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• The	Flavians

• The	World	of	the	Principate

• Cults	and	Christianity

• Trajan	and	Hadrian

• Antoninus	and	Aurelius
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Upcoming dates

• Monday, May 12 Position Paper due via BlackBoard

• Thursday, May 22 Final Exam, 6:15–8:15 p.m.

• Sunday, May 4 Post your Week 12 Responses
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• Identification and Impact 
• I’ll have a few terms and individuals and ask you to discuss 

• what they mean/who they were, and 

• their impact or importance

• You’ll choose terms you’re most comfortable writing about from a selection
• All of the terms will come from the review sheet
• Remember, the definition itself will only be half of this question — you must also be 

able to discuss in detail why it’s important

• Essays 
• I will ask you to write two essays having to do with overall themes of the course
• You will need to provide 

• an argument

• three solid examples supporting your argument

Final Exam
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Five things today

The	Flavians

The	World	of	the	Principate

Cults	and	Christianity

Trajan	and	Hadrian

Antoninus	and	Aurelius
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Quiz #9: The Roman Peace
1.	 The	“Five	Good	Emperors”	were

a.	 Augustus,	Vespasian,	Hadrian,	Marcus	Aurelius,	and	Constantine
b.	 Nerva,	Trajan,	Hadrian,	Antoninus	Pius,	and	Marcus	Aurelius
c.	 Trajan,	Hadrian,	Antoninus	Pius,	Marcus	Aurelius,	and	Commodus
d.	 Galba,	Otho,	Vitellius,	Pertinax,	and	Didius	Julianus

2.	 Trajan	was	known	as	the	optimus	princeps	or	“ideal	prince”	in	part	
because	of	his	
a.	 physical	resemblance	to	Augustus
b.	 program	of	public	assistance	to	children

c.	 welcoming	of	flattery
d.	 fondness	for	fine	food	and	rare	wines

3.	 Significant	elements	of	Hadrian’s	reign	included	all	of	the	following	
EXCEPT:
a.	 A	systematic	shift	from	aggressive	warfare	to	defense	of	the	

frontiers
b.	 Never	visiting	the	provinces,	instead	staying	in	Rome	to	curry	favor	

with	the	senate
c.	 His	extreme	favoritism	of	the	handsome	Antinoös
d.	 Ensuring	the	stability	of	succession,	choosing	the	next	two	

emperors

4.	 The	“silver	age”	of	literature	under	Claudius	and	Nero	included	all	of	
the	following	EXCEPT:
a.	 The	orator	and	Stoic	philosopher	Seneca	the	Younger	(L.	Annaeus	

Seneca)
b.	 The	epic	poet	Lucan	(M.	Annaeus	Lucanus)
c.	 The	Spanish	epigrammist	Martial	(M.	Valerius	Martialis)

d.	 The	seagoing	Agrippa	(M.	Vipsanius	Agrippa)

5.	 Though	wary	of	local	cults	that	might	anchor	resistance	to	Roman	rule,	
one	cult	formally	grafted	onto	the	Roman	pantheon	during	this	period	
was	that	of
a.	 Isis
b.	 Mithras
c.	 Christianity

d.	 Xenu

EC.	 What	actions	by	the	emperors	stand	out	to	you	as	having	strengthened	or	weakened	Roman	literature	and	creative	expression	in	the	first	two	
centuries	of	the	principate?
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Responses
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Questions about whatever
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Vespasian

Titus Flavius Vespasianus à  Im perator Caesar Vespasianus Augustus, 69–79 CE
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Primary Source Reading

Law Concerning the 
Power of Vespasian 

Legal Text

10

Flavian Dynasty
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Titus

Titus Caesar Vespasianus à  Im perator Titus Caesar Vespasianus Augustus, 79–81 CE
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The Jewish War
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Primary Source Reading

The Roman Army in 
the First Century CE 

Josephus
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Domitian

Titus Flavius D om itianus à  Im perator Caesar D om itianus Augustus, 81–96 CE
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Primary Source Reading

How Domitian 
Attempted to Amuse 
the Populace 

Suetonius
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The World of the Principate

17

The Silver Age and the Second Sophistic
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Primary Source Reading

Roman Educational 
Practices 

Various
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• Halt to expansion affects commerce and industry
• Borders fixed – fewer new sources of income
• Monetization of economy
• Thriving trade in imported goods, especially slaves
• Broader market, higher standard of living

• Imperial expense
• Standing army (need to fund)
• Privy purse entirely controlled by personality of emperor

• administered by freedman of his household

• Drain of money to east in exchange for luxury items

Commerce in the principate
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Primary Source Reading

The Grandeur 
of Rome 

Pliny The Elder
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• 50-70 million people throughout the empire
• 20% in ~2000 cities
• 1 million in Rome

• Rome encouraged the growth of cities
• Status of colony or municipium 
• Remission of taxes
• Funding for construction

Provinces – urban development 
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• Generators of economic and cultural power
• Markets, manufacturing, resources
• Infrastructure (roads, harbors, aqueducts)
• Social venues (theaters, circuses, gladiators/blood sports)

• Appeal of Roman life and status + distance from Rome

Provinces – economic development
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Primary Source Reading

Egypt under the 
Roman Empire 

Strabo, Oxyrhynchos Papyri
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Mystery Cults
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• Appeal and expansion

• Persecution

Christianity 
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The Five Good Emperors
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Nerva-Antonines

Nerva Trajan Hadrian
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Primary Source Reading

Panegyric Addressed 
to the Emperor Trajan 

Pliny The Younger
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Trajan
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Primary Source Reading

The Correspondence 
of a Provincial 
Governor and the 
Emperor 

Pliny The Younger
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• Stability of succession

• Military reforms 
• Frontier defense instead of Trajan’s aggressive wars
• Recruitment: less emphasis on citizens, more on locals in regions where they serve
• Reform of tactics

• Imperial administration
• Administration of provinces formalized
• Professional bureaucracy
• Emperor’s friends become an imperial council

• Legal reforms

Hadrian’s Strategy for Empire 
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Stabilization of the Frontiers
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• Curtailed the wars begun under Trajan
• Expansionist policies and territorial gains 
• Mesopotamia, Assyria, Armenia, and parts of Dacia

• Executed enemies
• Four in the senate at the start of his reign 
• Two more again later on

• Ardent admirer of Greece 
• Wanted Athens to be the imperial capital

• Favoritism of Antinoös

Hadrian – Controversies 

34

Nerva-Antonines (cont’d)

Antoninus Pius Marcus Aurelius
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Primary Source Reading

The Reign of 
Marcus Aurelius 

Eutropius
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Primary Source Reading

On the Virtue of 
Antoninus Pius 

Marcus Aurelius
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“Five Good Emperors”
Nerva

Trajan

Hadrian

Antoninus Pius

Marcus Aurelius

Commodus
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