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• Diocletian	and	Constantine

• Rebuilding

• Religion	in	the	Empire

• Fall	of	the	West

• Legacy	of	the	Roman	Empire
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Upcoming dates

• Monday, May 12 Position Paper due via BlackBoard

• Thursday, May 22 Final Exam, 6:15–8:15 p.m.

• Tuesday, May 27 Ultimate Deadline
§ N o late papers or resubm issions for reversible deductions after this date

§ N o exceptions

§ Any incom pletes ow ing to personal em ergencies m ust be m utually 
agreed before this date

• Sunday, May 18 Post your Week 14 Responses
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Five things today

Diocletian	and	Constantine

Rebuilding

Religion	in	the	Empire

Fall	of	the	West

Legacy	of	the	Roman	Empire
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Responses
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Questions about whatever
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Rebuilding the Empire
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Aurelian
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Diocletian
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Efforts to stabilize the economy
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Tetrarchy
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Temporary reunification under Constantine
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Primary Source Reading

Constantine Founds 
Constantinople, 
324 CE 

Sozomen
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Religion in the Roman Empire
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• Local paganism 
• Roman state religion

• Emperor worship

• Henotheism

• Philosophical monotheism

• Dualism
• Zoroastrianism
• Manichaeism

• Eastern Monotheism
• Judaism
• Christianity
• [later, Islam]

Religious ideologies in the empire
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Revolutionary nature of monotheism
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Sun-worship: Sol Invictus, Mithraism
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The Growth of Christianity
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Primary Source Reading

The Persecution under 
Decius 

Eusebius
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The Edict of Milan
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Primary Source Reading

The Conversion of 
Constantine 

Eusebius
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Christianization of the Empire
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• Council of Nicaea (325)
• Nicene creed
• Filioque

• Orthodoxy and heresy
• Christology
• Gnosticism
• Donatists
• Arianism
• Monophysitism
• Nestorianism

Christianity as a state religion
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Constantinople

A ntioch

Jerusalem
A lexandria

Rom e
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Julian the Apostate
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Primary Source Reading

Letter to Arsacius 

Julian
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Theodsius: Christianity made official
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Fall of the West
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Primary Source Reading

The Greatness of 
Rome in the Days of 
Ruin, 413CE 

Rutilius Namatianus
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Germanic movements
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Visigoths and other Germans
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Primary Source Reading

Alaric’s Sack of Rome, 
410 CE 

Procopius of Caesarea
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Shadow emperors
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Primary Source Reading

The Battle of Chalôns, 
451 CE 

Jordanes
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Odoacer and Theodoric
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The Byzantine Empire
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Byzantine emperors
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Constantinople
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Successors to the Romans

Western

Christendom

Eastern Roman Empire

(Byzantine Empire)

Islamic Caliphates
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Roman questions
• Why Rome?

• Why Carthage? Why Hannibal?

• What made the Republic fall?

• What made the Western Empire fall? 

• Why did the Eastern Empire endure?

• Did Christianization save the Empire, or destroy it?

• What was the Roman idea? How did it change?

• What is Rome’s legacy for us?
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The Roman idea
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