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• Kings	after	Romulus

• The	abolition	of	the	monarchy

• The	early	Republic

• The	Senate	and	the	People

• The	Conflict	of	the	Orders
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Upcoming dates

• Monday, March 10 Images essay due
 upload to BlackBoard by midnight

• Monday, March 24 Proposal due

• Sunday, February 16 Post your Week 3 responses
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Five things today

Kings	after	Romulus

The	abolition	of	the	monarchy

The	early	Republic

The	Senate	and	the	People

The	Conflict	of	the	Orders
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Quiz #1: Patricians and Plebeians
1.	 The	term	paterfamilias	refers	to

a.	 “the	ways	of	our	ancestors”:	traditional	Roman	behavior	and	
customs

b.	 “the	father	of	the	family”:	the	elder	male	with	life	and	death	
authority	over	the	household

c.	 “the	high	priest”:	the	priest	in	charge	of	the	Vestal	Virgins	and	
other	priests

d.	 “the	crunchy	frog”:	the	small	honeyed	amphibians	wealthy	Romans	
ate	as	a	delicacy

2.	 Roman	religious	officials	included	all	of	the	following	EXCEPT:
a.	 flamens	(high	priests	dedicated	to	a	particular	god	or	goddess)

b.	 magi	(responsible	for	arcane	ritual)
c.	 fetials	(involved	in	issues	of	peace	and	war)
d.	 augurs	(consulted	the	will	of	the	gods)

3.	 The	senate	differed	from	the	assemblies	in	that	the	senate

a.	 consisted	entirely	of	old	men	retired	from	politics
b.	 could	only	be	convened	by	a	firstborn	son
c.	 operated	independently	of	religion	and	the	gods
d.	 could	not	pass	laws

4.	 All	of	the	following	are	true	of	the	Struggle	of	the	Orders	EXCEPT:
a.	 It	arose	through	stress	between	landed	patrician	families	and	less	

empowered	families	and	clans	(farmers,	shopkeepers,	artisans,	etc.)
b.	 According	to	the	text,	the	details	of	the	Struggle	of	the	Orders	were	

deliberately	exaggerated	and	oversimplified	in	later	Roman	
accounts

c.	 Despite	constant	pressure	to	create	them,	no	plebeian-only	offices	
existed	in	the	Republic

d.	 Class	tension	was	alleviated	through	such	gains	as	the	Plebeian	
Council	and	the	lex	Hortensia

5.	 The	Twelve	Tables
a.	 actually	consisted	of	thirteen	tables,	accounting	for	the	later	

notoriety	of	the	number	13
b.	 were	compiled	by	a	special	panel	of	six	white-bearded	men	called	a	

coven
c.	 publicly	established	in	principle	the	equality	of	all	free	citizens	

before	the	law
d.	 survives	today	entirely	intact	thanks	to	centuries	of	careful	

preservation	of	every	word	of	the	text	

EC.	 Name	an	official	of	the	Roman	Republic	and	briefly	describe	what	they	did	and	how	they	were	elected.
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Responses
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Questions about whatever
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The kings after Numa
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III. Tullus Hostilius
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IV. Ancus Marcius
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V. Tarquinius Priscus
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VI. Servius Tullius
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Servian reforms
• Replaced aristocratic comitia curiata with comitia centuriata

• First census

• Increased number of tribes

• Servian Wall

• Temple of Diana and Latin League

13

Aristocracy and people
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VII. Tarquinius Superbus

15
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The end of monarchy
By the end the Roman propertied families saw monarchy—the 
elevation of one family over the others—as completely un-Roman
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M odel of the Regia (king’s altar)

17

Temple of Juppiter Optimus Maximus

18



2/9/25

7

Sybilline Books
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Tarquin’s arrogance

20

Primary Source Reading

The Rape of Lucretia

Livy

21
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L. Iunius Brutus
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Vow of liberty

23

Tarquinian Wars

24
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Latin League
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Internal divisions

26

The first consuls

L. Iunius Brutus
P. Valerius Poplicola
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Battle of Lake Regillus

28
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Early Rome
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• Paterfamilias

