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Quiz #9: Crossing the Rubicon
1.	 When	Caesar	said	“the	dice	are	cast”	(i.e.,	“there	is	no	turning	back	

now”),	he	was	referring	to

a.	 the	gambling	debts	he	had	incurred
b.	 the	war	with	Vercingetorix	and	the	Gauls
c.	 crossing	the	boundary	of	his	province	into	Italy
d.	 the	formation	of	the	“First	Triumvirate”

2.	 All	of	the	following	are	true	of	Cleopatra	VII,	the	last	reigning	pharaoh	
of	Egypt,	EXCEPT:
a.	 After	being	defeated	by	Octavian,	she	survived	to	be	led	in	chains	

through	the	streets	of	Rome
b.	 Caesar	had	made	her	sole	ruler	after	her	brother,	Ptolemy	XIII,	

mistakenly	beheaded	Pompey
c.	 She	had	a	son	with	Caesar	named	Caesarion
d.	 Depicting	him	as	Cleopatra’s	lackey	helped	Octavian	turn	the	

Romans	against	Antony

3.	 The	Julian	calendar	refers	to	
a.	 the	schedule	of	executions	under	Caesar
b.	 the	timeline	of	Caesar’s	rise	to	power
c.	 the	system	of	leap	years	every	four	years

d.	 the	list	of	Caesar’s	honors	and	when	they	were	granted

4.	 The	“Second	Triumvirate,”	established	after	the	death	of	Caesar,	
included	all	of	the	following	EXCEPT:

a.	 Octavian
b.	 Antony
c.	 Lepidus
d.	 Cicero

5.	 Stages	in	Octavian	taking	power	in	Rome	included

a.	 accepting	the	title	Augustus,	indicating	great	respect
b.	 adopting	the	Second	Settlement,	granting	him	the	powers	of	

consuls,	tribunes,	and	censors

c.	 taking	the	role	of	princeps,	or	first	speaker	in	the	senate
d.	 all	of	the	above

EC.	 What	did	Sulla	and	Caesar	have	in	common?	How	were	they	different?
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Sulla the dictator

L. Cornelius Sulla
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Pompey

Cn. Pom peius M agnus
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Cicero

M . Tullius Cicero
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Conspiracy of Catiline
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Julius Caesar

C. Iulius Caesar
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The “First Triumvirate”
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Crassus CaesarPom pey

“First Triumvirate”
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Pompey in the east
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Caesar in Gaul
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Turmoil in Rome

The m urder of Clodius
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The Senate turns on Caesar

M . Porcius Cato
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Caesar takes Rome
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Crossing the Rubicon: ‘The die is cast’
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Caesar the Dictator
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Perpetual Dictator
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The Assassination of Caesar
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Antony O ctavian

Caesar’s Successors
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After Caesar
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O ctavian LepidusAntony

The Triumvirate (43-36 BCE)
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Antony in the East, Octavian in Rome
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Cleopatra
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Battle of Actium 
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Augustus and the Principate
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Octavian becomes Augustus
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First settlement (27 BCE)
• “Restoration of the Republic”

• Ten-year guardianship of provinces

• Titles of Augustus and Princeps
§ (Begins calling himself Imperator Caesar divi filius)

• Right to hang the corona civica

• Annual consulship 

31

Second settlement (23 BCE)
• Consular imperium

§ Commander of every army
§ Superior of every governor
§ Supreme authority over city of Rome

• Power of a tribune of the plebs
§ Convene the Senate
§ Veto
§ Sacrosanctity

• Power of a censor
§ Supervision of morals and senate membership
§ Judicial review
§ Census
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Timeline of Augustus (63 BCE–14 CE)
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