MEETING 4

SPQR

*  Assemblies and the senate

2/16/25

*  Consuls, tribunes, and dictators

*  The Struggle of the Orders
+ Veii and the Sack

+  The Samnites and Pyrrhus

Upcoming dates

* Monday, March 10 Images essay due

* Monday, March 24 Proposal due

Five things today

Assemblies and the senate
Consuls, tribunes, and dictators
The Struggle of the Orders

Veii and the Sack

The Samnites and Pyrrhus
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Quiz #2: SPQR
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Questions about whatever
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The senate

The Roman senate
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Senatorial debate

Why did the senate matter?

* Experienced membership

* Persistence vs. annual magistrates

* Increasing self-perceived role as protector of tradition and custom

Consuls and tribunes
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The young noble

* Coming of age at 14

* Military service

* Ladder of offices

Annual collegial Roman magistracies

Imperium
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How do they make two consuls work?

* Alternation of the fasces

* Shared responsibility

* Collegial veto

Polybius

The Constitution of
the Roman Republic

Tribunes of the Plebs

 Sacrosanct

* Tribunicial veto

* Citizen's right of appeal
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Dionysius

The Tribunes and their
Manipulation

Other ordinary officials

* Interrex

* Pontifex maximus

* Princeps senatus

Dictator

* Response to any Rome-threatening crisis—domestic, military, or religious

* Requested by senate or people

* Chosen by a consul

« Total authority of the Roman state
* No colleague
* Exempt from veto and appeal

* Bound to his mandate

* Resigns on resolution of crisis
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The Mythology of the
Farmer General
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Struggle of the Orders
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Clans holding magistracies




Depictions of early patricians
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Access to imperium and priesthoods
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Debt slavery (nexum)
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Levy and secession
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Early accommodations
* Plebeian council
« Tribunes of the plebs

* Plebeian aediles

Decemviri and the Twelve Tables
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Military tribunes with consular power

38

Licinian-Sextian Laws (367)
- E‘
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passed by the Plebeian Council are binding on all Romans, not just plebeians

The Roman oligarchy
* Rivalry and ranking of families within the ruling class

* Influence of the senate
* Consular nobility
* Priests

* Short-term elected magistrates
* Cooption of the plebeian tribunes

* Undemocratric assemblies

Capure of Veii

2/16/25
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Italian Wars—Timeline

The Etruscan shadow

Etruscan wealth
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Advantages of Veii vs. Rome

Camillus
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Evocatio

Legacies of the Capture of Veii

* Rome’s sense of power

* Rome’s wealth and standard of living

* Rome as an economic and military power

* Shift from defense to conquest

* Dictator as champion and savior
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Slavery and the Roman economy

The Sack of Rome

Arrival of the Senonian Gauls
e, Mt o
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Legacies of the Sack of Rome

* Damage to Roman buildings and records

* Dread of the Gaul

* Protection of Rome through control of central Italy

Control over central Italy
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Livy

The Defeat of the
Latins
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Livy

The Samnites’
‘Linen Legion’
Remains Undaunted
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Battle of the Caudine Forks

Wiel v
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THE PHALANX LEGION

THE MANIPULAR LEGION
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Polybius

The Roman Maniple
vs. the Macedonian
Phalanx

Legacies of the Second Samnite War

* Manipular army means more training and longer service

* Roman control over Samnium and Campania

« Greeks of Southern Italy realize that they're next

Romanization

* Latin Rights
= Trade
= Intermarriage
= Migration

i Municipalities (municipia)

* Colonies (coloni)

* Allies (socii)
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Hubs of Romanness

Sl

Southern Italy and
the PyrrhicWar
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Legacies of the Pyrrhic War

« Demonstration of deep Roman resources even in defeat

* Assertion of hegemony over Italy

* Coveting of Sicily

SICHLEA. ANTIQUA . e SICANIA JTRINACKIA CTABULAGEOGRAPHICA
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