• Materfamilias

• Children

• Slaves and Freedmen/women

The Roman Family

31

Slaves

32

Liberti (freedmen and freedwomen)

33
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• Virtus
• Valor, Poverty, Excellence

• Pietas

• Fides

• Gravity and constancy

• Moderation and chastity

• Auctoritas

Early Roman values (mos maiorum)

34

Primary Source Reading

The Roman Way of 
Declaring War 

Livy, Dionysius

35

The early Republic

36
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Shared governance

37

Critical principles of the Republic
• Collegiality

• Annual office

• Imperium

• Ladder of offices (cursus honorum)

38

The ruling class

39
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Clients and patrons

40

Primary Source Reading

Early Rules for Clients 
and Patrons

Dionysius

41

The Senate and the People of Rome

42
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The assemblies 

43

Roman assemblies

Comitia tributa (Assembly of tribes)
Citizens m eeting as civilians in the Rom an Forum
Convened by consul or praetor
Passes law s on dom estic m atters of concern to citizens
Elects non-im perium  m agistrates
Each tribe gets one vote

Comitia centuriata (Assembly of centuries)
Citizens m eeting as an arm y in the Fields of M ars
Convened by consul or praetor
Passes law s on m atters of w ar and peace
Elects im perium  m agistrates (consuls, praetors, and censors)
Each century gets one vote

Concilium plebis (Council of the plebeians)
Tribal assem bly m eeting w ith only the plebeian citizens present
Convened by tribunes of the plebs
Passes plebiscites on m atters of concern to plebeians
Elects tribunes of the plebs

Comitia curiata (Assembly of curiae)
O riginal assem bly of elite handholders
M eets only to grant im perium  to incom ing consuls, praetors, and dictators

44

Conduct elections and pass laws

45
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• Consul or tribune customarily presents law to senate first for their advice

• Law then presented to assembly with senate resolution

Roman legislative process

46

The senate

47

Senatorial debate

Senatus consultum  de Bacchanalibus (186 BCE)

48
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• Experienced membership

• Persistence vs. annual magistrates 

• Increasing self-perceived role as protector of tradition and custom

Why did the senate matter?

49

Struggle of the Orders

50

Patrician families

51
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Plebeian families

52

Clans holding magistracies in the Republic
AEBUT IA
AEM IL IA
ANTON IA
AQU ILL IA
AT IL IA
CLAUD IA /CLOD IA
CLOEL IA
COM IN IA
CORNEL IA
CUR IAT IA
CURT IA
FAB IA
FUR IA

GEGAN IA
GENUC IA
HERM IN IA
HORAT IA
HOST IL IA
JU L IA
JUN IA
LARC IA /LART IA
LUCRET IA
M ANL IA
M ARC IA
M ENEN IA
M ET IL IA
M INUC IA

MUC IA
NAUTIA
NUM IC IA
PAP IR IA
P INAR IA

POSTUM IA
QU INCT IA
QU INCT IL IA
SEM PRON IA
SERG IA
SERV IL IA
SEST IA
S ICC IA /SECC IA
SULP IC IA
TARQU IT IA
TULL IA
VALER IA
VERG IN IA

VETUR IA
VOLUMN IA

ABUR IA
AC IL IA
AEL IA
AFIN IA
AFRAN IA
ALB IA
ALB IN IA
AL IENA
ALL IA
AM P IA
ANCHAR IA
AN IC IA
ANN IA

ANT IA
ANT IST IA
APPULE IA
APRON IA
APUST IA
ARREN IA
ARR IA
ARRUNTIA
ASELL IA
AS IN IA
ATE IA
AT IN IA
ATT IA
AUFID IA

AUL IA
AUREL IA
AURUNCULE IA
AUTRON IA
AX IA

BAEB IA
CAEC IL IA
CAEC IN IA
CAED IC IA
CAEPAS IA
CAESET IA
CAES IA
CAL ID IA
CALPURN IA
CAN IN IA
CANULE IA
CAR IS IA
CARV IL IA

