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Upcoming dates

• Tuesday, February 18 No class meeting (Monday classes)

• Monday, March 10 Gilgamesh essay due
 upload to BlackBoard by midnight

• Tuesday, March 18 Midterm Exam
 during our regular class meeting, in this room

• Sunday, February 16 Post your Week 3 responses
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Four things today

Gilgamesh	Essay	

Ishtar

Egypt

Pharaohs
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Quiz #1 | God-Kings of Egypt
1.	 The	Nile	River	impacted	the	Egyptians	by

a.	 never	flooding,	aiding	trade	and	irrigation
b.	 rarely	flooding,	but	always	destructively,	forcing	Egypt	to	rebuild
c.	 flooding	unpredictably,	leaving	Egyptians	fearful	and	uncertain
d.	 flooding	every	year,	leaving	fertile	soil	and	suggesting	a	world	of	cycles	

and	benevolent	gods

2.	 All	of	the	following	were	true	of	the	pharaohs…	EXCEPT:
a.	 The	government	revolved	around	the	pharaoh,	who	owned	the	land	

and	everything	it	produced
b.	 The	pharaohs	were	considered	full-fledged	gods,	identified	with	Ra,	

Horus,	and	Ptah
c.	 The	pharaoh’s	wife	was	usually	an	unrelated	noble	from	a	nonroyal	clan
d.	 Even	the	pharaoh	was	bound	by	ma’at,	the	system	of	order,	justice,	and	

harmony	mandated	for	all	by	the	gods

3.	 Egypt	was	unified	as	a	single	kingdom
a.	 from	the	beginning
b.	 when	the	king	of	Upper	Egypt	conquered	the	rest
c.	 only	metaphorically,	in	myth	and	literature
d.	 by	outsiders	from	Kush,	to	the	far	south	of	Egypt

4.	 All	of	the	following	are	true	of	the	Egyptian	system	of	hieroglyphs…	
EXCEPT:
a.	 It	was	an	ancient	writing	system	of	ideograms	with	over	7,000	

symbols
b.	 The	Egyptians	developed	no	way	to	show	proper	names	and	foreign	

words	
c.	 A	cursive	form	was	used	on	papyrus,	a	kind	of	paper	made	using	the	

hollow	stem	of	a	particular	plant
d.	 Its	origins	lay	in	the	little-known	early	centuries	of	Egyptian	

civilization

5.	 In	Tablet	6	of	The	Epic	of	Gilgamesh,	the	goddess	Ishtar	proposes	to	
Gilgamesh.	Gilgamesh
a.	 accepts,	succumbing	to	her	beauty
b.	 accepts,	but	on	behalf	of	Enkidu,	not	himself
c.	 refuses,	citing	her	mistreatment	of	past	lovers
d.	 refuses,	saying	he	must	first	love	himself

EC.	 Why	do	you	think	Egypt	was	able	to	unify,	but	not	Sumer?

5

Responses
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Questions about whatever
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Gilgamesh essay
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Guidance and resources
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Writing a Position Paper
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Structure of a position paper
Introduction

¢  State the problem (some say … others say …)
¢  Give your thesis (I believe…)

First reason
¢  ASSERTION #1
¢  Evidence from primary or secondary sources
¢  Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Second reason
¢  ASSERTION #2
¢  Evidence from primary or secondary sources
¢  Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Third reason
¢  ASSERTION #3
¢  Evidence from primary or secondary sources
¢  Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Conclusion
¢  Address counterarguments
¢  Connect your “reason” sections together
¢  Restate your thesis as having been demonstrated
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Evidence vs. discussion
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Footnotes and bibliographies
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Ishtar and the Bull of Heaven
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Semitic peoples of 
Southwest Asia
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Sargon and Akkad

19

Akkadian Empire
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Sargon’s Empire
• Control of distant resources

• Political unity
§ Connecting disparate peoples
§ Autocratic rule
§ Defortification of cities

• Economic unity
§ Goods
§ Access to resources not available locally
§ Ideas

• Vassalage

• Succession
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Babylon
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Babylon

23

The Old Babylonian Empire
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Marduk
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Code of Hammurabi
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Importance of the Code
• Unified legal system emphasizes benefits of empire

• Consistent rules for guilt and sentencing 
§ From city to city
§ From judge to judge

• Public law

• State supersedes family
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Egypt
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(Thebes)
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Timeline: Egypt
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The Nile
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The pharaoh
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The pharaoh’s death
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Ma’at
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The gods
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Hieroglyphs
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The world-views of Sumer and Egypt
• Humans and the natural world

• Humans and the divine

• The ruler as intermediary
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