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Upcoming dates

• Tuesday, April 15 No class meeting (Spring Break)
Thursday, April 17

• Monday, April 28 Clouds Essay due via BlackBoard

• Monday, May 12 Images Essay due via BlackBoard

• Sunday, April 6 Post your Week 10 responses
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Four things today

Clouds	Essay

Conflicting	Greek	ideals

The	undeclared	war

The	Peloponnesian	War

1

2

3

4

3



4/2/25

2

4

Quiz #6: Wars Between the Greeks
1.	 Pericles’s	strategy	for	dealing	with	the	Spartan	threat	to	Athens	was	to

a.	 march	out	and	fearlessly	fight	the	Spartan	army

b.	 evacuate	the	farmlands	and	bring	everyone	within	the	city	walls
c.	 sail	to	Sparta	and	attack	the	city

d.	 surrender	and	hope	for	the	best

2.	 People	who	taught	the	skill	of	arguing	a	question	from	any	or	all	
positions,	as	part	of	the	art	of	rhetoric,	in	classical	Athens	were	called

a.	 sapiens
b.	 solons

c.	 socialites
d.	 sophists

3.	 Sparta’s	victory	over	Athens	was	made	possible	by	all	of	the	following	
EXCEPT:		
a.	 Sparta’s	deal	with	India	for	naval	assistance

b.	 The	devastating	effects	of	plague	in	Athens
c.	 The	crippling	losses	from	Athens’s	expedition	to	Syracuse

d.	 The	defection	of	an	Athenian	general,	Alcibiades,	to	Sparta	after	
accusations	of	religious	desecration

4.	 The	aftermath	of	the	Peloponnesian	War	included	
a.	 Athens	and	its	empire	rising	stronger	than	ever

b.	 the	Persians	reoccupying	Greek	lands	in	Ionia
c.	 decades	of	peace	allowing	the	Greeks	to	recover

d.	 the	philosopher	Socrates	being	hailed	as	a	hero	of	Athenian	
cultural	achievement

5.	 Famous	tragic	or	comic	plays	from	classical	Athens	include	all	of	the	
following	EXCEPT:

a.	 Lysistrata	by	Aristophanes,	about	the	women	of	Greece	denying	
their	husbands	sex	until	they	stop	the	war

b.	 The	Oresteia	by	Aeschylos,	about	Orestes	seeking	revenge	for	the	
murder	of	Agamemnon	by	his	wife

c.	 Medea	by	Euripides,	about	a	sorceress	who	gets	even	with	her	
cheating	husband,	Jason,	by	killing	her	children

d.	 Helaiai	by	Thucydides,	about	the	murder	of	fellow	historian	
Herodotus	by	a	vengeful	scribe

EC.	 In	your	opinion,	why	did	Sparta	and	Athens	really	go	to	war?
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Responses
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Questions about whatever
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The middle part of Clouds
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The Clouds Essay

9



4/2/25

4

Guidance and resources
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Clouds essay options
Choose your topic from one of the three prompts below.

Choose a second work to compare with Clouds.

O ption A

Right and wrong in Clouds. Clouds 
emphasizes traditional values throughout the 
play and then ends with violence. Does Clouds 
offer an internally inconsistent message on 
morality?

O ption B

Aristophanes’s agenda. The surviving plays of 
Aristophanes range over a long and turbulent 
period of Athenian history. Do Aristophanes’s 
opinions and technique change over time?

O ption C

Socrates vs. Socrates. The “Socrates” found in 
Aristophanes’s Clouds is a deliberate distortion 
driven by a desire to discredit the real Socrates. 
What does this version of Socrates have in 
common with the one depicted in works by 
Socrates’s student, Plato?

Popular options include:
• Medea by Euripides;

• Elektra by Euripides or Sophocles; and

• Antigone by Sophocles.
• There are other possibilities as well.

Popular options include:
• Frogs, mounted in 405 BCE, 11 years after 

the revised version of Clouds;

• Birds, mounted in 414; and
• Wealth, mounted in 388.

Possibilities include:
• Phaedo, which has Socrates discussing life 

and afterlife on the brink of his execution;

• Apology, a version of Socrates’s self-defense 
against charges of irreligion; or

• any of the other dialogs that focus on how 
Plato wanted to show Socrates’s methods 
and beliefs. 
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Structure of the Clouds essay
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Citations and bibliography
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Citing a play or poem
Footnote or parenthetical citation:

Clouds, lines 1087–1103

Bibliography:

West, Thomas G., Grace Starry West, 
Plato, and Aristophanes. Four 
Texts on Socrates: Plato's 
Euthyphro, Apology, and Crito, and 
Aristophanes' Clouds (Rev. ed). 
Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 
1998.
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The Peloponnesian Wars
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The Peloponnesian Wars
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Timeline: Peloponnesian Wars

17

The Undeclared War

18



4/2/25

7

The Thirty Years’ Peace
• Neither side interferes with allies of the other

• Neutrals free to join either side

• Arbitration of disagreements

• No one can switch sides

• Sparta and Athens can use force within their alliances

19

Breakdown of the Peace
• Epidamnus and Corcyra

• Potidaean Ultimatum

• Megaran Decrees

A th e n s

A rg o s

C o rin th

S p a rta

E p id a m n u s 

C o rc y ra

P o tid a e a

M e g a ra
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Corinth appeals to Sparta
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Strengths and weaknesses

Athens and allies

• Wealth

• Undisputed advantage at sea

§ Number and quality of ships

§ Training

Sparta and allies

• Undisputed advantage in infantry

§ Number and quality of troops

§ Training
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Perikles’s strategy
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The Plague at Athens
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• Athenians give up captured bases

• Sparta gives up Athenian ex-allies

• Megara and Corinth reject treaty

Peace of Nikias
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Alkibiades
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The Sicilian Expedition
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Decelea
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Battle of Aegospotami
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Post-war Athens
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