am ing years w as religious as w ell as political
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Driving the nail
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• Later, the Rom ans needed a w ay to w rite about history on a larger scale

• The G reeks used O lym piads

• Counting the regal and consular years created the “A.U.C.” system
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Founding 
of Rome

(according to 
legend) 

AUC 1

753 BCE

Monarchy 
overthrown, 

Republic 
begins

AUC 245

509 BCE

Caesar 
assassinated

AUC 710
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Fall of the 
Western 
Empire

AUC 1229

476 CE
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Roman names
Roman names reflect a cultural emphasis on the family 
over the individual
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44

Pericles Assurbanipal Hatshepsut
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ALKIBIADES

SON OF KLEINIAS

OF ATHENS
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Roman society is made up of clans
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Honor for family and Rome
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Fasti Trium phales

L. CORNELIUS L.F. CN.N. SCIPIO  

COS AN CDXCIV AUC  [=259 BCE]

[TRIUMPHED] OVER CARTHAGE AND SARDINIA/CORSICA

5 DAYS FROM THE IDES OF MARCH  [=MARCH 11]

51



1/27/25

18

L.	CORNELIVS	L.F.	CN.N.	SCIPIO

nomenpraenomen filiation cognomen
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C.	IVLIVS	CAESAR

53

M.	TULLIUS	CICERO
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Some famous Roman names
• M.	TULLIUS	CICERO

• TI.	SEMPRONIUS	GRACCHUS

• M.	AEMILIUS	SCAURUS

• CN.	POMPEIUS	MAGNUS

• M.	LIVIUS	DRUSUS

• M.	JUNIUS	BRUTUS

• L.	CORNELIUS	SULLA	FELIX

• Q.	CAECILIUS	METELLUS	PIUS

• C.	MARIUS

• M.	ANTONIUS

• P.	CLODIUS	PULCHER

• P.	CORNELIUS	SCIPIO	AFRICANUS

• P.	VERGILIUS	MARO

• Q.	HORATIUS	FLACCUS

• Q.	FABIUS	MAXIMUS	VERRUCOSUS	CUNCTATOR
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Marriage
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C.		OCTAVIVS		C.F.	

C.		IVLIVS		C.F.		CAESAR	OCTAVIANVS
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IVLIA
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