
2/5/25

1

Civilizations	of	the	
Ancient	World
S P R I N G  2 0 2 5

Sumer
M E E T I N G  4

• Sumer

• Writing

• The	Epic	of	Gilgamesh

• Shamhat	and	Enkidu
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Four things today

Sumer

Writing

The	Epic	of	Gilgamesh

Shamhat	and	Enkidu
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Responses
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Mesopotamia
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Euphrates River
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Sumer
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The Fertile Crescent
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Ziggurat

12



2/5/25

5

13

Rivalry for resources → warfare
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The deluge

15



2/5/25

6

Life and afterlife
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The Epic of Gilgamesh
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Tablet 1
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King Gilgamesh
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Enkidu
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Shamhat
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Ninsun
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Writing
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Forms of writing
PICTOGRAPHS

Each character represents 
a word or a concept

Cuneiform

Hieroglyphs

SYLLABARIES

Each character represents 
a syllable (consonant + vowel)

Linear B

Arcado-Cypriot

ALPHABETS

Each character represents
a sound

Greek

Arcado-Cypriot
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Cuneiform
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Hieroglyphs
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Hieroglyphs: cartouche
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From stone to papyrus
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The phonetic alphabet
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