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• Caesar	as	Dictator

• Caesar’s	assassination

• The	Late	Republic

• Octavian	and	Antony

• Cleopatra	and	Actium
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• Thursday, April 17 No class meeting (Spring Break)

• Monday, May 12 Position Paper die via BlackBoard

• Sunday, April 6 Post your Week 9 responses

Upcoming dates
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Five things today

Caesar	as	Dictator

Caesar’s	assassination

The	Late	Republic

Octavian	and	Antony

Cleopatra	and	Actium
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Quiz #7: End of the Republic
1.	 Antony's	efforts	to	seize	power	after	Caesar's	death	were	supported	by	

a.	 Cicero,	who	praised	Antony	in	the	senate
b.	 Octavian,	who	called	Antony	the	next	Caesar
c.	 Lepidus,	who	thus	became	pontifex	maximus
d.	 Amatius,	who	built	a	shrine	to	Caesar

2.	 Prominent	Greek	philosophies	in	Late	Republic	Rome	included	all	of	
the	following	EXCEPT:
a.	 Stoicism:	ethics	and	virtue	take	precedence	over	personal	need
b.	 Skepticism:	absolute	dogmas	cannot	be	true
c.	 Solipsism:	the	only	truth	is	your	own	mind
d.	 Epicurianism:	humans	are	merely	matter	and	should	lead	a	quiet	

life	of	moderated	pleasure

3.	 Hortensia,	daughter	of	the	orator	Hortensius,	successfully	led	a	protest	
of	women	against
a.	 a	tax	on	noblewomen	to	pay	for	the	war	against	Brutus	and	Cassius
b.	 a	law	barring	noblewomen	from	wearing	gaudy	jewelry	to	avoid	

offending	the	gods
c.	 unusually	long	military	campaigns	that	kept	husbands	away
d.	 restrictions	on	Greek	midwives,	nursemaids,	and	other	valued	

foreign-born	servants

4.	 All	of	these	relationships	had	a	major	impact	on	events	leading	to	the	
end	of	the	Republic	EXCEPT:
a.	 Octavian	and	Livia	Drusilla
b.	 Antony	and	Octavia
c.	 Antony	and	Cleopatra
d.	 Lepidus	and	Junia	Secunda

5.	 Individuals	who	both	reigned	over	Egypt	and	survived	the	war	between	
Antony	and	Octavian	include
a.	 Ptolemy	XV	Caesar,	known	as	Caesarion
b.	 Cleopatra	VII	Philopator,	known	as	Cleopatra
c.	 C.	Iulius	Caesar	Octavianus,	known	as	Octavian	
d.	 M.	Antonius,	known	as	Antony

EC.	 How	was	the	triumvirate	of	Octavian,	Antony,	and	Lepidus	different	from	the	previous	triumvirate	of	Pompey,	Crassus,	and	Caesar?	What	did	the	
two	triumvirates	have	in	common	(apart	from	consisting	of	three	men)?	

5

Responses
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Questions about whatever
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C. Iulius Cæsar
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Primary Source Reading

Pompey’s Letter to 
the Senate 

Sallust
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Caesar

C. Iulius Caesar
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Crassus CaesarPom pey

“First Triumvirate”
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Caesar in Gaul
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Cato the Younger

M . Porcius Cato
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Crossing the Rubicon: ‘The die is cast’

15



3/30/25

6

16

Primary Source Reading

On Julius Caesar

Suetonius
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• Five dictatorships, four consulships between 49 and 44

• Reforms: 
• Debt relief, remissions of rent
• Enrollment of new citizens
• Revised calendar and related religious reforms
• Promagistrates’ terms limited
• Distributions of grain and oil; banquets, public entertainments

• Consolidation of power: 
• Took control over elections (current and future)
• Appointment of governors, priests
• Increased number of magistrates and priests

• Campaigns in the Aegean, Egypt, Anatolia, Africa, Spain

• Seldom in Rome until the last 5 months

Caesar the dictator
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Rome under Caesar’s lieutenants

19

• Incident at the temple of Venus

• White-filleted laurel

• “I am no king, I am Caesar”

• Festival of Lupercalia (Feb 15)

• Parthian prophecy

• Statue of Brutus the Liberator graffitied

• Caesar prepares to leave for war by the end of March

The final five months in Rome
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Dictator perpetuum
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“Et tu, Brute?”
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Rome in the late Republic
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Primary Source Reading

Life in Rome in the 
Late Republic 

Sallust

25

Late Republic Politics
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Primary Source Reading

The Roman Candidate 

Q. Cicero

27



3/30/25

10

Clodius

P. Clodius Pulcher
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Primary Source Reading

The Murder of Clodius 

Asconius
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Philosophy
• Stoicism

§ "virtue is the only good”
§ Rejection of desire and fear

• Epicureanism
§ Tranquility through modest life and gained knowledge

• Perpipatetics
§ Followers of Aristotle
§ Logic applied to experience and observation
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Primary Source Reading

Scipio’s Dream 

Cicero
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Rome after Caesar
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Caesar’s successors

Antony Octavian
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Antony

M . Antonius
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Octavian

C. Iulius Caesar O ctavianus
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Primary Source Reading

On the Rise of 
Augustus

Cicero
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The Triumvirate (43-36 BCE)

Antony Octavian Lepidus
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Proscriptions under the Triumvirate
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The Defeat of the “Liberators”
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Marcus Agrippa
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Antony in the East, Octavian in Rome
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Cleopatra VII
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Battle of Actium 

43

Octavian after Actium
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When does the Republic end?
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