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• Gilgamesh	and	mortality

• Mycenaean	Greeks

• The	Iron	Age

• Philistines	and	Phoenicians
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Upcoming dates

• Thursday, March 6 No class meeting
 Wednesday classes meet

• Monday, March 10 Gilgamesh essay due
 upload to BlackBoard by midnight

• Tuesday, March 18 Midterm Exam
 during our regular class meeting, in this room

• Sunday, March 2 Post your Week 5 responses
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Four things today

Gilgamesh	and	mortality

Mycenaean	Greeks

The	Iron	Age

Philistines	and	Phoenicians
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Quiz #3: Dawn of the Iron Age
1.	 The	use	of	iron	was	revolutionary	as	a	basis	for	metalworking	(both	tools	

and	weapons)	because
a.	 iron	was	easy	to	smelt	and	fashion
b.	 iron	goods	were	prestigious	thanks	to	their	association	with	the	

Underworld
c.	 iron	ore	is	very	common,	and	is	easy	to	procure	and	control	in	large	

quantities
d.	 when	combined	with	clay,	iron	could	be	produced	in	a	pleasing	array	of	

color	tones

2.	 The	Phoenicians	were	known	for	all	of	the	following	EXCEPT:
a.	 having	no	cities
b.	 successful,	wide-ranging	sea	trade
c.	 Tyrian	purple
d.	 the	alphabet

3.	 According	to	the	text,	a	language	that	became	commonly	used	in	many	
lands	because	of	how	widespread	its	speakers	were,	becoming	a	kind	of	
lingua	franca	or	common	tongue,	was	
a.	 Dothraki
b.	 Aramaean
c.	 Parseltongue
d. Sindarin

4.	 All	of	the	following	are	true	of	the	Philistines	EXCEPT:
a.	 They	were	an	Indo-European	culture,	surrounded	by	Semitic	peoples
b.	 They	possessed	iron-working	technology	and	used	iron	swords
c.	 They	left	behind	lots	of	records	and	literature	to	richly	inform	us	of	

their	culture	and	history
d.	 They	were	likely	descended	from	the	“Sea	Peoples,”	whose	migrations	

helped	end	the	Bronze	Age

5.	 According	to	tradition,	the	Hebrew	tribes	were	at	first	divided	and	in	
conflict	with	each	other.	They	then	begged	for	“a	king	to	judge	us	like	all	
the	nations”	after	which	key	event?
a.	 the	Exodus	from	Egypt
b.	 the	arrival	in	the	Promised	Land
c.	 the	Battle	of	Jericho
d.	 the	Philistines’	theft	of	the	Ark	of	the	Covenant

EC.	 What	were	some	of	the	ways	Yahweh	was	thought	of	as	being	different	from	other	ancient	gods?
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Questions about whatever
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Utnapishtim
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The Epic in retrospect
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The Gilgamesh essay
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The coming of the Greeks
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• Decentralized

• Nonurban

• Tribal

• Pastoral

Indo-Europeans
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Words I-E Greeks had to borrow
• Maritime terms, words for the sea, shipping

§ (e.g. θάλασσα thálassa “sea”)

• Words relating to Mediterranean agriculture
§ (e.g. ϝἐλαία (w )elaia “olive”, άμπελος am pelos “vine”)

• Words regarding rulers, given by the populace
§ (e.g. Τύραννος Tyrannos “tyrant”; ϝαναξ w anax “w arrior-king”)

• Building technology
§ (e.g. πύργος pyrgos “tow er”)

• Personal names and theonyms
§ (e.g. Ο δυσσεύς O dysseus)

§ (e.g. Ερμής H erm es)

• Place names
§ -nth- (e.g. Κόρινθος Korinthos, Ζάκυνθος Zakynthos)

§ -ss- (e.g. Π αρνασσός Parnassos)

§ -tt- (e.g. Λυκαβηττός Lykabettos)
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Mycenaean Greeks
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Mycenaean warfare
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Lion Gate at Mycenae
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Pylos throne room reconstruction
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“Treasury of Atreus”
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Linear B
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Michael Ventris
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The collapse of the Bronze Age
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Troy
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Collapse of the Bronze Age
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Dawn of the Iron Age
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Iron
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Iron Age Civilizations
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Iron Age Canaan
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Canaan
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Iron Age peoples in Canaan
• Indo-Europeans (migrants from the Aegean)

§ Philistines

• Semitic Peoples
§ Aramaeans 
§ Phoenicians 
§ Israelites 

• Exodus from Egypt  1250

• Struggle for Canaan  1200–1000

• Kingdom of Israel  1020–722  
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Philistines
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Phoenicians
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Murex → Tyrian purple
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Ancient languages and writing systems

Pictographic

Cuneiform - Sumer

Cuneiform – iron age Assyria

Cuneiform – iron age Persia

Cuneiform - Hittites

Hieroglyphs - Egypt

Syllabic

Linear A - Crete

Linear B - Mycenae

Phonetic

Phoenician

Greek

Etruscan

Latin
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Descended from the Phoenician alphabet
LATIN ALPHABET - ENGLISH

Those	who	do	not	remember	the	past	are	
condemned	to	repeat	it.

LATIN ALPHABET - GERMAN

Wer	sich	nicht	an	die	Vergangenheit	erinnert,	
ist	dazu	verdammt,	sie	zu	wiederholen.

LATIN ALPHABET - FRENCH

Ceux	qui	ne	se	souviennent	pas	du	passé	
sont	condamnés	à	le	répéter.

ARABIC ALPHABET - ARABIC

 مھیلع موكحم يضاملا نوركذتي لا نيذلا كئلوأ
.هراركتب

ARABIC ALPHABET - PERSIAN

 دنروآ یمن دای هب ار هتشذگ هک یناسک
.دنتسھ نآ رارکت هب موکحم

HEBREW ALPHABET - HEBREW

.וילע רוזחל ןודינ רבעה תא רכוז אלש ימ

HEBREW ALPHABET - YIDDISH

ןרעווטייהנעגנאגראפ ידטשינןקנעדעגסאוו יד
.ןרזחרעביא וצטפשמראפ

CYRILLIC ALPHABET - UKRAINIAN

Ті,	хто	не	пам’ятає	минулого,	приречені	
повторювати	його.

CYRILLIC ALPHABET - RUSSIAN

Те,	кто	не	помнит	прошлого,	обречены	
на	его	повторение.

INDIC ALPHABETS - HINDI

जो लोग अतीत को याद नह/ं रखते वे इसे 
दोहराने के 7लए अ7भश;त ह<।

INDIC ALPHABETS - TAMIL

கட#த கால(ைத நிைனவ./ 
ெகா1ளாதவ3க1 அைத ம6789 
ெச;வ< க7=>க?ப8கிற<.

GREEK ALPHABET - GREEK

Όσοι	δεν	θυμούνται	το	παρελθόν	είναι	
καταδικασμένοι	να	το	επαναλάβουν.
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Aramaeans
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The Hebrews
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The Exodus
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Hebrews
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Expansion of the Kingdom of Israel

44

45


