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Civilizations	of	the	
Ancient	World
S P R I N G  2 0 2 5

How Not to 
Run an Empire: 
The Assyrians

M E E T I N G  1 0

• Midterm	Exam

• Philistines	and	Phoenicians

• The	Hebrew	migration

• The	Neo-Assyrians
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Upcoming dates

• Thursday, March 6 No class meeting
 Wednesday classes meet

• Monday, March 10 Gilgamesh essay due
 upload to BlackBoard by midnight

• Tuesday, March 18 Midterm Exam
 during our regular class meeting, in this room

• Sunday, March 9 Post your Week 6 responses
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Four things today

Midterm	Exam

Philistines	and	Phoenicians

The	Hebrew	migration

The	Neo-Assyrians
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Responses
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The Midterm
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Kinds of Questions

• For each section except Multiple Choice, you will have at least twice as many choices 
as you need

Identification 

and Impact 

• You’ll be provided with a term and you’ll need to give both 

(a) a description of what it refers to and 
(b) its significance or importance

• All terms will come from the review sheet

Short Answer A couple of paragraphs on a topic we’ve discussed with examples 

Multiple Choice Like the quizzes – Choose the best of four answers

Map Locate important cities, peoples, and key geographic features 

on a blank map 

Essay • Your interpretation and analysis of a major theme we’ve covered

• You’ll be asked to give an opinion and support it with evidence in the form 
of examples from three societies we’ve studied
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Approach to preparing
• All readings are fair game

• Use resources on the website—quiz notes, slides, and videos

• Look for milestone events in the periods we’ve discussed and bullet-point 
their causes and legacies

• “Why” and “how” questions don’t have just one answer

• Try to anticipate possible essay questions

• Know centuries and eras for awareness of “before” and “after”
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Questions about whatever
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Dawn of the Iron Age

9



3/3/25

4

Iron
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Iron Age Civilizations
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Iron Age Canaan
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Canaan
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Iron Age peoples in Canaan
• Indo-Europeans (migrants from the Aegean)

§ Philistines

• Semitic Peoples
§ Aramaeans 
§ Phoenicians 
§ Israelites 

• Exodus from Egypt  1250

• Struggle for Canaan  1200–1000

• Kingdom of Israel  1020–722  
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Philistines
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Phoenicians
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Murex → Tyrian purple
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Ancient languages and writing systems

Pictographic

Cuneiform – Sumer

Cuneiform – iron age Assyria

Cuneiform – iron age Persia

Cuneiform – Hittites

Hieroglyphs – Egypt

Syllabic

Linear A – Crete

Linear B – Mycenae

Phonetic

Phoenician

Greek

Etruscan

Latin

19
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Descended from the Phoenician alphabet
LATIN ALPHABET – ENGLISH

Those	who	do	not	remember	the	past	are	
condemned	to	repeat	it.

LATIN ALPHABET – GERMAN

Wer	sich	nicht	an	die	Vergangenheit	erinnert,	
ist	dazu	verdammt,	sie	zu	wiederholen.

LATIN ALPHABET – FRENCH

Ceux	qui	ne	se	souviennent	pas	du	passé	
sont	condamnés	à	le	répéter.

ARABIC ALPHABET – ARABIC

 مھیلع موكحم يضاملا نوركذتي لا نيذلا كئلوأ
.هراركتب

ARABIC ALPHABET – PERSIAN

 دنروآ یمن دای هب ار هتشذگ هک یناسک
.دنتسھ نآ رارکت هب موکحم

HEBREW ALPHABET – HEBREW

.וילע רוזחל ןודינ רבעה תא רכוז אלש ימ

HEBREW ALPHABET – YIDDISH

ןרעווטייהנעגנאגראפ ידטשינןקנעדעגסאוו יד
.ןרזחרעביא וצטפשמראפ

CYRILLIC ALPHABET – UKRAINIAN

Ті,	хто	не	пам’ятає	минулого,	приречені	
повторювати	його.

CYRILLIC ALPHABET – RUSSIAN

Те,	кто	не	помнит	прошлого,	обречены	
на	его	повторение.

INDIC ALPHABETS – HINDI

जो लोग अतीत को याद नह/ं रखते वे इसे 
दोहराने के 7लए अ7भश;त ह<।

INDIC ALPHABETS – TAMIL

கட#த கால(ைத நிைனவ./ 
ெகா1ளாதவ3க1 அைத ம6789 
ெச;வ< க7=>க?ப8கிற<.

GREEK ALPHABET – GREEK

Όσοι	δεν	θυμούνται	το	παρελθόν	είναι	
καταδικασμένοι	να	το	επαναλάβουν.

22

Aramaeans
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The Hebrews
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The Exodus
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Hebrews
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Expansion of the Kingdom of Israel
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Iron Age Mesopotamia
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Neo-Assyrian Empire
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Ruling the Neo-Assyrian Empire
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Timeline – Hebrews and Neo-Assyrians
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Deportation of Northern Kingdom (722 BCE)
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Babylon
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Babylon
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The Hanging Gardens

37

“Tower of Babel”

38

Etemenanki Ziggurat

39



3/3/25

14

The Babylonian Captivity (587-538 BCE)

40

Monotheism
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