CASS IA
CAT IA
CEST IA
C ICERE IA
C IN C IA
C ISP IA
CLUV IA
COCCE IA
COEL IA /CAEL IA
CONS ID IA
COPON IA
CORN IF IC IA
CORUNCAN IA

COSCON IA
COSSUT IA
CREPERE IA
CR ITON IA
CUP IENN IA
CUR IA
DEC IA
DEC ID IA
DEC IM IA
D ID IA
D IG IT IA
DOM IT IA
DU ILL IA
DURON IA

EGNATIA
EGNATULE IA
EP ID IA
ERUC IA
FABR IC IA

FALC ID IA
FANN IA
FLAM IN IA
FLAV IA
FOL IA
FONTE IA
FU FIA
FU FID IA
FULV IA
FUNDAN IA
FURN IA
GAB IN IA
GALL IA

GELL IA
GRAT ID IA
HELV IA
HERENN IA
H IRTULE IA
HORTENS IA
IC IL IA
IN STE IA
JUVENT IA
LABER IA
LAB IENA
LAEL IA
LAETOR IA

L IC IN IA
L IGAR IA
L IV IA
L IV IN E IA
LOLL IA
LUCCE IA
LUC IL IA
LUTAT IA
M AEC IL IA
M AEL IA
M AEN IA
M AEV IA
M AG IA
M A IAN IA

M ALL IA
M AM IL IA
M AN IA
M AN IL IA
M AR IA

M ATIENA
M EMM IA
M IND IA
MUMM IA
MUNATIA
NAEV IA
NAS ID IA
N IG ID IA
NON IA
NORBANA
NOV IA
NUM IS IA
NUM ITOR IA

OCC IA
OCTAV IA
OGULN IA
OP IM IA
OPP IA
OTAC IL IA
PAP IA
PED IA
PEDUCAEA
PERPERNA
PET ILL IA
PETRON IA
PLAETOR IA

PLAUT IA /PLOT IA
POETEL IA
POM PE IA
POM PON IA
POP ILL IA
POPPAEA
PORC IA
PROC IL IA
PUBL IC IA
PUBL IL IA
PULL IA
PUP IA
QU IN T IA
RAB IR IA

RABULE IA
RAEC IA
REMM IA
ROSC IA
RUBR IA

RUP IL IA
RUT IL IA
SAEN IA
SALLUST IA
SALON IA
SALV IA
SAUFE IA
SCANTIA
SCANTIN IA
SCAPT IA
SCR IBON IA
SENT IA
SEPT IM IA

SERR IA
SEXT IA
SEXT IL IA
S IC IN IA
S IL IA
SOS IA
STAT IA
STERT IN IA
TERENT IA
THOR IA
T ILL IA
T IT IA
T IT IN IA

T ITUR IA
TREBELL IA
TREBON IA
TREM ELL IA
TUCC IA
TUR IA
TURULL IA
ULP IA
VALG IA
VARGUNTE IA
VAR IA
VELLE IA
VENT ID IA
VENULE IA

VERG IL IA
VETT IA
V IB IA
V IBU LL IA
V ILL IA

V IN IC IA
V IPSAN IA
V ITELL IA
VOCON IA
VOLCAT IA
VOLTE IA
VOLUSENA
VOLUS IA
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P a tric ia n  c la n s P le b e ia n  c la n s
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Depictions of early patricians

55

Primary Source Reading

Coriolanus Opposes 
the Plebs 

Dionysius

56

Access to imperium and priesthoods

57
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Debt oppression in the early Republic

58

Debt slavery (nexum)

59

Levy and secession

60
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• Plebeian council

• Tribunes of the plebs

• Plebeian aediles

Early accommodations

61

Decemviri and the Twelve Tables

62

Primary Source Reading

The Twelve Tables 

Fragments

63
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Military tribunes with consular power

64

Licinian-Sextian Laws (367)

65

Hortensian Law (287)

66
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• Rivalry and ranking of families within the ruling class

• Influence of the senate 
• Consular nobility
• Priests

• Short-term elected magistrates

• Cooption of the plebeian tribunes

• Undemocratric assemblies

The Roman oligarchy

67

Primary Source Reading

The Defeat of the 
Latins

Livy

68

69


