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Civilizations	of	the	
Ancient	World
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Early Rome
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• Ancient	North	Africa

• Early	Italy

• Early	Rome

• The	Roman	Kings
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Upcoming dates

• Monday, April 28 Essay #2 due via BlackBoard

• Monday, May 12 Essay #3 due via BlackBoard

• Tuesday, May 20 Final Exam, 2:30–4:30 p.m.

• Sunday, April 27 Post your Week 12 Responses

2

Four things today

Ancient	North	Africa

Early	Italy

Early	Rome

The	Roman	Kings
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Questions about whatever
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What is Clouds about?
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Nomos vs. physis
• Nomos (convention)

§ Is morality merely arbitrarily dictated by society?

§ Protagoras: “Man is the measure of all things”

• Physis (nature)
§ Is there a higher sanction to be found in something else, 

like the natural world?

§ A search for ways to identify natural laws of morality and justice— 
universal truths
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Real Socrates
Believed in physis: Truth is inherent in nature and

cannot be changed regardless of human or divine will

Sophists + Fake “Socrates” in Clouds
Believed in nomos: The truth is what people will believe

Taught the ability to argue regardless of morality
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Ancient North Africa
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Phoenician traders
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Carthage
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Western Mediterranean

Carthage

Rome
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Early Italy
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Etruscans “Hill Peoples”Latins

M
a g n a  G

r a e c i a

16

Etruscans
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Latium
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Etruscan influence: The triumph
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Etruscan religion
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Rome
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Roman Names
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C.  IVLIVS C.f. C.n.  CAESAR IMP.

nomen

praenomen filiation
(form al records)

cognomen

Roman names
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Passing the family name

C.  OCTAVIVS C.f. 

C.  IVLIVS C.f.  CAESAR 
OCTAVIANVS
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Female names

IVLIA
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Rome under the Kings
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The Roman king
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Family and clan
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Census and class
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Origins of later institutions
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The pomerium
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Early Roman values
• Virtus

• Pietas

• Fides, Gravitas, Constantia

• Auctoritas

• Later described as the mos maiorum 
(“the ways of our ancestors”)
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Kings of Rome

34

The Roman kings
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(I) Romulus
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(II) Numa Pompilius
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(VII) L. Tarquinius Superbus
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The Rape of Lucretia
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