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MEETING 3

Patricians and
Plebeians

*  Kings after Romulus

* The Conflict of the Orders

Upcoming dates

* Monday, March 10 Images essay due

* Monday, March 24 Proposal due

Five things today

Kings after Romulus

The abolition of the monarchy

The early Republic

The Senate and the People

The Conflict of the Orders
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Quiz #1: Patricians and Plebeians

1. The term paterfamilas efers to
a " traditional
customs

4. Al of the following are true of the Struggle o the Onders EXCEFT:

hopkeepers, artisans, etc.)

authority over the household
. “the high pries’:the priestin charge of the Vestal Virgins and
other priests

b Ond
deliberately exaggerated and oversimplified i later Roman
accounts

d
ate asa delicacy

2 EXCEPT

() it )
. fetals (involved in issues of peace and war)
d. augurs (consulted the will of the gods)

3. The senate diferd from the assemblies n that the senate
2. consisted entiely of old men retired from politics:
b, could only be convened by afirtborn
. operated indiependently o relgion and the gods
(@ could not ass s

EC

a 3
Council and the lex Hortensia

5. The Twelve Tables
a. actually consisted of thirteen tables, accounting for the laer
notoriety of the number 3
& 3

(©) publicly establshed in principle the equality ofalfree ctizens
beforethe law
d. surivestoday entirely intact tharks tocenturies of carefl
preservation ofevery word o the text

Responses
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Questions about whatever

<

The kings after Numa

111. Tullus Hostilius
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IV. Ancus Marcius

V. Tarquinius Priscus

VI. Servius Tullius
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Servian reforms

* Replaced aristocratic comitia curiata with comitia centuriata

* First census

* Increased number of tribes

* Servian Wall

* Temple of Diana and Latin League

Aristocracy and people

VII. Tarquinius Superbus




2/9/25

The end of monarchy

Temple of Juppiter Optimus Maximus
- 4.
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Sybilline Books

Tarquin’s arrogance

Livy

The Rape of Lucretia
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Internal divisions

7

1
Y

The first consuls

/ }}Ihnius Brutus b
P:Vialerius Poplicola

ZH\ $%
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Battle of Lake Regillus

L

Early Rome

10
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The Roman Family

* Paterfamilias

* Materfamilias

* Children

« Slaves and Freedmen/women

Liberti (freedmen and freedwomen)
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Early Roman values (mos maiorum)

* Virtus
« Valor, Poverty, Excellence

* Pietas

* Fides

* Gravity andconstancy

* Moderation and chastity

* Auctoritas

Livy, Dionysius

The Roman Way of
Declaring War

The early Republic

12
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Shared governance

40 &?*\

Critical principles of the Republic

* Collegiality

* Annual office

* Imperium

« Ladder of offices (cursus honorum)

The ruling class
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Clients and patrons

Dionysius

Early Rules for Clients
and Patrons

The Senate and the People of Rome

14
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The assemblies

Roman assemblies

Comitia curiata (Assembly of curiae)
Original assembly of elite handholders
Meets only to grant imperium to incoming cansuls, practors, and dictators

Comitia i A bly o]
Citizens meeting as an army in the Fields of Mars
Convened by consul or praetor
Passes laws on matters of war and peace
Elects imperium magistrates (consuls, praetors, and censors)
Each century gets one vote

Comitia tributa (Assembly of tribes)
Citizens meeting a5 cvilians in the Roman Forum
Convened by consul or practor
Passes laws on domestic matters of concern to citizens

Elects non-imperium magistrates
Each tribe gets one vote

Concilium plebis (Council of the plebeians)
Tribal sssembly meeting with only the plebeian citizens present
Convened by tribunes of the plebs
Passes plebiscites on matters of concern to plebeians
Elects tribunes of the plebs

t elections and pass laws

15
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Roman legislative process

* Consul or tribune customarily presents law to senate first for their advice

* Law then presented to assembly with senate resolution

The senate

Senatorial debate

16
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Why did the senate matter?

* Experienced membership

* Persistence vs. annual magistrates

* Increasing self-perceived role as protector of tradition and custom

Struggle of the Orders

Patrician families

"ﬂ‘L! 15, o=
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Plebeian famili_es‘
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Clans holding magistracies in the Republic

Clans holding magistracies in the Republic
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Depictions of early patricians

R\

Coriolanus Opposes
the Plebs

Access to imperium and priesthoods

N\
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Debt oppression in the early Republic

Debt slavery (nexum)

Levy and secession
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Early accommodations

* Plebeian council

* Tribunes of the plebs

* Plebeian aediles

Decemviri and the Twelve Tables

The Twelve Tables

B *ﬁ' ANe 71 1
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Military tribunes with consular power

>

64

Licinian-Sextian Laws (367)

1

Hortensian Law (287)

I \x l"

66
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Liv

Latins

The Roman oligarc

* Rivalry and ranking of families within the ruling class

* Influence of the senate
« Consular nobility
* Priests

* Short-term elected magistrates
* Cooption of the plebeian tribunes

* Undemocratric assemblies

The Defeat of the
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